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A wall can keep IN the good things. A lovely walled 
rose garden full of fragrant roses, lilacs, peonies, 

and lavender is a good example. The higher the wall, 
the more the fragrance is contained. Add a softly falling 
waterfall into a pond of fish and lilies, a few comfortable 
chairs, a cool glass of lemonade. and an exciting novel. 
Who would not like to visit this garden?

A wall can also keep OUT the bad things. Physical 
walls keep out the bad guys, floods, wild animals, and 
even fire. In medieval days, every city had a wall. Today, 
modern cities have good churches and police forces, 

which provide moral walls that keep out thoughts and ideas 
that lead to destructive behaviors. Biblical walls go a step 
further and build internal defenses as well as community 
action. Familial walls of a mother and a father envelop the 
child with the teachings that perpetuate civilization. And 
finally, classical educational walls build a superior intellectual 
force to push back on totalitarian ideas and reinforce the rule 
of law.

Why focus on walls? If the walls of freedom, family, 
and constitutional/biblical foundations fall in America, our 
children and grandchildren will never know the blessings of 
liberty.

Recent pundits are calling this time in history a 
transformational assault on personal freedom and the dignity 
of every human, a life/death attack on the minds and souls 
of Western civilization, the rule of the surveillance state; in 
reality … an attempted non-military coup. BUT – A lovely, 
happy walled garden does exist in America!

ECONOMY
In the past several weeks, August 21-September 20, 2018, 
The Wall Street Journal had these headlines and stories:

The WALL
Illustration courtesy of Larry Birchler
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Letter from the Editor
Fall 2018
Dear stalwart citizens,

Arbitrary power is most easily established on the ruins of liberty 
abused to licentiousness. George Washington (1753)

When we started working on the Fall FRONT LINE during 
the summer, we spent numerous hours following rabbit trails on 
the internet. Never before have we been denied access to some web 
pages. Yet, numerous times, as we tried to follow the money trail of 
George Soros, we hit blank walls when we tried to make the direct 
connection of Soros’s efforts to disrupt the evangelical church. We 
did, however, find lots of money washing through front groups such 
as the St. Louis group that replaced ACORN.

Why is this important? America is in a WAR – a war for the soul 
of the rule of law and biblical morality.

And as our cover portrays, missing in action is the church. 
Fearing loss of their tax-exempt status, many churches are silent on 
the issue of abortion, LGBTQ, and pornography, especially as it is 
being played out in the schools that are exempt from the obscenity 
codes. Then, when we get to issues such as national defense, socialism 
vs. capitalism, and social justice, seldom will the Christian sitting in 
the pew be informed about things such as ANTIFA, George Soros 
and Open Borders.

FRONT LINE’s fall issue is a start. See the coverage of the judges 
in our Court Watch section. More information is available on the 
statewide and federal candidates in the Candidate section. Ballot 
Issues impacting future elections and drug use are also reported and 
will be on your ballot. Finally, just to cover many issues in one article 
(both good and bad), we address The Wall. 

A special treat is a reprinted talk titled, “In Defense of Capitalism 
and the Constitution …” which was given at Eagle Forum’s recent 
Eagle Council XLVII by one of our Educational Policy Conference’s 
speakers, Emmett McGroarty.

Please understand. This election will either preserve biblical 
freedom or shut it down!

We must preserve our freedom! How? If enough informed 
Christians and rule of law citizens not only vote, but also persuade 
others to do likewise, we will remain free.

May God preserve our blessed America!
In His Service,

Donna Hearne, Editor

SHORT LINES

FREE SPEECH & STATUES
Progressives are operating on two fronts. 

They are using ANTIFA mobs to shout down 
conservatives, and they are using corporations, 
whether it is social media or payment platforms, 
to lockout conservative organizations and voices 
from the public policy debate.

The left is fundamentally opposed to free 
speech and increasingly intolerant. It does not 
want to win the debate. It wants to stop the 
debate. 

~~~~~
In response to removing a statue of a 

confederate soldier at U of NC Chapel Hill, 
“According to The Daily Wire, former 

President George W. Bush’s Secretary of State, 
Condoleezza Rice, said:

I am a firm believer in “keep your history 
before you” and so I don’t actually want to 
rename things that were named for slave owners 
… I want us to have to look at those names and 
recognize what they did and to be able to tell our 
kids what they did and for them to have a sense 
of their own history. When you start wiping out 
your history, sanitizing your history to make you 
feel better, it’s a bad thing.”

~~~~~
“Statues, inscriptions, memorial stones, 

the names of streets – anything that 
might throw light upon the past had 

been systematically altered.”
George Orwell, 1984

Excerpts from Gary Bauer’s End Of Day 
report, Thursday, August 24, 2018. 

https://patriotpost.us
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•	 September 20, 2018: “U.S. 
Jobless Claims Fall to 49-Year-Low 
for Third Straight Week. The number 
of Americans filing applications for 
new unemployment benefits fell to a 
new 49-year-low last week, though 
any effect from Hurricane Florence 
may not be realized for several weeks.”1

•	 September 19, 2018: “U.S 
Current-Account [Trade] Deficit 
Narrowed. The U.S. current-account 

deficit, a measure of the nation’s trade and financial flows with other countries, 
narrowed in the second quarter on ramped-up goods and services exports. 
… Another part of the report showed companies have continued to move 
overseas money back into the U.S. at an elevated pace.”2

•	 September 14, 2018: “Industrial Production Rose in August. Industrial 
production, a measure of factory, mining and utility output, grew a seasonally 
adjusted 0.4% in August from the prior month, the Federal Reserve said 
Friday. Economists surveyed by The Wall Street Journal had expected a 0.3% 
gain for August. Industrial output has risen steadily throughout the summer 
months. Robust 1.2% production growth in the utilities sector helped push 
last month’s overall output gain, with electricity production increasing at a 
solid pace from a pullback seen earlier in the summer months.”3

•	 September 7, 2018: “Strong Economy Drove Wages Higher in August as 
Hiring Heats UP. A robust economy drove U.S. wages higher in August, new 
evidence that workers are gaining bargaining power with their employers as 
the nation’s pool of available labor tightens.”4

•	 August 31, 2018: “Consumer Sentiment Boosted by Job Optimism. … 
Measures of how consumers feel about the economy climbed after Donald 
Trump was elected president in 2016 and have been buoyed by strong 
economic growth, low unemployment and rising wealth.”5 

CULTURE
Even though we bemoan the toxic culture around us, there are some good 

indicators of better days ahead:

•	 September 2, 2018: “The Divorce Rate in America Has Plummeted — 
Thanks to Milennials. According to a new analysis of U.S. Census data by 
University of Maryland sociology professor Philip Cohen, the divorce rate in 
America has dropped 18 percent from 2008 to 2016 thanks to millennial and 
their picky ways. They choose partners more carefully and delay marriage 
until their finances and careers are strongly in place.”6

•	 Fall 2018 Moral Foundations: “Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) has Young 
Adult, Men’s, Women’s, Pre-School, and School Age Children’s classes that 
serve more than 350,000 people of all denominations on six continents in 
more than 40 nations [this year].”7 Millions more have gone through the ten-
year program since the 1952 beginning of five women. Thru the Bible with 
Vernon McGee radio broadcasts are now in over 100 languages on all continents 
with solar receivers allowing unreached areas. Over 2,000 U.S. schools are 
now including the study of the Bible with the Bible Literacy Project, which 
promotes the academic inclusion of the 
Bible as literature in education. 

•	 Fall 2018 Conservatives on Campus: 
College campuses now include several 
thousand conservative groups being 
supported by national groups such 
as Young America’s Foundation, the 
Leadership Institute, Eagle Forum, David Horowitz Freedom Center, and 
others including Intercollegiate Studies Institute (ISI). “I’m grateful for the 

instruction I received at Harvard, but my education would not have been 
complete without ISI.” (James Holt, Harvard alumnus)

BUT – WALLS ARE NEEDED
In bad times, we love to escape into the good memories of the past – 

funny times around the dinner table, family trips with the children, good work 
experiences, and memories of God’s encouragement and steadfastness. Most 
importantly, what we do today will determine if the next generation will have 
these free, open, carefree times. The following is a synopsis of some of those 
areas citizens, and especially the evangelical church, must engage for our children 
to enjoy freedom.

THREAT OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI)
•	 September 23, 2018: “Your future gets personal …” The Wall Street Journal’s, 

The Digital User, was devoted to AI, technology and futurist plans for AI. 
Some interesting article headlines are: “Your Future Gets Personal, Innovation 
in Goods and Services Soon will be Driven by Artificial Intelligence,” “Google 
Is Using AI to See Inside the Brain Like Never Before,” “The Amazing Ways 
Computers Predict the Future,” and “AI Assistants Want to Raise (and Market to) 
Your Children.”

The article on raising your children was a clever recruitment of exhausted 
parents to turn to Alexa or other AIs devices. “Sick of arguing with your children 
about how long they must brush their teeth? Ask Amazon’s Alexa … [or] ‘Alexa, 
tell bedtime story to Oliver’ prompts the device to deliver a personalized story 
with the child’s name incorporated into it.” But, who gives the bedtime hugs?

When Americans are sold AI to help them do their jobs, drive to work, 
administer their health care, select the next book to read or outfit of clothes to 
wear, they do not realize that the more they let AI into their life, the more AI 
knows about them. Who is doing the programming of AI? What about the cute 
“mechanical” cats that learn to meow and roll over when the lonely widow pets 
it? And the more it is petted, the more it purrs and the initiates the sounds and 
motion.

•	 April 18, 2018: “The Student Data-Mining scandal under our noses. … 
Student Data-Mining is allowing the “purloining of personal information 
and browsing habits of millions of American schoolchildren. Facebook is just 
one of the tech giants partnering with the U.S. Department of Education and 
schools nationwide in pursuit of student data for meddling and profit. Google, 
Apple, Microsoft, Pearson, Knewton, and many more are cashing in on the Big 

©iStock.com/6kor3dos

©iStock.com/PhonlamaiPhoto
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Data Boondoggle. State and federal educational databases provide countless 
opportunities for private companies exploiting public schoolchildren subjected 
to annual assessments. These opportunities exploded after the adoption of the 
tech industry-supported Common Core “standards,” tests, and aligned texts 
and curricula. The recently passed Every Student Succeeds Act further enshrined 
government collection of personally identifiable information — including data 
collected on attitudes, values, beliefs and dispositions — and allows release of the 
data to third-party contractors thanks to Obama-era loopholes carved into the 
Family Education Rights and Privacy Act. … Under the guise of customizable 
assessments, public and private preschools in Colorado experimented with 
toddlers whose student activities and social/emotional behaviors were tracked 
using the TS Gold (Teaching Strategies Gold) system — funded with $30 
million in Race to the Top subsidies under the Obama administration. As I 
reported in 2014, parent Lauren Coker, discovered that TS Gold assessors in 
her son’s Aurora, Colorado, public preschool had recorded information about 
his trips to the bathroom, his hand-washing habits and his ability to pull up his 
pants.”8 (Emphasis added.)

•	 April 26, 2018: “Facial recognition may be coming to a police body camera 
near you. The country’s biggest seller of police body cameras on Thursday 
convened a corporate board devoted to the ethics and expansion of artificial 
intelligence, a major new step toward offering controversial facial-recognition 
technology to police forces nationwide.

“Axon, the maker of Taser electroshock weapons and the wearable body 
cameras now used by most major American city police departments, has 
voiced interest in pursuing face recognition for its body-worn cameras. The 
technology could allow officers to scan and recognize the faces of potentially 
everyone they “see while on patrol. A growing number of surveillance firms 
and tech start-ups are racing to integrate face recognition and other AI 
capabilities into real-time video.”9

PROTECTING AMERICA FROM ITS ENEMIES
•	 September 25, 2018: “The real Russian threat.” Dr. Peter Pry, one of the top 

nuclear EMP experts and former CIA called attention to the fact that China 
and Russia were recently holding serious war games called VOSTOK-18. 
“Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu describes their recent massive 
military exercise VOSTOK-18 as involving 300,000 troops, 36,000 tanks 
and other vehicles, 1,000 aircraft, 80 ships, and joint military operations 
with China. VOSTOK-18 is the largest rehearsal of World War III in the 
21st century, as big as ZAPAD-81, the then-USSR’s biggest military exercise 
simulating invasion of NATO during the height of the Cold War, nearly 
40 years ago. … NATO military exercises rarely involve more than 30,000 
troops – one-tenth the size of VOSTOK-18. But, NATO exercises, no matter 
how small, are routinely described by the press as “large-scale” or “massive” or 
other such unwarranted adjectives. NATO has not conducted a big exercise, 
like REFORGER, that mobilized 115,000 troops, since 1987.

“Nor do NATO’s political leaders participate in military exercises, whereas 
Vladimir Putin often personally supervises Russian exercises. … [Look] how 
thin the U.S. shield [is] in Europe (1,000 troops in the Baltic States; 4,000 
in Poland; 35,000 in Germany). Such an anemic posture may undermine 
deterrence … so maybe gigantic Russian military exercises like VOSTOK-18 
– that simulated two nuclear strikes against the United States in one 
week – deserve a lot more attention from Washington and the press than 
Judge Brett Kavanaugh … ?”10

CHINA
•	 February 8, 2018: “South China Sea photos suggest a military building 

spree by Beijing” (NY Times, by Megan Specia and Mikko Takkunen). 
“Now, some of the islands that are part of the group known as the Spratlys, 
where China began large-scale development in 2013, have been transformed 
from barren reefs into military outposts, as seen for the first time in great 
detail in a series of new photos.

“The images, which were obtained by The Philippine Daily Inquirer from an 
unnamed source, offer the clearest views yet of the scale of construction and 
the nature of the military development.”11 “China on Thursday sketched 
out detailed plans for the islands it is creating in the disputed South China 
Sea, saying they would be used for military defense … While China’s new 
islands will not overturn U.S. military superiority in the region, workers 
are building ports and fuel storage depots as well as possibly two airstrips 
that experts have said would allow Beijing to project power deep into the 
maritime heart of Southeast Asia.”12

•	 September 27, 2018: “Chinese Citizen Arrested by FBI For Spying on 
U.S. A case that highlights the nexus between immigration and espionage.” 
“… Ji [Chaoqun, a 27-year-old Chinese citizen] worked at the direction 
of a high-level intelligence officer in the Jiangsu Province Ministry of State 
Security, a provincial department of the Ministry of State Security for the 
People’s Republic of China, according to a criminal complaint and affidavit 
filed in U.S. District Court in Chicago. Ji was tasked with providing the 
intelligence officer with biographical information on eight individuals for 
possible recruitment by the JSSD, the complaint states. The individuals 
included Chinese nationals who were working as engineers and scientists in 
the United States, some of whom were U.S. defense contractors, according to 
the complaint.

“According to the complaint, Ji was born in China and arrived in the United 
States in 2013 on an F1 Visa for the purpose of studying electrical engineering 
at the Illinois Institute of Technology in Chicago. In 2016, Ji enlisted in the 
U.S. Army Reserves as an E4 Specialist under the Military Accessions Vital A multiple rocket launcher system fires during the Zapad-2017 war 

games, held by Russian and Belarussian servicemen, at an undisclosed 
location in Belarus, September 17, 2017. Thomson Reuters

Russia is getting ready for its biggest 
war games since the Cold War — 
a potential sign they’re worried 
about NATO by Christopher Woody 
Aug. 28, 2018, Business Insider

3
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to the National Interest (MAVNI) program, 
which authorizes the U.S. Armed Forces to 
recruit certain legal aliens whose skills are 
considered vital to the national interest.

“In his application to participate in the 
MAVNI program, Ji specifically denied 
having had contact with a foreign 
government within the past seven years, the 
complaint states. In a subsequent interview 
with a U.S. Army officer, Ji again failed to 
disclose his relationship and contacts with the intelligence officer, the charge 
alleges. … while China has acted as an adversary of the United States, last year 
more than 150,000 Chinese students were admitted into the United States 
to study the STEM (Science, Technology Engineering and Mathematics) 
curricula.

“China is on a rampage, developing large numbers of warships and military 
aircraft that often bear a strong resemblance to U.S. planes, ships and other 
such military assets. 

“China has constructed and militarized artificial islands in the South China 
Sea and has threatened military action if ship or aircraft of the U.S. or any 
other county gets too close. … In some instances China has been able to 
enhance its military capability through the acquisition of our military 
technology through espionage while at the same time, our best universities 
are providing these students with first-rate educations. 

“Once enrolled in school in the United States, foreign students are entitled 
to accept employment to attain practical training. All too often this displaces 
American workers and also provides opportunities for those students. 

“The Chinese government and entities within the Chinese military hack into 
American computers as frequently as humming birds beat their wings. They 
hack into private computers, corporate computers, [and] military computer 
networks. However, America trains Chinese programmers.”13

•	 April 24, 2018: “China assigns every citizen a ‘social credit score’ to 
identify who is and isn’t trustworthy. Country determines your standing 
through use of surveillance video. Plans to Have 600 Million Cameras by 
2020 … When Liu Hu recently tried to book a flight, he was told he was 
banned from flying because he was on the list of untrustworthy people. Liu is 
a journalist who was ordered by a court to apologize for a series of tweets he 
wrote and was then told his apology was insincere. “I can’t buy property. My 
child can’t go to a private school,” he said. “You feel you’re being controlled 
by the list all the time.”14

•	 August 1, 2018: “Google, seeking a return to China, is said to be building 
a censored search engine” … Google has teams of engineers working on a 
search app that restricts content banned by Beijing, said the people, who asked 
for anonymity because they were not permitted to speak publicly about the 
project. The company has demonstrated the service to Chinese government 
officials, they added.”15

DESTROYING AMERICA FROM WITHIN
America has been built and sustained as a free, rule-of-law based, Judeo-

Christian country for three of the last four hundred years. Built on the idea that 
family is the center of civilization and supported by the Judeo-Christian church, 
the Declaration and the Constitution laid the protections necessary to build a 
strong and free nation. Her enemies knew that ultimately, to transform her into 
a totalitarian America, they had to destroy both the biblical foundations as well 
as the family.

The family, consisting of a man and a woman, came together to form a union 
resulting in children that could be nurtured and developed into good, moral 

citizens. Should several things occur to thwart this, the perpetuity of a nation 
would end. These changes would include:

l) Removing the ability of the woman’s desire to have children and stay at 
home with her child and nurture them. This occurred in the sixties as 
women choose to enter the workforce instead of having children.

2) The sexual revolution was also occurring in the sixties, which promoted 
sexual liberation and oftentimes, resulted in abortion over being tied 
down with children and missing out on a career.

3) To help stem unwanted pregnancies same-sex relationships were suggested.

Today, marriage is often rejected for “revolving relationships,” girls are 
encouraged to #ShoutYourAbortion (as advertised by Oprah Winfrey), and 
all are propagandized to try same sex. What’s missing? A family of a biological 
mother and father to love, cherish and nurture the children of tomorrow.

•	 July 2, 2018: “Evangelical Conference [Revoice 2019] to discuss bringing 
‘Queer Treasure, Honor, And Glory’ into Heaven. The PCA [Presbyterian 
Church in America], one of the country’s last remaining influential conservative 
Protestant denominations is in conflict because of a conference to be held in 
St. Louis at the end of July. While they say they’re committed to not having gay 
sex, some Revoice leaders argue there are good things about homosexual desire 
itself, such as bestowing a greater capacity for friendship and for appreciating 
beauty. That belief has raised alarms that Revoice proponents with same-sex 
attraction see themselves as part of the larger gay community to a degree 
that throws whole-hearted commitment to Christian orthodoxy on sex and 
marriage into question.”16

•	 July 12, 2018: “HRC releases new ‘Coming Home’ faith guide for LGBTQ 
evangelical Christians. Today, HRC released Coming Home to Evangelicalism 
and to Self, a guide for LGBTQ evangelical Christians. HRC worked with an 
advisory team of evangelical Christian scholars and advocates to develop and 
shape this essential resource.”17

“The Human Rights Campaign has received funding from George Soros 
and his Open Society. The HRC’s efforts to transform evangelical churches 
joins progressive Christian Sojourners founder, Jim Wallis, who is also heavily 
funded by Soros.18 

WHO IS FUNDING THE ATTEMPTED COUP?

Some of the wealthiest billionaires in the U.S. are pumping billions into 
groups that are committed to transforming a free America to a totalitarian 
America with their puppets in charge, including manipulating elections. Space 
allows us to focus only on one – George Soros. You can spend a week reading 
all the areas where he and his billions are 
working hard – just in the U.S., examples 
include: legalizing drugs; regulating 
internet; opening U.S. borders; installing 
left-wing prosecutors; delegitimizing 
police; promoting LGBTQ and anti-voter protection. Here are reported examples 
of just a few.

•	 August 11, 2016: “The money behind the transgender movement. 
Billionaire George Soros opens his wallet to transform America. “I really do 
believe [the Supreme Court ruling] is the domino that is going to tip over the 
rest of the dominoes,” Wilson Cruz, an LGBTQ activist, told CNN at the 
time. “Do not get in the way of this train, because it will run you over.”

“To ensure things ran full-steam ahead, billionaire George Soros, through his 
Foundation to Promote Open Society, dedicated at least $2.7 million to the 
cause that year, according to his tax returns.”19

Ji Chaoqun
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•	 January 16, 2015: “Billionaire George Soros spent $33 million bankrolling 
Ferguson demonstrators to create ‘echo chamber’ and drive national 
protests. Hedge fund mogul’s Open Society Foundations made huge 
donations.
~~~ Organizers bussed in from New York and D.C. to take over campaigning
~~~ Different cash recipients would repeat each others’ messages
~~~ Helped to keep events and messages at the top of news agenda
~~~ Soros cash, from speculating on markets, is given to many liberal causes
“Liberal billionaire George Soros donated $33 million to social justice 
organizations, which helped turn events in Ferguson from a local protest 
into a national flashpoint. The handouts, revealed in tax filings from Soros’ 
private foundation, were given to dozens of different groups [Advancement 
Project, Center for Community Change, Equal Justice USA, the Gamaliel 
Foundation, Missourians Organizing for Reform and Empowerment, PICO, 
SIEU etc.20], which weighed in on the crisis. Organizers from professional 
groups in Washington, D.C., and New York were bussed into the Missouri 
town to coordinate messaging and lobby to news media to cover events using 
the billionaire’s funding.”21 

•	 January 29, 2018: “Progressive mega-donor George Soros bigfoots into 
Missouri ballot fight over redistricting, ethics. Redistricting is part of one of 
the ballot issues “Clean Missouri.” Buried within restrictions on lobbyists and 
campaign funding is a section that allows the state auditor to essentially draw 
the lines for legislative districts. (Kevin McDermott, St. Louis Post Dispatch.) 
See article on “Ballot Issues” in this issue of FRONT LINE.

•	 March 30, 2018: “Judicial Watch sues for more George Soros Documents. 
Hungarian-American, George Soros, became a billionaire from hedge funds he 
started and also from short-selling pounds sterling during England’s currency 
crisis in 1992. That maneuver earned him $1 billion and the appellation, ‘The 
Man Who Broke the Bank of England.’ By 2018, he had only $8 billion in 
the bank, having given $18 billion to his Open Society Foundations, which 
support leftist causes in the United States and around the world.”22

•	 April 26, 2018: “Soros-Funded group launches app to help illegal aliens 
avoid Feds. An open borders group that has benefitted from U.S. taxpayer 
dollars and is funded by leftwing billionaire, George Soros, launched a 
smartphone application to help illegal immigrants avoid federal authorities. 
The app, Notifica (Notify), is described in a Laredo, Texas, news article as a 
tool to protect immigrants living in the U.S. illegally by utilizing high tech 
and online social communications. With the click of a button, illegal aliens 
can alert family, friends and attorneys of encounters with federal authorities. 
“Immigration agents knocking at the door?” the news story asks. “Now, 
there’s an app for that, too.”

“The group behind the app is called United We Dream, which describes itself 
as the country’s largest immigrant youth-led community. The nonprofit has 
more than 400,000 members nationwide.”23

CONCLUSION
A GOOD WALL FEW KNOW ABOUT

•	 August 27 2018: “Firearms: The Great Equalizer. Fifty-five years ago today, 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., delivered his famous ‘I Have a Dream’ speech in 
front of the Lincoln Memorial in our nation’s capital. 

“While Dr. King’s speech is well known, what is not so widely recognized are 
his views on firearms. People who visited Dr. King’s home described it as an 
arsenal. One journalist came to his house and later reported that while sitting 
down in an armchair, he almost landed right on a handgun. Not only that, 
after Dr. King’s home was bombed, he applied for a concealed carry permit in 
Alabama in 1956. But he was denied.

“All of this just underscores the dangers of gun control. It turns our rights into 
privileges, allowing prejudiced officials to revoke the rights of decent people 
at will.

“We see this in the Black Codes, which either prevented or discouraged 
the ability of African-Americans to protect themselves with firearms. This, 
of course, made them easy prey for the lynch mobs. One African-American 
journalist, Ida Wells, documented many of the lynching’s that took place in 
the 19th century. But she also noted that the only time blacks actually escaped 
the lynch mobs was when they “had a gun and used it in self-defense.”

“This is why the Second Amendment is so important. It not only safeguards 
our right to defend ourselves against thugs, it protects that right when the 
thugs are wearing badges.

“The best-known example of this in American history is the colonists’ spirited 
defense against the British attempt to confiscate weapons and powder at 
Concord, Massachusetts, on April 19, 1775. But this was not the last time 
that armed civilians would use their weapons to protect themselves against 
corrupt officials.

“In 1906, a white mob worked itself up into frenzy and started a race riot 
in Georgia. Over a thousand men walked through the streets of Atlanta, 
indiscriminately beating black men and women, black teenagers, and black 
businessmen.

“The scene was gruesome. The best estimates record that dozens of blacks 
were murdered. Hundreds were wounded. The rioters spilled from one area 
of Atlanta into another, until they reached one neighborhood, known as 
“Darktown,” where African-Americans were armed and shot back. That’s 
where the riot was stopped in its tracks. Armed blacks forced the mob to 
retreat, and they prevented a second bloodbath. All this happened on a 

©iStock.com/RiverNorthPhotography



FRONTLINE | FALL 2018

The Wall cont’d from p 

7

cont’d p 8

6

Saturday night. The riots were paused because of the armed response, but 
then they resumed again on Monday. Only this time, to make matters worse, 
state law enforcement officers went into south Atlanta and tried to disarm the 
blacks.

“One of the preeminent historians who has covered the 1906 riots, John 
Dittmer, had this to say about what happened next: [The lead officer] James 
Heard, was shot out of his saddle and died instantly. Three other officers ... 
were wounded in the initial exchange before the outgunned troops fled, 
leaving Heard’s body behind. (John Dittmer, Black Georgia in the Progressive 
Era (1900-1920), p. 128). Once again, the riot was abruptly stopped.

“In his 1963 speech, Dr. King spoke of the Declaration of Independence as 
the great promissory note, which guaranteed the unalienable rights of ALL 
people. This right of self-protection is the freedom, which protects all our 
other rights against official abuse. We’ve seen this in practice time and again.

“Former Secretary of State to George Bush, Condoleezza Rice, tells the story 
of how her dad would take his shotgun – and with other armed African 
Americans in the neighborhood – would form nightly patrols to protect the 
town’s people from the KKK. This was common during the difficult days 
of the civil rights movement. African Americans would use their firearms 
to protect themselves against the KKK when the Southern Democrat police 
departments were looking the other way.

So therein lies the rub – government agents don’t always act in the best 
interests of its citizens. And that’s why there is a Second Amendment – a 
guarantee which protects the right of the people to keep and bear arms 
without infringement.”24

A GOOD WALL TO ENSURE THE FUTURE
•	 August 7, 2018, “Is God Calling You To Homeschool? Here Are 5 Things To 

Consider. “Back when our local, ‘very good’ public school failed to serve my 
second-grader academically, I sought God’s counsel. What should I do, God? 
Shall I continue to support a failing system simply because it’s what I grew up 
with, all because I felt inadequate or just plain lazy?

“Teaching requires a great deal of patience, by all accounts, and I certainly 
had no degree in early childhood education. Why should I even consider it?

“God answered me in Deuteronomy 6:6 with, ‘And these words that I 
command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently 
to your children …’ and Proverbs 22:6, ‘Train up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will not depart from it’.

“God gives us our children to raise, not to farm out to the government, or 
the church, even, to educate. Nowhere in the Bible is an admonition to 

form governments or any institutional 
bodies to educate our progeny. But, 
because most of us went to public 
schools, departing from that paradigm 
takes a special kind of courage and 
conviction.

“Armed with the understanding 
that my ‘very good’ local school was 
missing the mark and that across 
the boards our institutions aren’t 
getting it right, I began a journey into 
independence (from public schools) 
that has culminated in wonders I 
never dreamed I could have! Here 
are my top five things to remember 
as you consider embarking on your 
homeschool journey:

“If your child is in middle school already, you are possibly experiencing some 
of the damage to the parent-child relationship that results when parents 
unwittingly relinquish their authority to the school. If this is the case, lay 
off the ‘homework’ assignments. Again, don’t try to be ‘school’. Start by just 
requiring reading of classic literature, and having discussion with your child. 
Classical literature deals with timeless themes and conflicted characters, who 
behave in ways that demand deep discussions and even difficult deliberations. 
Have those precious conversations with your child.

“Whether your child is six or sixteen, it is never too late to start restoring 
the parent-child relationship and reinvigorating your child’s relationship 
with God. You can be your child’s lead-learner and central educator, as God 
designed. Start simply, remember it’s about relationship (not a job) and have 
some joy in the blessing from God that your child is to you.”25

A GOOD WALL – VOTE INTELLIGENTLY
The most immediate good wall to gather around is the ability of every 

American over eighteen to vote. This is not just an option, but as a country of 
“We the People” it is WE who are responsible for all those elected officials. If we 
do not like them and feel they are 
not honorable, then we must vote to 
change them.

Information is needed so 
that we are able to vote with an 
understanding of the issues. FRONT 
LINE works hard to start the 
process. Use the footnotes to further 
check out information. Then, work 
to inform your neighbors and family 
about some of the things you have 
learned. If they do not want to know, then challenge them to use their brains and 
not be ignorant!

With a divided nation, it is time to take the higher path, protect yourself and 
your family and then educate the next generation intelligently.

VICTORY

•	 May 8, 1945: Prime Minister Winston Churchill. “My dear friends, 
this is your hour … It’s a victory of the great British nation as a 
whole. We were the first … to draw the sword against tyranny. 
After a while we were left all alone against the most tremendous 
military power that has been seen. We were all alone for a whole 
year.  “There we stood, alone … The lights went out and the bombs 
came down. But every man, woman and child in the country had 
no thought of quitting the struggle … So we came back after 
long months from the jaws of death, out of the mouth of hell, 
while all the world wondered.” …When shall the reputation and 
faith of this generation of English men and women fail? I say that 
in the long years to come not only will the people of this island 

1. You do not have to go it alone.
2. You do not have to know everything.
3. You do not have to recreate public school at home.
4. You do not have to get it right all the time.
5. You do not have to choose between your child’s 

spiritual and intellectual health.
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but of the world … look back to what we’ve done and they will 
say, ‘Do not despair, do not yield to violence and tyranny, march 
straightforward and die, if need be, unconquered’.”

MAY WE BE ABLE TO SAY ABOUT AMERICA THE 
SAME THING THAT PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL 

SAID TO THE BRITISH NATION?

THE STANDING WALL
A wall built on sand will not stand. Walls built on a solid rock foundation 

have stood for centuries. America’s wall rests on a foundation of the Constitution’s 
Rule of Law and Due Process. Over two hundred Founding Fathers attested that 
the Constitution’s deep solid foundation is the Bible. And without it, there is no 
foundation for the Constitution. 

Today, this foundation is crumbling.

Documents mean nothing unless people understand them and live out the 
principles and mandates. Sadly today, ignorance of both the Constitution and the 
Bible have brought America face to face with a life and death question: Will the 
wall called America stand?

It is the biblically-rooted 
largest group of voters in 
America who will decide  – 
those that are registered to 
vote. But even many of them 
do not see the need to add 
their hands and strength to 
hold the wall up and VOTE!

In the last 13 years in 
Missouri alone, 19 people 
have been convicted of voter 
fraud, In the U.S. in the last 

six election cycles; there have been over 1,145 cases of PROVEN instances of 
voter fraud with 992 criminal convictions.26 Keep in mind that voter fraud is 
often difficult to prove. However, voter fraud can be countered if large numbers 
of legitimate voters vote, because then voter fraud becomes meaningless.

Even more serious is that a large number of Christians do not have a clue who 
ANTIFA is, who George Soros is, why modern feminists and the LGBTQs are 
destroying the incubator of civilization – the family, or what is happening in the 
classrooms. Sadly, they don’t even care to find out, because they are too caught up 
in their everyday lives. 

Will the wall crumble? not if you understand it becomes your duty, dear 
reader, to educate your fellow Christian, and then get them to vote. If enough 
citizens vote, they are protecting their freedom to worship in church without the 
Brown Shirts of the State bullying them into silence and fear. Would Christians 
feel safe walking around their neighborhoods today with a large red cross on their 
backs in place of the yellow Star of David? Has it come to that yet? If educated, 
informed biblical Christians do not vote in large numbers in the November 
election, this fear may be closer than is comfortable.

TOGETHER, LET US HOLD UP THE WALL!

It is impossible to rightly govern the world without God and the Bible.
President George Washington

That book [the Bible] Sir, is the Rock upon which our Republic rests.
President Andrew Jackson
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SHORT LINES
The Ten Cannots

1. You cannot bring about prosperity by discouraging thrift.
2. You cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the strong.
3. You cannot help little men by tearing down big men.
4. You cannot lift the wage earner by pulling down the wage payer.
5. You cannot help the poor by destroying the rich.
6. You cannot establish sound security on borrowed money.
7. You cannot further the brotherhood of man by inciting class hatred.
8. You cannot keep out of trouble by spending more than you earn.
9. You cannot build character and courage by destroying men’s initiative 

and independence.
10. And you cannot help men permanently by doing for them what they 

can and should do for themselves.

The Seven National Crimes
1. I don’t think.
2. I don’t know.
3. I don’t care.
4. I am too busy.
5. I leave well enough alone.
6. I have no time to read and find out.
7. I am not interested.

— Rev. William John Henry Boetcker, 1916

©iStock.com/BreakingtheWalls
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Missouri Ballot Issues

Update Prop A: Right to Work 

In 2017 the Missouri legislature passed Senate Bill 19 (Right-to-Work), which 
was then signed, into law by the governor. The law was intended to prohibit 

as a condition of employment the forced membership in a labor organization 
(union) or forced payments 
of dues. Before the law could 
take effect the opponents 
of worker choice gathered 
thousands of signatures in 
order to put the new law up 
for popular vote in the 2018 
election cycle. On August 7, 
2018, union labor and union 
money that poured into the 
state to oppose the law were 
able to flex their muscle and 
overturn Missouri’s decision 

to join the ranks of Right-to-Work states across the nation. The new law would 
have protected Missouri workers and their families from being forced or coerced 
to join a labor union as a condition of employment. The “no” vote in August 
means that Senate Bill 19 will not become law and Missouri remains a forced-
union state. The extent to which preventing worker freedom by labor unions will 
harm Missouri workers and impact the State’s economy is yet to be seen. 

Amendment 1: Redistricting, Ethics 
Shall the Missouri Constitution be amended to allow a change in 
redistricting, campaign contributions, and rules on lobbying?

Voting “yes” means the state constitution will change the process and criteria 
for redrawing state legislative district boundaries (redistricting). Currently, the 
boundaries are drawn by house and senate commissions, which are adopted if 
70% of the commissioners approve the maps. 

The amendment would have a state demographer chosen by the state auditor 
to redraw the countries for a vote of the house and senate commissions. The 
amendment also reduces the limits on campaign contributions that candidates 
for state senator or state representatives can accept from individuals per election. 
A five-dollar limit on gifts to state legislators from paid lobbyists would also be 
imposed. 

Lastly, the amendment prohibits state legislators from serving as paid lobbyists 
for two years after their last legislative session. A “no” vote would not make any of 
these amendments to the state constitution.

PRO: Proponents of Amendment 1 see this as an opportunity to increase 
fairness, integrity, and transparency in government by limiting the power of special 
interests and big money donors. Supporters of Amendment 1 include former 
U.S. Senator John Danforth, Missouri Senator Rob Schaaf, former Senator Jim 
Lembke, the Missouri Conference of the NAACP, and the League of Women 
Voters of Missouri.1

CON: Opponents agree that change is needed, but that this initiative is the 
wrong way to go about it and alleges that the effort is meant to deceive voters by 
compiling multiple subjects to hide the actual purpose which would “change our 
non-partisan redistricting process in favor of one that requires gerrymandering 
and dividing communities of interest.”2 Opponents also maintain that 
Amendment 1 is not about ethics or good government, but is rather a Trojan 
horse for gerrymandering.3 The reality of Amendment 1 is that just one elected 
statewide official – the Auditor – would have immense power over all elections 
for ten years as opposed to a group of Republicans and Democrats having to agree 
on the boundaries. Opponents include former U.S. Senator Jim Talent, Senate 
Pro Tem Ron Richard, Missouri Senators Bob Onder, Dean Plocher, and others.4 

Amendment 2: 
Medical Marijuana

Amends Missouri Constitution 
with a “yes” vote to allow the 
use of marijuana for medical 
purposes; imposes a 4% tax on 
retail sale of marijuana; and 
uses the funds from these taxes 
for health and care services for 
military veterans.

Estimated annual tax revenue of 
$24 million with operating costs of $7 
million. A “no” vote will not amend the 
constitution as to the use of marijuana. Of 
the three medical marijuana measures on the ballot in November, this is the only 
one that allows patients to grow their own marijuana supply.5 See Commentary 
on medical marijuana below.

Amendment 3: Medical Marijuana
Amends the Missouri Constitution to allow the use of marijuana 
for medical purposes; imposes a 15% tax on the retail sale of 
marijuana; and uses funds from taxes to establish a state research 
institute with the purpose of developing cures for cancer. 

Estimated annual tax generated of $66 million. Known informally as the 
“Brad Bradshaw” Amendment for Springfield attorney and physician who largely 
self-funded the amendment, it would create a research board, initially led by 
Bradshaw himself, to set fees, limit the amount of marijuana bought and sold, and 
determine how many growing operations would be allowed.6 See Commentary 
on medical marijuana below.

Proposition B: State Minimum Wage
This law would amend Missouri law increase Missouri’s minimum 
by eighty-five cents every year on January 1 until the year 2023 

In Colorado, calls to poison 
control centers have risen 
210% between the four-year 
averages before and after 
recreational legalization 
(RMPDC, 2017).
Washington has seen a 70% 
increase in calls between 
the three-year averages 
before and after legalization 
(WSOFM, 2017). Courtesy 
of Smart Approaches to Marijuana, 
www.learnaboutsam.org

Chart courtesy of www.nrtw.org
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A liberal is someone who feels a great debt to his fellow 
man, which debt he proposes to pay off with your money. 

— G. Gordon Liddy
In general the art of government consists of taking as 

much money as possible from one party of the citizens to 
give to the other.

— Voltaire (1764)
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when the minimum wage reaches $12.00 
per hour; exempt government employers 
from the above increase; and increase the 
penalty for paying employees less than the 
minimum wage. 

PRO: Proponents of the increased burden on small 
business owners contend that raising the minimum 
wage levels the playing field for businesses; lessons 
the burden on the state which subsidies low income 
earners through taxation; and helps the economy 
through new consumer spending.7 

CON: Opponents however dispute these claims 
as wishful thinking and argue that minimum wage 
laws inevitably end up hurting minorities, women, 
and those they are intended to help. They maintain 
that an increase in labor costs will result in a decrease 
in the number of laborers being hired; eliminates 
low skilled workers from the labor market (including 
teenagers and at risk youth); and increases the number 
of workers on welfare and unemployment.8 

Proposition C: Medical 
Marijuana

Unlike the other two medical marijuana 
issues on the ballot, which are amendments 
to the Missouri Constitution, this issue 
aimed at amending Missouri law. 

The new law would remove state prohibitions 
on personal use and possession of medical cannabis 
(marijuana) with a written certification by a physician; 
remove state prohibitions on growth, possession, 
production, and sale of medial marijuana; impose a 
2% tax on the retail sale of medical marijuana; and 
use the funds from the tax for veteran’s services, drug 
treatment, early childhood education and public 
safety. A “no” vote would not amend the Missouri 
law as to the use of marijuana. 

COMMENTARY: 
Normalizing, Medicalizing, and Legalizing 
Marijuana

FRONT LINE has watched the growing push to 
normalize and legalize the use of marijuana for social 
and medical purposes across the country and this 
state for years. What those who push for the free and 
easy use of this drug often fail to tell their audience 
is the costs and dangers associated with making this 

still federally illicit drug9 legal 
and easily accessible. 

Again this year, the 
proponents of marijuana 
legalization have been hard at 
work. This is clearly seen in 
the push here in the Show-Me 
State to put three referendums 
on the November ballot in 
2018. The ballot measures 
propose to create new law in 
Missouri and to amend the 
state constitution legalizing 
marijuana. These measures are 
intended to make an end run on 
the state legislature, which has 
repeatedly refused to bend to 
the pressures of those who stand 
to make incredible financial 
gains on legalized marijuana. 
As noted in the spring edition 
of FRONT LINE, there 
are ballot initiatives by pro-
legaliza tion organizations 
including: Missourians for 
Patient Care Ballot Committee, 
Find the Cures Constitutional 
Mandate, and New Approach 
Missouri Constitutional 
Mandate,10 which are cutting 
out the discussion and debate 
that surrounds legislation 
considered in the House and 
Senate by appealing to the 

emotions and sentiments of the people who elected 
those representatives. 

Despite popular culture’s appeal that this drug 
is “harmless” and “everyone does it,” marijuana is 
a dangerous drug and getting more powerful with 
improved methods of growth and production.

“Marijuana potency has increased in the past 
decades, up from about 4% in the 1980s to an 
average of 15% today. Marijuana extracts, used 
in dabbing and edibles, can contain an average of 
50% and up to 90% THC. The main psychoactive, 
or mood altering, ingredient in marijuana is 
THC (delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol). The level 
of THC in marijuana varies and determines the 
multitude of effects on the body and the brain.”11 
“While not everyone who uses marijuana will 
become addicted to it, between 45-55% of those 
being treated in rehab for marijuana addiction are 
under the age of twenty-four.12 Detoxification, 
restoration, and life skills improvement in rehab 
can take up to ten weeks on average.13 
“A report commissioned by the National 
Academies of Sciences, Engineering and 
Medicine, released in mid January, warns against 
the dangers of pot use, especially in adolescence. 
The report cites evidence that heavy pot use, 
prolonged length of exposure and age at the 
beginning of exposure may all be risk factors in 
triggering a first episode of psychosis. Where 
mental illness — especially schizophrenia — 
already exists, the report concludes, heavy and 
prolonged pot use may make symptoms worse.”14

Legalization implies approval. Approval 
brings exposure, access, and opportunity. Currently 
between 30 and 40% of high school seniors have 
used marijuana in the past year.15 Frequent users have 
reduced brain activity, are 60% less likely to graduate 
from high school, are at increased risk for heroin 
addiction and alcoholism, and are seven times more 
likely to attempt suicide.16 

Ultimately, what Missouri voters will be asked to 
decide in November is if Missouri should go down the 
path being forged by states such as California, Florida 
and Colorado when it comes to drug policy and the 
use of marijuana as a form of treatment. As always, it 
is the responsibility of the informed citizen to know 
the issues and impacts of laws on their freedom and 
how they impact society both now and considering 

This shows a sample case of a visual 3-D rendering of a baseline SPECT scan of 
a longstanding marijuana user compared to a control subject. The marijuana user 
has multiple perfusion defects with lower perfusion shown as scalloping and gaps 
in perfusion of the temporal and parietal areas. Credit: IOS Press, November w8, 2016. 

Hippocampus, the brain’s key memory and learning center, has the lowest blood 
flow in marijuana users suggesting higher vulnerability to Alzheimer’s. As the 
U.S. races to legalize marijuana for medicinal and recreational use, a new, large 
scale brain imaging study gives reason for caution. Published in the Journal 
of Alzheimer’s Disease, researchers using single photon emission computed 
tomography (SPECT), a sophisticated imaging study that evaluates blood flow 
and activity patterns, demonstrated abnormally low blood flow in virtually every 
area of the brain studies in nearly 1,000 marijuana compared to healthy controls, 
including areas known to be affected by Alzheimer’s pathology such as the 
hippocampus. Courtesy https://medicalxpress.com

New Study Shows Marijuana Users 
Have Low Blood Flow to the Brain

©iStock.com/GillTeeShots
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long-term affects. Should we legalize marijuana? 
That’s the wrong question. How will such legalization 
affect our youth, our communities, and our culture as 
more Americans fire up this “harmless” drug? 

PRO: Proponents of medical marijuana argue 
that the benefits for those suffering AIDS, cancer, 
glaucoma, epilepsy, and other diseases far outweigh 
the risks.17 Additionally, as a “natural product,” 
cannabis is assumed to be safer than pharmaceuticals, 
which can carry harmful side effects.18 Finally, those 
who advocate for medical marijuana say it has 
societal benefits such as allowing the government to 
regulate its growth, sale, and taxation. This they say 
is preferable to forcing users to face the dangers of 
finding their marijuana on the streets.19

CON: Those against the legalization argue it is 
disingenuous to equate two different substances such 
as marijuana and alcohol because of the many known 
harmful risks of using cannabis even in moderation 
that are not comparable to the moderate use of 
alcohol. Risks such as impaired memory loss, inhibited 
learning ability, and potential addiction. They also 
note the negative physical effects from toxins such as 
ammonia and hydrogen cyanide and damage to the 
lungs not unlike that caused by smoking cigarettes.20 
Incidents of children obtaining marijuana in cookie 
form and almost dying have been increasing. 
Opponents also point to the negative social effects 
like drug-related crime that accompanies legalization 
and the damage to social norms when the stigma of 
drug usage is removed from societal expectations.21

Amendment 4: Bingo Game 
Advertising

Amendment to the Missouri Constitution 
would remove language limiting bingo 
game advertising that a court ruled 
unenforceable; and allow a member a 
licensed organization conducting bingo 
games to participate in the management of 
bingo games after being a member of the 
organization for six months. 

A “no” vote will not amend the Missouri 
Constitution regarding bingo games. Bingo games 
became legal in Missouri in 1980. Voters of this state 
rejected changes to the bingo law in 1990 and 2000.22

PRO: Proponents of this Amendment want to 
remove what they see as unnecessary regulations 
on bingo games and ease the burden on charitable 
organizations using these games to raise funds. 

CON: Opponents of this Amendment may have 
moral objections to gaming or gambling in any form 
and oppose the easing of restrictions on bingo games. 

Proposition D: Motor Fuel 
Tax Increase

This proposition comes to the ballot by way 
of a referendum clause in SS#2 HB 146023 

This law would amend Missouri law to increase 
the motor fuel tax from seventeen cents per gallon 
to twenty-seven cents per gallon over the next four 
years. The rate will be annually increased by two and 
one half cents each year on July 1. The amendment 
will also allow a state income tax deduction for the 
value of any prize or award won in the Olympics, 
Paralympics, or Special Olympics; and also create 
an “Emergency State Freight Bottleneck Fund,” 
dedicated to financing road improvement projects in 
the state. A “no” vote will not amend the Missouri 
statutes. The fuel tax in Missouri has not been raised 
since 1996 when a seventeen-cent tax was added. 

PRO: Proponents of the law see the financial 
benefits of a projected $288 million annual amount 
for state roads and Missouri State Law Enforcement 
plus $123 million annually to local governments for 
and construction and maintenance.24 

CON: Opponents generally do not favor this or 
any increase to state taxes and prefer keeping costs of 
living down within the state.25

(Endnotes)
1 https://themissouritimes.com/52669/missourians-first-

forms-to-oppose-clean-missouri-ballot-measure/
2 The Missouri Times, ‘Missouri First’ forms to oppose 

‘Clean Missouri’ ballot measure, 7/26/18; https://
themissouritimes.com/52669/missourians-first-
forms-to-oppose-clean-missouri-ballot-measure/ 
quoting Senator Jim Talent of Missourians First, an 
organization opposing Amendment 1; accessed 9/8/18

3 Ibid
4 Ibid
5 http://www.columbiatribune.com/news/20180802/three-

medical-marijuana-measures-on-november-ballot 
accessed 9/8/18

6 https://www.news-leader.com/story/news/politics/
elections/2018/08/02/medical-marijuana-minimum-
wage-set-appear-missourians-november-
ballots/888580002/ accessed 9/8/18 

7 https://www.missourinet.com/2018/08/10/efforts-to-raise-
missouris-minimum-wage-on-ballot-in-november-
general-election/ accessed 9/8/18

8 Abigail Hall Blanco, Guess Why Hundreds of Busboys 
Just Lost Their Jobs, 1/29/18, https://fee.org/articles/

guess-why-hundreds-of-bus-boys-just-lost-their-jobs/ 
accessed 1/29/18

9 Schedule I drugs are classified as having a high potential 
for abuse, no currently accepted medical use in 
treatment, and a lack of accepted safety for use. See 
https://calmca.org accessed 3/10/18 

10 Ben Striker, “Legalizing medical marijuana in Missouri 
could boost real estate market, according to advocacy 
group” 2/22/18, www.claytontimes.com accessed 
3/10/18

11 https://www.mjfactcheck.org/potency
12 Hidden Dangers of Marijuana, https://www.narconon.

org accessed 9/28/18 
13 Ibid.
14 https://childmind.org/article/marijuana-and-psychosis/
15 Judith Grisel, professor of psychology and neuroscience 

at Bucknell University, Pot Holes, Legalizing 
Marijuana is fine. But don’t ignore the science on its 
dangers, https://www.washingtonpost.com accessed 
9/28/18 

16 Ibid. 
17 “Three Reasons Why Medical Cannabis 

Should Be Legalized” 10/20/14, www.
medicalmarijuanaassociation.com, accessed 3/10/18. 

18 Ibid.
19 Ibid. 
20 Charles “Cully” Stimson, “The Case Against Legalizing 

Marijuana in California” 3/3/12, The Heritage 
Foundation, www.heritage.org/commentary/ accessed 
3/10/18. 

21 Ibid. 
22 https://ballotpedia.org/Missouri_Amendment_4,_

Management_and_Advertisement_of_Bingo_Games_
Amendment_(2018) accessed 9/8/18 

23 House Bill sponsored by Jean Evans (R) District 99. Last 
Action 5/30/18 delivered to the Secretary of State.

24  9/6/18 Proposition D in Missouri, 9/6/18 updated 
9/10/18, KFVS News, http://www.kfvs12.
com/2018/09/06/proposition-d-missouri/ accessed 
9/11/18

25 Ibid

Missouri Ballot Issues cont’d from p 10

11

©iStock.com/nid

©iStock.com/elenaleonova

The 11 Seasons 
of the Midwest

1. Winter
2. Fool’s Spring
3. Second Winter
4. Spring of 

Deception
5. Third Winter
6. Mud Season
7. Actual Spring
8. Summer
9. False Fall
10. Second Summer
11. Actual Fall
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In Defense of Capitalism and the Constitution

Individual vs. State
China remains oppressive, but 

powerful. Russia is ruled by a thug. 
Through violence, culture, and 

politics, Christianity and Judaism 
are under attack in the Middle East, 

Africa, Europe, Asia and here at 
home. The world is disintegrating 

into chaos. And the gifts of western 
civilization are in peril.

Against all this, there’s a fundamental truth of human 
nature: man must have a sense of discerning good from 
evil, identifying the truth, and fighting the good fight, 
of reaching for the Ultimate Truth, the Holy Infinite. 
Without that sense, the individual sinks into despair and 
society unravels into dystopia. 

In the 1800s, a theory arose in Europe and in the 
United States that rejected the notion that individuals, and 
through them society, must by nature reach for the truth. 
Instead, it argued that a soft science of administration 
could chart the way forward for society and help divine 
for individuals their path in life. To do so, it had to relieve 
citizens of man’s great task – discerning good from evil, 
in their personal lives and in charting the course of state. 
It ridiculed the individual’s reach for the Infinite through 
faith, and society’s reach through a national sovereign. 

This science of administration is the common tool of 
communism, fascism and progressivism. 

After World War II, Europe, paradoxically, embraced 
the science of administration as a way to ensure peace. It 
feared the fight, even though nature and history tell us that 
such fear invites political aggression, followed by physical 
aggression. And so, now Europe does not understand 
western civilization, much less defend it. It holds religion, 
liberty, capitalism, and patriotism as antiquated notions, 
that reminisce an ignorant era. It dulls the need to have a 
border or even a country, because there’s less to defend. It 
holds traditional Americans as unrefined rogues who dwell 
on these notions of personal and national sovereignty, 
faith in God, and man’s yearning to reach for the Infinite. 
Deplorables.

In America, progressivism embraced the science of 
administration. It is an ideology in opposition to the 
Founding Principles and to Judeo-Christian principles. It 
animates and forms the Progressive march. 

Taking Back Our Government from Unelected Bureaucrats
Presented to Eagle Forum at Eagle Council XLVII

Emmett McGroarty, September 29, 2018

Four Roadblocks to 
Progressives

Progressivism sees, in America, four hurdles to 
implementing its ideology.  

First, it must quell the notion of eternal truths, 
because that concept threatens the primacy of the 
administrative state. It impairs the efficiency of the 
expert, whose programs and policies would have to 
yield to citizens’ rights. Progressives such as Theodore 
Roosevelt and Herbert Croly denied the existence of 
such permanent principles and “countered that the 
ends and scope of government were to be re-defined 
in each historical [era].” See Ronald J. Pestritto and 
William J. Atto, eds., American Progressivism: A Reader 
(Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2008).

Second, the separation of powers is bad, because it 
safeguards rights and citizen control. One way or 
another, power would have to be transferred from the 
legislature to experts in the executive branch. 

Third, state government had to be subdued, because 
it too favored citizen control. Progressives had to 
find a way, as Woodrow Wilson said (in The Study of 
Administration), “to make town, city, county, state, 
and federal governments ... interdependent and co-
operative.”

And fourth, and most important, there was the 
problem of the American people themselves, whom 
Wilson described as “selfish, ignorant, timid, 
stubborn, or foolish.” Deplorables. They would have 
to be trained to respond, animal-like, to the experts. 

Individualism
At the heart of it, Progressives dislike American 

individualism—the sovereignty of the individual—and 
the eternal truths that support it. They reinterpreted the 
Founding, the Declaration and the Constitution as quaint 
developments that were functional necessities, in order to 
break away from Britain and to settle the West. 

When the Bureau of Census declared the end of the 
Frontier in 1890, the Progressives seized the moment. 
Frederick Jackson Turner argued that the frontier 
necessitated individualism. He said: 

Complex [or modern] society is precipitated 
by the wilderness into a kind of primitive 

organization, based on the family. The tendency 
is anti-social. It produces antipathy to control, 

and particularly to any direct control.

The frontier mentality had been necessary for 
establishing independence and for settling the frontier, 
but with that gone, America must evolve.

The Progressives set to work on overcoming their 
hurdles. And you all know well what it has done during 
the last 130 years. It has, in significant part, combined 
the three governmental powers into one—in the 
administrative state—and it has transferred power 

from the states to the federal administrative state. It has 
made state governments, and even local governments, its 
functionaries. 

It used, and still uses, a common set of mechanisms 
across departments to accomplish its objectives. These 
include mechanisms intended to undermine state 
sovereignty such as grants to states conditioned on the 
adoption of federally-preferred policies; state plans 
whereby the federal government reviews and approves a 
state’s strategies for addressing a whole subject area like 
transportation and education; conditional grants that 
undermine state sovereignty by going directly to local 
government. It also includes mechanisms that undermine 
state sovereignty and that condition the will of state 
citizens, such as large swaths of biased federal research, 
public-private partnerships, and federally financed public 
relations campaigns. There is another consequence. 

Education
Progressives have succeeded in eviscerating authentic 

education in favor of one that infantilizes Americans to 
the benefit of the administrative state of course. 

The study of authentic history is avoided in favor 
of social studies, teaching man’s dependency on the 
community and the need to compromise. 

The study of great, narrative literature is a threat. It 
tells stories about the condition of man, moral dilemmas, 
and prudential decision-making. It transmits culture to 
succeeding generations. Consequently, its prominence 
in curriculum has been downgraded in favor of lower-
complexity informational texts designed to teach students 
to fill out job reports. 

Science has been perverted into a tool for social 
justice. And the child’s first academic encounter with the 
absolute—math—is now the jibber-jabber of Common 
Core, fuzzy math that fails to prepare children for STEM 
studies or even college. Progressives must suppress or 
confuse the study of absolutes, even in math. 

SHORT LINES
From Gary Bauer, October 8, 2018:

“After what we have just witnessed in the 
Kavanaugh confirmation, every conservative 
should be willing to crawl over crushed glass 

to vote this November!”
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We have rising generations who do not know their 
history or culture, and are thus unable to defend it, or even 
see a reason for defending it. We follow in the footsteps of 
the Europeans.

Progressives have locked us in. They have constructed 
a system that makes true reform difficult. 

Beyond the destruction of state government and 
citizen engagement, they have also rendered Congress 
dysfunctional.

Congress
First there’s the filibuster rule, requiring 60 votes for 

a bill to have a vote on the senate floor. Around 1975, 
that rule was changed further so that senators don’t have 
to actually stand up and talk. They can simply give notice 
that they don’t want an issue to move forward, and then the 
senate goes about other business. As Byron York observed, 
even in the House, legislation is shaped with an eye of 
getting 60 votes in the Senate. This 60-vote requirement 
gives weak-willed Republican senators a ready mechanism 
to avoid the hard issues—the ones that must be raised in 
order to get back to constitutional order. The rule was 
ended for the selection of Supreme Court justices, but we 
should call it the “Souter Rule,” because that’s the type of 
outcome it ensures.

It is also the saving grace for Democrats and liberals. 
It keeps their most radical ideas from being debated and 
brought up for a vote, and thus shields their radical nature 
from the American people. 

But that’s not all. The system is rigged against 
dedicated constitutionalists, as well as against the citizen. 

Added to this, as Congressman Buck described in 
his book, the congressional committee system heavily 
favors members who raise lots of money for the party 
campaign committees. This gives big business an almost 
insurmountable advantage in being heard and in setting 
the agenda. New members have a choice: fight for 
the constitution and the people, or pursue leadership. 
Congressmen with a constitutional agenda, like Freedom 
Caucus members, find themselves kicked off to the 
sidelines. 

The committee system gives leadership a power 
windfall. It has adopted the science of administration 
mentality. The members are denigrated, infantilized. As 
you all have experienced, time and time again, they often 
don’t have access to complex, 1,000 page bills like ESSA 
until a day or two before the vote, much less a say in the 
content of those bills.

But the most dangerous consequence is the threat 
to the American character. Afraid to fight the federal 

leviathan, governors search for accomplishment by signing 
onto federal programs, and pretending them to be theirs. 
Republican senators and congressmen in unison proclaim 
the virtues of capitalism. Yet, on unanimous consent, 
they pass the Workforce Opportunity Investment Act, a 
favorite of President Clinton. They flirt with combining 
the Department of Education and the Department of 
Labor, as if there were an identity of interest between 
employer and employee—something only the most 
diehard of collectivists would claim. 

They embrace federalism and sovereignty among their 
constituents, yet they have no serious efforts to return 
any authorities to the states. Instead, they make absurd 
claims such as giving the states “flexibility” is a return 
of sovereignty and state “accountability” to the federal 
government trumps federalism. 

The president tells the UN of an “America ... governed 
by Americans,” one that rejects “the ideology of globalism 
and accept the doctrine of patriotism.” Yet, at the same 
time, his Secretary of Education signs onto a globalist 
G20 education agenda that, among other things, pledges 
to “provide education that supports better integration of 
common values like freedom, tolerance, empathy, non-
discrimination, human rights, a culture of peace and non-
violence and sustainable development.” Yet, not a peep 
from Congress.

Big Business
Big, crony businesses prefer regulation. They use it to 

gain a competitive advantage, to raise the cost of doing 
business for entrepreneurs and small companies that do 
not have the resources to navigate those hurdles. 

Truth
We are losing the habit of sorting the good from the 

bad, and the consequences are devastating. We have lost 
the habit of fighting. The progressives sense that and are 
evermore belligerent and irrational. We are going the way 
of Europe. Matters that not long ago would have been 
summarily dismissed in the public square now become 
obstacles. Republicans cower before the ridiculous, afraid 
that the American people will not back them. Afraid 
because they are not in the habit of fighting the good fight.

Moreover, we are critically endangered. The rising 
generations do not understand their culture. They do 
not understand the difference between socialism and 
capitalism. They are ignorant of their rights, and of their 
source. It is a farce, for example, to think the borders will 
be protected if the people are ignorant as to what is being 
protected. No matter how much science informs us, we 
will never protect babies in the womb if the people do not 
know what a right is or are embarrassed to fight for them. 
We will continue to slide away from capitalism –a concept 

at the very heart of the Constitution–if Republicans, 
conservatives, and libertarians are even afraid to use the 
word.

Solutions
The Progressive machine is held together by weak tape. 

1) Making one change on Capitol Hill – changing 
the filibuster rule, the way committees are 
formed, or the way committee chairs are 
selected, will start a cascade of changes. 

2) Passing legislation on how federal grants are 
handled; federally financed PR campaigns; 
for cost benefit analyses of federal grants and 
regulations; and for transparency in how state 
employee testimony before their legislatures.

3) Electing morally strong, intelligent informed rule-
of-law people to the school boards.

4) Engaging the churches and their congregations in 
information seminars on the issues. 

5) Getting conservative, biblically-sound Christians 
to vote in November.1

Emmett McGroarty is a senior fellow at the American 
Principles Project. Emmett leads the foundation’s 
initiative to defend parental rights and fight attempts 
to exclude parents from having a say in what their 
children learn and who teaches it to them. Mr. 
McGroarty and his colleague, Jane Robbins, authored 
Controlling Education from the Top: Why Common Core 
Is Bad for America, which was co-published by the 
APP Foundation, Pioneer Institute, Pacific Research 
Institute, and the Washington Policy Center. He is 
a co-founder of TruthInAmericanEducation.com, a 
nationwide network of individuals and organizations 
that exposes the truth about the Common Core system.

(Endnotes)
1 Points 3-5 under “Solutions” were added by FRONT LINE 

with permission of the author.

SHORT LINES

Capitalism and the Constitution cont'd from p.12 

Here’s another example of the left’s 
insanity: On the one hand, there are left-
wing groups trying to remove crosses from the 
graves of soldiers who died for America.

On the other hand, another left-wing 
group, PETA, is trying to force the state of 
Maine to put up graves for lobsters.
(http://www.foxnews.com/food-
drink/2018/08/30/peta-wants-to-build-large-
gravestone-in-memory-dead-lobsters-in-
maine.html)

So glad everyone on the left has their 
priorities straight!

GRAVES FOR LOBSTERS?

Excerpts from Gary Bauer’s End Of Day 
report, Thursday, August 30, 2018. 

https://patriotpost.us
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Emotions are not equal to facts. Today’s culture 
tends to celebrate emotions. When we watch 
a show, listen to a story, or look at a work of 

art, we want to feel something. When we go through 
tragedy or celebrate life, emotions are just natural. 
God created us to have emotions. There are plenty 
of scriptures that even explain the emotions of God. 
However, when it comes to facts, emotions can skew 
your view.

Think of the ideology of pro-choice activists. It’s 
a campaign purely driven by fear. Fear that a woman 
wouldn’t be able to raise a child because of singleness, 
finances, or career goals. Then when they go through 
with it, society tells them that they should feel proud, 
but so many times, they are driven into depression. 
The truth is that there are more resources now, more 
than ever, to help mothers achieve their goals. And 
when you talk to mothers who kept their children, 
they will say it was the best decision they have ever 
made.

Many of you have heard of a recently coined title, 
Social Justice Warrior. They pride themselves on saving 
mankind, I mean womankind, I mean… you know 
what I’m trying to say, from “harmful forces” like the 
patriarchy, white privilege, and religious oppression. 
Essentially, they are angry about everything.

Did you know that more than 100 colleges are 
offering undergraduate or graduate degrees in social 
justice? This may be the worst career path since 
women’s studies. These programs mandate students to 
participate in left-wing causes while learning about a 
slew of highly-skewed problems such as heterosexism, 
institutional racism, and environmental harm. They 
are essentially being trained to be full-time protestors.

That is just one of the many absurd career paths 
or courses you can take. Others include Queering 
God: Feminist and Queer Theology (as it pertains to 
God), White People, Black Hair Politics, and Saints 

“Free Speech” on College Campuses
Recently, Tabitha Walter, Eagle Forum’s Executive Director of the 
Washington, D.C., office gave a commencement speech to graduates 
at the Leadership Institute. She addressed the issue of free speech 
on college campuses. Here is an excerpt from her speech:

and Sexuality, to name a few. Keep in mind, someone 
is paying for these classes, and many times, it’s our 
taxpayer money.

What they aren’t being taught is American 
history. Otherwise, they would know why the United 
States fought against destructive ideologies such as 
communism, Marxism, and socialism. Our founders 
sought true freedom as outlined in our Constitution. 
Those freedoms do not stop once you cross the 
threshold of a college campus.

After all of this foolishness, 
be encouraged, because we 

ARE winning.
So far, nine states have banned free speech areas. 

That may seem like a low number, but keep in mind, 
free speech zones are a fairly new concept. We are 
seeing more and more of these bills cropping up in 
legislative sessions.

The Department of Justice has been on a roll with 
filing Statements of Interest in several free speech 
cases. One case is Speech First v. Schlissel. This was 
filed against the University of Michigan whose speech 
policies prohibit and punish speech. The University 
also created a “Bias Response Team” who harassed 
students for wearing Make America Great Again hats. 
Since then, the university made the necessary updates 
to their policy.

One notable case I would like to point out on free 
speech is Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights 
Commission. A cake baker by the name Jack Phillips 
runs a bakery in Colorado. When a gay couple asked 
him to bake a cake for their wedding ceremony, 
Jack gently explained that he couldn’t because of his 
beliefs. He explained that this isn’t the only event he 
wouldn’t make a cake for. He also didn’t make cakes 
for Halloween, bachelor/bachelorette parties, and so 
on. But the couple complained to the Civil Rights 
Commission and the Commission forced Jack to re-
educate his staff on LGBT issues and was told that 
he could no longer refuse to make a cake for a gay 
wedding.

The Supreme Court ruled 7-2 in Jack’s favor. Now 
this may not directly deal with campus free speech, 
but could certainly have wide-spread effects on those 
kinds of situations, like forced participation in events 
that students may morally object to.

The solutions to this free speech problem are fairly 
simple. This is every American’s First Amendment 

right regardless of where you are standing. Colleges 
and Universities must uphold our Constitution. 
They can do this by creating policies that reaffirm the 
Constitution by allowing every student to speak freely 
and demonstrate peacefully anywhere on campus. 
Congress has already acted on this by introducing a 
resolution (H. Res. 307) that does just that. It is still 
in the House, but actions have been taken to put the 
language in upcoming education bills.

One of the simplest solutions though, is you. You 
can fight to speak freely and lead by example. You must 
seek out opposing views, people who live different 
lives than you, and good, old-fashioned research from 
both sides. These interactions will exercise your mind 
and teach you how to have civil discourse. Choose 
to be a happy warrior. Phyllis Schlafly could always 
speak the truth bluntly, but with a smile. Others are 
more inclined to hear what you have to say when you 
can be calm, yet passionate about your view.” Join 
Eagle Forum!

You can “fly with the Eagles” by joining 
the most effective national organization 
of 80,000 men and women who share 
conservative and pro-family values. We have 
faith in God and in America, and hope in the 
future, based on freedom and opportunity 
for all. Contact Eagle Forum at 200 W 3rd 
St., Ste 502, Alton, IL 62002; (618) 433-
8990 or eagle@eagleforum.org.
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In 1951, Upton Sinclair, the author of the anti-
capitalist screed “The Jungle,” who was fresh off 
two efforts at running for Congress on the Socialist 

Party ticket, wrote a letter to Norman Thomas, the 
party’s perennial candidate for president.

Here’s what Sinclair said: 
“The American people will take Socialism, 
but they won’t take the label. … Running on 
the Socialist ticket I got 60,000 votes, and 
running (as Democrat for governor) on the 
slogan to ‘End Poverty in California’ I got 
879,000. I think we simply have to recognize 
the fact that our enemies have succeeded 
in spreading the Big Lie. There is no use 
attacking it by a front attack, it is much better 
to out-flank them.”
Has America finally been outflanked by 50 

years of educational dumbing down and academic 
indoctrination? Maybe so. If not yet, is it inevitable 
without reforming our educational institutions 
from bottom to top? How is it possible, with all the 
prosperity free enterprise has created in the U.S. over 
242 years, that not enough of it has been used to 
rebuild the schools to teach the obvious, self-evident 
facts about economics so they can be understood 
by children, teens, young adults and even post-grad 
students?

Socialism is a fool’s paradise. That is to say, it’s a 
promising dream that always ends in misery – not 
often, not usually, but 100 percent of the time.

S till, the Bernie Sanderses of the world, the Ivy 
League faculty lounge crowd, angry university 
students hopelessly saddled with ridiculous 

amounts of debt, as well as the lumpenproletariat 
free-loaders, can all be persuaded that, one of these 
times, it’s bound to work the way Karl Marx imagined 
it would. All we have to do is take from the rich and 
give to the poor. It seems so simple, after all. But the 
math never works out, no matter how many times it’s 
given another chance.

With socialism, seeing is not believing. Instead, 
believing is all that matters – believing in envy, pride, 
greed and sin, I might add.

The subject is as relevant as ever as the U.S. 
approaches another fork in the road of history with 
the November midterm elections – the balance of 
power in Congress hanging on the outcome.

The entire Democratic Party has drunken deep 
of the socialist Kool-Aid, long ago fully embracing 
Sinclair’s own less-than-candid marketing formula of 
avoiding the S-word, just promising to “end poverty,” 
despite what Jesus Himself said about it: “For the 
poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not 
always.”

Maybe it’s a sign. If socialism triumphs in the 
world’s last bastion of a free economy, we can always 
hope it will signal His return. I’m not sure anything 
short of that will otherwise save us.

It’s clear that those putting their faith in 
government control of the economy believe it’s 
simply a matter of having better people in charge…

As for me, I don’t believe any mortal human being 
is capable of making socialism work as prescribed. 
Even the apostle Paul was of such mind, as when he 
told the Thessalonians: “For even when we were with 
you, this we commanded you, that if any would not 
work, neither should he eat.”

Jesus was no socialist either, though, if anyone 
could make it work it would be Him. You won’t 
find Him advocating it during His life on earth, but, 
interestingly He was betrayed by one.” 

Will Americans Succumb to 
the Sin of Socialism?

The Bible repeatedly rejects collectivism in favor of 
individual responsibility and charity

by Joseph Farah 
as published at www.WND.com October 2, 2018

SHORT LINES
Margaret Thatcher once said, “The trouble 

with socialism is that eventually you run out 
of other people's money.”

SHORT LINES

The Stranger
When I was a little kid, my dad met a stranger 

who was new to our town. From the beginning, Dad 
was fascinated with this enchanting newcomer and 
soon invited him to live with our family.

The stranger was quickly accepted and was around 
from then on. As I grew up, I never questioned his 
place in my family. In my young mind, he had a 
special niche.

My parents were complementary instructors: 
Mom taught me good from evil, and Dad taught me 
to obey. 

But the stranger ... he was our storyteller. He 
would keep us spellbound for hours on end with 
adventures, mysteries and comedies.

If I wanted to know anything about politics, 
history or science, he always knew the answers about 
the past, understood the present and even seemed able 
to predict the future! He took my family to the first 
major league ball game. He made me laugh, and he 
made me cry. The stranger never stopped talking, but 
Dad didn’t seem to mind. Sometimes, Mom would 
get up quietly while the rest of us were shushing each 
other to listen to what he had to say, and she would go 
to the kitchen for peace and quiet. (I wonder now if 
she ever prayed for the stranger to leave.)

Dad ruled our household with certain moral 
convictions, the stranger never felt obligated to honor 
them.

Profanity, for example, was not allowed in our 
home – not from us, our friends or any visitors. Our 
long time visitor, however, got away with four-letter 
words that burned my ears and made my dad squirm 
and my mother blush.

My dad didn’t permit the liberal use of alcohol, 
but the stranger encouraged us to try it on a regular 
basis. He made cigarettes look cool, cigars manly, and 
pipes distinguished. He talked freely (much too freely) 
about sex. His comments were sometimes blatant, 
sometimes suggestive, and generally embarrassing.

I now know that my early concepts about 
relationships were influenced strongly by the stranger. 
Time after time, he opposed the values of my parents, 
yet he was seldom rebuked. And was NEVER asked 
to leave.

More than fifty years have passed since the stranger 
moved in with our family. He has blended right in and 
is not nearly as fascinating as he was at first. Still, if 
you could walk into my parents’ den today, you would 
still find him sitting over in his corner, waiting for 
someone to listen to him talk and watch him draw his 
pictures.

His name?

We just call him TV.

The stranger has a wife now. We call her Computer. 
Their first child is Cell Phone and the second child 
is iPod. A few years ago, their grandchild, iPad, 
was born.
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MISSOURI CANDIDATE 
PROFILES

General Election 2018

Republican
JOSH HAWLEY
BIO: Josh is a native Missourian from Lexington and the 
state’s current Attorney General. He and his wife Erin have 
two children; He holds a BA, History from Stanford University 
(2002); JD, Yale Law School (2006). He served as a Judicial 
Clerk in the Court of Appeal and the United States Supreme 
Court from 2007-2008. He has worked as an attorney from 2008 
to 2011 and an associate professor of law at the University of Missouri, School 
of Law. He worked on the U.S. Supreme Court decision Burwell v. Hobby Lobby 
(2014); “Hawley was instrumental to obtaining the landmark victory that protects 
the religious liberty of all Americans.”1 
ISSUES: Pro-life; pro-second amendment; supports Ethics Reform in Jefferson 
City that will include the Attorney General’s office; protect Missouri farmers by 
stopping Obama’s “Clean Power Plan” in court; opposes the EPA’s WOTUS rule; 
fix the illegal immigration problem and border security problems; stop frivolous 
lawsuits with Tort Reform; defend religious liberty and continue to push back on 
Obamacare. 
Ratings and Endorsements: Missouri Right to Life (2018); National Rifle 
Association 93% (2018); The Club for Growth (2018); Missouri Farm Bureau 
Federation (2017); Gun Owners of America (2016). 
WEBSITE: http://joshhawley.com 

 

Democrat
CLAIRE MCCASKILL (Incumbent)

BIO: Born July 24, 1953, in Rolla, Missouri; Current United 
States Senator from Missouri; BS, Political Science, University 
of Missouri-Columbia (1975); JD, University of Missouri 
Law School, 1978; Missouri House of Representatives (1983-
1988), ran for governor in Missouri in 2004, Missouri State 
Auditor 1999-2006; legislative committees include Armed Services, 
Finance, Homeland Security, and various other subcommittees; member, White 
House Commission for Drug Free Communities; prior work includes prosecutor, 
assistant prosecutor, and as clerk for the Missouri Court of Appeals (KC). Claire’s 
net worth in 2012 was $20,969,104.2

ISSUES: Senator McCaskill voted no on the confirmation vote for Neil M. 
Gorsuch to be an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States. 
Voted against an amendment to repeal the ACA (OBAMACARE) on July 26, 
2017. Voted against the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (HR 1) on December 20, 2017. 
In 2008, Senator McCaskill was an early supporter of Barack Obama who she 
endorsed for president over Hillary Clinton. In 2016, she endorsed and supported 
Hillary Clinton, who lost in Missouri by double digits to President Trump. In 
2018 alone, Claire McCaskill has raised over $17.5 million from contributors 
including Centene Corp. ($357,178.00), Washington University in St. Louis 
($265,691.00) and the University of Missouri ($196,420.00).3

Elections DO have consequences and the most dangerous voter is always an 
uninformed voter. How we cast our ballot can effect the circumstances of 
crime running rampant, churches being silenced, children being recruited 

into sexual slavery in their schools, families suffering under oppressive taxes and 
mandates, and having jobs or not having jobs. How much we spend at the gas 
pumps and what our children learn in school, bring public policy home. These 
are not just questions of price and curriculum. They are decisions of morality and 
values: what we believe and why we believe it. 

Missourians already made a significant choice this summer in the August 
primary, when voters chose to reject the legislature and the executive decision 
in  2017, which would have made Missouri a Right-to-Work State. How this 
decision impacts the state’s economy and employment over the next decade will 
be watched closely by both sides in this debate. 

Space limits our coverage of ballot issues and state candidates, but we have 
provided a starting place and great resources for our readers to follow up on the 

rest of the local races and issues. We encourage you to use this information as a 
starting point to inform yourselves and others on the issues and candidates so 
you can make a wise and informed decision. In an attempt to give a sense of the 
candidates’ positions and qualifications, we have chosen to highlight information 
from independent sources, especially their endorsements and their supporters. 
Be sure to go to the candidates’ own websites to see what they have to say. Some 
of this information can be found on ballotpedia.org and votesmart.org. For some 
candidates, we could only provide their websites for further information. 

Every effort has been made to be fair and impartial in our presentation of 
candidates, as we do not and will not endorse any particular person or party. We 
are, however, focused on issues of faith, the economy and free market system, 
and education, which impact the family and the culture. Our focus and guide, 
therefore, in selecting information is based on the Constitution and the Author of 
Divine Providence on whose principles that document was created. With that in 
mind, please use this information as a guide and then use the available resources 
to further inform your own judgment and decisions. 

Will enough Missourians turn out to make a positive difference in the 
election on November 6, 2018? Do enough Missourians still care about 

issues of drug use, taxation, and education to make a difference during 
a mid-term election cycle? Will emotions, stirred up by a biased and 

selective media succeed in electing their favored candidates?

~~~ U.S. SENATOR~~~
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Ratings and Endorsements: Consistently endorsed with ratings of 100% by 
abortion rights organizations such as NARAL, Planned Parenthood and Population 
Connection. In 2018, Planned Parenthood Action Fund (100%), NARAL Pro-
Choice America (100%), but received a 0% rating from the National Right to Life 
Committee (2017-2018).4 Received a rating of 0% from The Club for Growth 
(2018), Associated Builders & Contractors (2017-2018) and National Federation 
of Independent Business (2017-2018). Other 2018 endorsements include Blue 
Rising PAC (liberal anti-Trump activist organization), Emily’s List, End Citizens 
United, Feminist Majority PAC, J Street PAC, Los Angeles Women’s Collective, 
National Education Association, and Population Connection (abortion and 
population control). 
WEBSITE: https://clairemccaskill.com and https://medium.com/@
mcCaskill4MO 

Republican
SAUNDRA MCDOWELL
BIO: Married, mother of five, lives in Jefferson City; JD, Law, 
Regents University School of Law; Bachelor’s, Philosophy, 
Politics Drake University; no prior political experience found; 
Technical Sergeant, U.S. Air Force (1999-2007); Attorney-at-
Law beginning 2010 with Parmele Law Firm; Assistant Attorney 
General, Office of the Missouri Attorney General (2014-2017); 
Director of Enforcement, Missouri Secretary of State (2017-2018).
Ratings and Endorsements: Missouri Right to Life (2018).
WEBSITE: https://www.saundramcdowellformissouri.com 

Democrat 

NICOLE GALLOWAY (Incumbent)

BIO: Born in St. Louis, Missouri, married and mother 
of two; Bachelor’s, Applied Mathematics/Economics, 
Missouri University of Science and Technology (2004); 
MBA, Accounting, University of Missouri (2008); received 
controversial appointment to her current position as state 
auditor in 2015 by Democratic Governor Jay Nixon. 

Appointment made to fill the position of Republican Auditor Tom Schweich 
who tragically died shortly after being elected in 2014. Current period of 
appointment filling Mr. Schweich’s position ends January 2019; Treasurer, Boone 
County (2011-2015); previous work includes actuarial analyst, auditor, corporate 
auditor, Secretary/Treasurer, Missouri Technology Corporation, and certified 
fraud examiner. 
Ratings and Endorsements: National Women’s Political Caucus of Metro St. 
Louis (2018).
WEBSITE: https://nicolegalloway.com and http://www.auditor.mo.gov 

Libertarian
JAPHETH CAMPBELL
BIO: Born in Fort Smith, Arkansas; State Convention Delegate, 
Texas Republican Party (1994); MS, Entertainment Business, 
Full Sail University; E-Commerce Analyst, Assemblies of God 
(2013-present); Minister, United States Army. See website for 
additional information. 
Ratings and Endorsements: None found
WEBSITE: https://www.campbell4liberty.com 

Green
JO CRAIN
BIO: Born May 18, 1941, Jo has three children and lives 
in Kansas City, Missouri. She attended Oklahoma City 
University. See also candidate Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/jocrainforussenate/ for information on issues 
and background.

WEBSITE: https://www.missourigreenparty.org/jo_crain_for_us_senate

U.S. SENATOR cont’d

McCaskill cont’d

~~~ STATE AUDITOR ~~~
Libertarian 

SEAN O’TOOLE
BIO: Born in St. Paul, Minnesota, on January 8, 1961, 
and lives in Kansas City, Missouri; BA, Finance/Business 
Administration, Hamline University, (1983); prior candidate 
for Missouri State House of Representatives (2010) and 
Missouri State Treasurer (2012); employment includes twenty 
five years as an agriculture commodities trader at the Kansas 
City Board of Trade, the Minneapolis Grain Exchange and the Chicago Board 
of Trade. Currently works as a software developer with Phoenix Web Group, 
Principal, HedgeLogic LLC, and director of information technology with U 
Incorporated; treasurer for Scarritt Renaissance Neighborhood Association and 
Missouri Libertarian Party.
Ratings and Endorsements: None found.
WEBSITE: https://otoole4mo.com 

Green
DON FITZ
BIO: No prior political experience; PhD, Social Psychology, 
University of Texas at Austin (1974); worked as an instructor 
at Austin Community College, Maryville University, Harris-

Stowe State University, St. Louis Community College, and 
Washington University in St. Louis; assistant professor at 

Southern Illinois University, Valparaiso University, and University 
of Missouri St Louis. 
WEBSITE: https://www.facebook.com/Fitz4MOgov 
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CONSTITUTION 

JACOB LUETKEMEYER
BIO: Jacob is a lifelong Missouri resident who is married and 
lives in California, Missouri, with his wife and eight children. 
He attended DeVry Institute of Technology majoring in 
Computer Information Systems. Attended Columbia College 
and graduated with a BS in Business Administration and an 
emphasis on Accounting; small business owner and employee 
of IBM as automation developer and IT security specialist. Currently works in 
data analytics and automation support for IBM. Has owned a small business. No 
information found on candidate’s campaign for state auditor (2018). 
As auditor he plans to update the state’s accounting information system, 
implement new and advanced audit system, update processes and procedures, 
and assist government entities in design, implementation, and training on new 
accounting systems.5 
WEBSITE: http://luetkemeyerforauditor.com 

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 1 

Republican
ROBERT VROMAN
BIO: Born March 8, 1981, in St. Louis, Missouri, where 
he currently resides; holds BS in economics from Webster 
University (2007); previously ran for Missouri State House 
of Representatives in 2014 and U.S. House of Representatives 
in 2018. Worked as a financial officer from 2007-2010 and has 
been a business owner since 2010. 
WEBSITE: https://www.facebook.com/VoteVroman/

Democrat 

LACY CLAY (Incumbent)

BIO: Born in St. Louis on July 27, 1956; married with two 
children; BS, Government/Politics, University of Maryland 
(1983); current U.S. House of Representatives since 2000; 
Missouri State Senator (1991-2000); member of legislative 
committees including Financial Service, Natural Resources, 

Oversight and Government Reform, and other subcommittees. 
Ratings and Endorsement: J Street PAC6 (2018); Sierra Club 

(2018); Sierra Club Missouri Chapter (2018) Planned Parenthood Action Fund 
100% (2018); National Right to Life Committee 0% (2018); Club for Growth 
5% (2017); Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council 25% (2015-2016).
WEBSITE: http://lacyclay.org and http://lacyclay.house.gov 

Libertarian 
ROBB E. CUNNINGHAM
BIO: Born in Overland, Missouri; prior candidate for Missouri 
State Senate (2004), U.S. House of Representatives (2006, 
2008, 2010, 2012, 2014), U.S. House of Representatives 
(2016); member of the Missouri Libertarian Executive 
Committee; see social media website for additional information 
on candidate. 
Ratings and Endorsements: None found for this candidate.
WEBSITE: https://www.facebook.com/RobbLibertarian/

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 2 

Republican
ANN WAGNER (Incumbent)

BIO: Born September 13, 1962; married with three children 
and lives in Ballwin, Missouri; member of St. Clare of Assisi 
Church, Ellisville, MO; BSBA, University of Missouri at 
Columbia (1984); current Representative from Missouri 
(District 2) to the U.S. House of Representatives; served on 
several legislative committees in the U.S. House including Capital 
Markets, Securities, and Investment Subcommittee, Financial Services, Foreign 
Affairs, Task Force to Investigate Terrorism Financing, and other subcommittees; 
former U.S. Ambassador to Luxembourg (2005-2010).
Ratings and Endorsements: Maggie’s List (2018); Missouri Right to Life 
(2018); National Rifle Association (2018); Value in Electing Women PAC 
(2018); Planned Parenthood Action Fund 0% (2018); National Right to Life 
100% (2018); Council for Citizens Against Government Waste 96% (2017); 
Club for Growth 65% (2016); National Rifle Association 93% (2016); National 
Education Association 0% (2017). 
Issues: Candidate’s official website lists eight main topics of interest: national 
security (strong military), jobs and the economy (eliminate bureaucracy and red 
tape), illegal immigration (vetting and strong borders), reigning in government 
spending, fighting sex trafficking, supporting conservative values, protecting 
survivors of assault, and financial services (availability of saving and investment 
tools for all Americans). See website for further details. 
WEBSITE: https://annwagner.com and https://wagner.house.gov 

Democrat
CORT VanOSTRAN
BIO: Born in Missouri and currently lives in Clayton, 
Missouri; BA, government from Harvard University (2011); 
JD, Washington University (2014); intern, Senator Claire 
McCaskill (2012); intern, Judge Richard Teitelman, Missouri 
Supreme Court (2013); currently an associate with Gray, Ritter 
& Graham, PC since 2016; member of The Gathering United 
Methodist Church.
Ratings and Endorsements: End Citizens United (2018); NARAL Pro-Choice 
Missouri (2018); St. Louis Young Democrats (2018); Moms Demand Action 
Gun Sense Candidate (2018); International Brotherhood of Teamsters (2018); 
UAW (2018); St. Louis American (2018); Saint Louis High School Democrats 
(2018); St. Louis-Kansas City Carpenters Regional Council (2018); and United 
Steel Workers (2018). 
WEBSITE: https://cortforcongress.com and https://www.facebook.com/
cortforcongress/ 

Libertarian
LARRY A. KIRK
BIO: Charter Oak State College, bachelor’s degree in applied 
behavioral science (2002); University of the Cumberlands, 
master’s degree in justice administration (2017); Former law 
enforcement officer and small business owner.7 No ratings 
or endorsements found for this candidate. See website for 
additional information. 
WEBSITE: https://www.facebook.com/pg/KirkforLiberty
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Green

DAVID JUSTUS ARNOLD
BIO: BA, Biology, University of Kansas (1979); prior 
candidate for U.S. House of Representatives (2010 and 
2016); works as an associate at Brilliant Data Limited since 
1988. No religious or civic memberships found. No ratings or 
endorsements found. See website for additional information. 
WEBSITE: https://electdavidarnold.weebly.com 

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 3 

Republican
BLAINE LUETKEMEYER (Incumbent)

BIO: Married father of three born May 7, 1952, in St. 
Elizabeth, Missouri; BA, Political Science, Lincoln University 
(1974); Missouri State House Representative (1999-2005); 

current U.S. House of Representatives since 2008; served 
on financial services and small business legislative committees 

and other subcommittees; prior to political service he worked as 
a bank examiner, director of the Missouri Division of Tourism, small business 
owner (Insurance) and bank vice president; member of St. Lawrence Catholic 
Church, belongs to multiple religious and civic organizations including Knights 
of Columbus, Eldon Chamber of Commerce, Saint Elizabeth Care Center, 
Board of Trustees (Village of St. Elizabeth), and Mississippi Valley Flood Control 
Association.8

Ratings and Endorsements: Missouri Right to Life (2018); National Rifle 
Association (2018); Planned Parenthood Action Fund 0% (2018); National 
Right to Life Committee 100% (2018); Campaign for Working Families 100% 
(2018); ACLU 0% (2015-2016); Americans for Prosperity 86% (2017-2018); 
Heritage Action for America 70% (2017-2018); Eagle Forum 60% (2015-2016).
WEBSITE: http://www.blaineforcongress.com and https://luetkemeyer.
house.gov/contact 

Democrat
KATY GEPPERT
BIO: Born in Bond County, Illinois, and attended Quincy 
University (Illinois); BS Chemistry (2004); MS, Chemistry 
from St. Louis University (2010); No prior political experience 
found. Believes healthcare is a right and everyone is entitled to 
quality affordable care; supports universal Pre-K and need-based 
school funding; supports legislation requiring universal background 
checks and prohibition on high capacity magazines; low cost or no cost college, 
university, and trade school; pro choice; and LGBTQ rights.9 No religious 
affiliation or membership found for this candidate. No ratings or endorsements 
found for this candidate. See website for additional information on issues.
WEBSITE: https://katygeppertforcongress.com 

Libertarian
DONALD V. STOLLE 
BIO: Served in the United States Army; No other substantive information found 
on political experience, ratings, endorsements, or issues found. See social media 
campaign page shown below for more information. 
WEBSITE: https://www.facebook.com/Donald-Stolle-libertarian-for-
congress

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 4

Republican
VICKY HARTZLER (Incumbent)

BIO: Born October 13, 1960, and lives in Harrisonville, 
Missouri; BS, Education, University of Missouri Columbia 
(1983); MS, Education, Central Missouri State University 
(1992); incumbent, U.S. House of Representatives 
(2010-present); member, legislative committees including 
agriculture and armed services, and several subcommittees; 
spokesman; evangelical Christian; Coalition to Protect Marriage in Missouri 
(2004); teacher; co-owner, Hartzler Equipment Company. 
Ratings and Endorsements: Maggie’s List (2018); Missouri Right to Life (2018); 
National Rifle Association (2018); Value in Electing Women PAC (2018); Planned 
Parenthood Action Fund 0% (2018); National Right to Life Committee 100% 
(2017-2018); Americans for Prosperity 100% (2017-2018); Heritage Action for 
America 67% (2017-2018).
WEBSITE: http://www.vickyhartzler.com and http://hartzler.house.gov 

Democrat 
RENEE HOAGENSON 
Born in Missouri and lives in Columbia, Missouri; BA, 
English, University of Missouri Columbia (1990); No prior 
political experience found; publisher, Showcase Magazines 
(2011-present); member, Sacred Heart Catholic Church.

WEBSITE: http://www.reneehoagenson.com 

Libertarian 

MARK BLISS 
BIO: Website lists issues for candidate including jobs, the national debt, term 
limits, strength of the U.S. dollar, national defense, veteran’s rights, civil rights, 
the Second Amendment, legal immigration, affordable healthcare, innovative 
education, and drug law reform. No substantive information found on candidate 
bio, ratings, endorsements, or religious affiliation. See website for further 
information. 
WEBSITE: https://bliss4congress.com

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 5

Republican 

JACOB TURK
BIO: Lives in Lee Summit, Missouri; BS, Mechanical 
Engineering, University of Missouri Kansas City (1982); 
prior candidate for U.S. House of Representatives (2006, 
2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2016); United States Marine Corps 
(1974-1977); president, owner of Jacob Turk Enterprises 
(2013-present); member, Lee’s Summit Community Church; 
issues listed on website include small business help and support; common 
sense healthcare reform (repeal and replace Obamacare); national security and 
sovereignty (strong border security); military and veteran support. 
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Ratings and Endorsements: Missouri Right to Life (2018); NRA 0% (2016); 
Gun Owners of America 90% (2014); NRA 86% (2012).
WEBSITE: http://www.turkforcongress.com

Democrat 
EMANUEL CLEAVER, II (Incumbent)

BIO: Married with four children; born October 26, 
19444 in Waxahachie, Texas; BS, Sociology, Prairie View 
Agricultural and Mechanical University (1972); member, 
Kansas City, City Council (1979-1991); mayor, Kansas City, 
Missouri; incumbent, United States House of Representatives 
(2004-present); member, financial services legislative committee; 
senior pastor, St. James United Methodist Church (1969-2005); founder, 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (Kansas City).
Ratings and Endorsements: J Street PAC (2018), Sierra Club (2018), Sierra 
Club Missouri Chapter (2018); Planned Parenthood Action Fund 100% (2018); 
National Right to Life Committee 0% (2017-2018); United States Chamber of 
Commerce 44% (2017); Americans for Prosperity 0% (2017-2018).
WEBSITE: http://cleaverforcongress.com/home.php/# and https://cleaver.
house.gov 

Libertarian 

ALEXANDER HOWELL 
Candidate website indicates the campaign for congress kicks off “February 11, 
2023,” and provides contact information in Blue Springs, Missouri, with an email 
and a phone number but no other substantive information regarding positions on 
issues, ratings, or endorsements.
WEBSITE: https://www.alexanderhowell.com 

GREEN 
MAURICE COPELAND 
No substantive relevant information or website found. 

CONSTITUTION 

E.C. FREDLAND 
No substantive information or website found. 

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 6

Republican
SAM GRAVES (Incumbent) 
BIO: Born November 7, 1963, in Tarkio, Missouri; married 
with three children; BS, Agronomy, School of Agriculture, 
University of Missouri Columbia (1986); Representative, 
Missouri State House of Representatives (1992-1994); Senator, 
Missouri State Senate (1994-2000); incumbent, U.S. House of 
Representatives (2000-present); member, legislative committees 
on armed services and other subcommittees; member, First Baptist Church.
Ratings and Endorsements: Missouri Right to Life (2018); Planned Parenthood 
Action Fund 0% (2018); Campaign for Working Families 100% (2017-2018); 
National Right to Life Committee 100% (2017-2018); NARAL Pro-Choice 

America 0% (2016); The Club for Growth 76% (2017); American Civil Liberties 
Union 11% (2015-2016); Associated Builders & Contractors 100% (2017-2018).
WEBSITE: http://www.gravesforcongress.com and http://graves.house.gov 

Democrat 

HENRY ROBERT MARTIN 
BIO: Served in the United States Army (1988-1992) in the 
Persian Gulf for both Operation Desert Shield and Operation 
Desert Storm; bachelor’s, Mathematics Education, Lincoln, 
University (1998); Master’s Secondary Education, Lincoln 
University (2001); Graduate, Administrative Leadership, 
Walden University Online (2011); principal, assistant principal; 
math teacher, Southwest Early College Campus (2014-present); recipient of 
multiple military ribbons and medals. See website for more information. 
Ratings and Endorsements: None found for this candidate. 
WEBSITE: https://www.henrymartinforcongress.com 

Libertarian
DAN HOGAN
BIO: Born April 8, 1981, in Huntsville, Alabama; lives 
in St. Peters, Missouri, with his wife and one child; non-
denominational deist; BS, Ashworth College (2009); AAS, 

Health Care Management (2009); Continuing Ed Cert, 
Alternative Dispute Resolution, Kansas State University (2011); 

BASc, Management, Peru State College (2013); MS, Organizational 
Management, Peru State College, (2016); prior candidate for U.S. House of 
Representatives (2016); sergeant, United States Army (2009-2012); conductor, 
Union Pacific Railroad (2013-2014); conductor, Amtrak, (2014-present).
Ratings and Endorsements: None found for this candidate. Website has menu 
option for “grades and endorsements” but as of September 7, 2018, there were 
none listed for this candidate. 
WEBSITE: http://www.hogan4congress.org 

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 7

Republican 

BILLY LONG (Incumbent)

BIO: Born August 11, 1955, in Springfield, Missouri; 
married, two children; graduate, Missouri Auction School 
(1979); legislative committee member, energy and commerce 
and other subcommittees; former talk radio host; former 
owner of Billy Long Auctions LLC; member, First and Calvary 
Presbyterian Church.
Ratings and Endorsements: Missouri Right to Life (2018); National Rifle 
Association (2018); Planned Parenthood Action Fund 0% (2018); Campaign for 
Working families 100% (2017-2018); National Right to Life committee 100% 
(2017-2018); United States Chamber of Commerce 93% (2017); Americans for 
Prosperity 100% (2017-2018).
WEBSITE: https://billylongforcongress.com and http://long.house.gov 
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Democrat
JAMIE DANIEL SCHOOLCRAFT 
BIO: Born December 6, 1975, in Houston, Texas; married 
with three children and lives in Willard, Missouri; graduate, 
University of Missouri Kansas City (1997); Master’s, Missouri 
State University (2013); prior candidate for Missouri House 
of Representatives (2006); mayor, City of Willard (2007-2011); 
teacher, fireman, paramedic, medical officer; no religious or civic 
memberships found; candidate lists multiple issues on his website including 
affordable healthcare, living wage, opposed to Right to Work, investing in 
education for all, responsible gun ownership, and increasing rural internet. See 
website for further details on these issues and others. 
Ratings and Endorsements: Justice Democrats (2018).
WEBSITE: https://wwwelectschoolcraft.com 

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 8

Republican 
JASON SMITH (Incumbent)

BIO: Born June 16, 1980, in Salem, Missouri; BS, Agriculture 
Economics, Business Administration, University of Missouri 
Columbia (2001); Representative, Missouri House of 
Representatives (2005-2013); Majority Whip (2011-2013); 
current member, Missouri Farm Bureau; incumbent, U.S. 
House of Representatives, (2013-present); legislative committee 
member, Ways and Means, Budget; member of various other subcommittees; 
former attorney, real estate agent; member and Sunday school teacher, Grace 
Community Church. 
Ratings and Endorsements: Missouri Right to Life (2018); Planned Parenthood 
Action Fund 4% (2018); National Right to Life Committee 100% (2017-2018); 
Americans for Prosperity 94% (2017-2018); The John Birch Society 705 (2017-
2018); National Education Association (NEA) 0% (2017); Gun Owners of 
America 90% (2015-2016); National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana 
Laws 17% (2015-2016).
WEBSITE: http://electjasonsmith.com and http://jasonsmith.house.gov 

Democrat 

KATHY ELLIS
BIO: Lives in Festus, Missouri, with her spouse Ann; BS, 
Administration of Justice from University of Missouri St Louis; 
MSW, Washington University; licensed psychotherapist, 
Certified Reciprocal Advanced Alcohol and Drug Counselor, 
and Experiential Therapist III ; member, board of health center 
(since 2011). See website for more information.
Ratings and Endorsements: National Women’s Political Caucus (2018); 
National Association of Social Workers (2018); Mom’s Demand Action Gun 
Sense Candidate (2018); Project100 (2018)10; Sierra Club Missouri Chapter 
(2018).11

WEBSITE: https://ellisformissouri.com 

Libertarian 
JONATHAN L. SHELL 
BIO: Born in Fredericktown, Missouri; married, faith, Christian; no ratings or 
endorsements found for this candidate. See website for further information. 
WEBSITE: https://jonshellforcongress.my-free.website

(Endnotes)
1 Endorsement found on candidate website; Accessed 6/23/18 
ballotpedia.org Accessed 6/23/18
2 https://votesmart.org/candidate/campaign-finance/2109/claire-mccaskill#.
Wy7pCy2ZMW0 Accessed 6/23/18
3 votesmart.org/ratings for Claire McCaskill 2017-2018. Accessed 6/23/18
4 http://luetkemeyerforauditor.com/solution Candidate website accessed 9/5/18
5 Federal political action committee to promote American leadership in resolving 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict since 2008. See votesmart.org/interest-group/…/j-street-pac#/ 
Accessed 9/5/18 
6 https://ballotpedia.org/Larry_Kirk accessed 9/5/18
7 https://votesmart.org/candidate/biography/20400/blaine-luetkemeyer#.Wy_6YS2ZNPU 
Accessed 6/23/18 
8 https://katygeppertforcongress.com/issues/ accessed 9/5/18
9 https://www.ellisformissouri.com/endorsements/ accessed 9/7/18
10 votesmart.org accessed 9/7/18 
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SHORT LINES

AN IMPORTANT REASON TO VOTE ON 
NOVEMBER 6, 2018

“… some Democrats and Progressive activists are shifting tactics, 
pushing a scheme to ‘pack’ or ‘balance’ the Supreme Court by adding 
two new seats to be filled by liberal judges … If the Democrats retake 
Congress and the White House in 2020, but have their progressive 
legislation blocked by the Supreme Court, [t]he only way forward then, 
the arguments goes, would be appointing extra justices to ‘pack’ the court 
– a scheme proposed by Franklin Roosevelt … in the 30s….

“Caroline Burke noted, “But the number of Supreme Court justices 
isn’t a foundational American tenet, like termed presidencies. Its just a 
law – and more and more, intellectuals and thought leaders are raising the 
idea of packing the court as the only solution to ensuring the continuation 
of progressive legislation in coming years.” 

“Article III. Section. 1 ”The judicial Power of the United States shall 
be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the 
Congress may from time to time ordain and establish.” (e.g. Congress 
determines the number of all federal courts and then how many shall be 
on them including the Supreme Court.)

Progressives have gone to the courts to get their legislation passed, 
not the legislatures where there is healthy debate and more transparency. 
Control of the courts and particularly the Supreme Court would insure 
the progressive agenda of late term abortion, open borders, income re-
distribution, loss of personal property rights, final destruction of the family 
and ultimately the end Western (white) Judeo-Christian civilization.

VOTE! AND, educate and take others to VOTE.

https://www.blabber.buzz/conservative-news/425041-dems-wage-
war-on-kavanaugh-court-new-battles-over-legitimacy-impeachment-
recusal?utm_source=c-mid&utm_medium=c-mid-email&utm_term=c-
mid-sbcglobal.net

Missouri Candidate Profiles 2018 cont’d
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“The accumulation of all powers, legislative, executive, 
and judiciary, in the same hands, whether of one, a few, or 
many, and whether hereditary, self-appointed, or elective, 
may justly be pronounced the very definition of tyranny.” 

– James Madison, Federalist 47

COURT
WATCH

2018

Missouri Nonpartisan Court Plan
“God Save the United States and 

this Honorable Court!”

cont’d next page

Fall 2018, America is once again gripped by 
the drama surrounding the appointment of 

a Supreme Court Justice. While not as obvious and 
conspicuous, a great battle is going on all across our 
Republic in legislatures and courthouses for control 
over the judiciary. Judges, whether federal or state, 
are increasingly seen as those who rule over us rather 
than those who rule on the law. The Constitution is 
viewed as a “living document,” and it is the judges 
who are looked to as those who give the law its life. 
Don’t like the law? Find a judge to rule in your favor. 
Don’t like the Constitution? Get enough judges on 
the Supreme Court to “breathe new life into it.” The 
result, however, is not justice. It is tyranny. 
“What has been is what will be, and what has been 
done is what will be done, and there is nothing new 
under the sun. Is there a thing of which it is said, ‘See, 
this is new?’ It has been already in the ages before us.”1 
These are the familiar words from Scripture spoken 
by Solomon, one of the wisest men who ever lived. 
As we watch the unseemly spectacle unfold before us 
of accusations against a nomination to the Supreme 
Court of the United States, we are reminded of the 
wickedness and depravity of mankind in the pursuit 
of power. Truth is not simply what you want it to be. 
Truth is objective and real. It is what distinguishes fact 
from opinion. Words themselves are like weapons 
used to undermine truth. Judges, too, use words to 
decide cases and apply justice and wisdom. Having 
good judges is as important as having good laws. 
Each session the Supreme Court of the United States 
opens with this declaration: “Oyez! Oyez! Oyez! All 
persons having business before the Honorable, the 
Supreme Court of the United States, are admonished 
to draw near and give their attention, for the Court 
is now sitting. God Save the United States and this 
Honorable Court!” 
The moment is dramatic! Like a scene out of the 
1939 movie, “The Wizard of Oz.” Dorothy and her 
dog Toto, along with their three hapless friends, 
cautiously approach the hallowed and fearsome room 

presided over by a mysterious man hidden behind a 
veil of mystery. “Come forward!” bellows the Wizard. 
“I am Oz the great and powerful! Who are you?” asks 
the man. “I am Dorothy the meek and lowly,” is her 
response. 

Americans increasingly look up to the 
Supreme Court, like Dorothy to the Wizard, 

to tell us what is morally acceptable and allowable 
in our land as if these nine individuals possess some 
greater knowledge of society or morality than the 
people. Knowledge and awareness of the American 
system of government is waning. The proper role and 
function of government is increasingly being lost or 
forgotten by each new generation. Each branch of 
government encroaches on the rightful territory of 
the other two in an attempt to garner more power 
unto itself. It is the separation of powers and checks 
and balances within the government that have kept 
tyranny at bay. But, most Americans today seem 
naively unaware of the danger posed by the changes 
that are happening. 
Like Dorothy, we may experience a case of mistaken 
identity. We the People are citizens, not serfs. We 
are a free people, not subjects of the government. As 
such, we have every right to know and understand 
who the judges are and to decide whether or not we 
will retain them or remove them from office. 
God has placed leaders in authority. Whether these 
authorities are presidents, legislators, or judges, 
we should be respectful, because God is ultimately 
sovereign over all. Persons in these positions make a 
mistake thinking that they themselves are the objects 
of respect, rather than the position which they hold. 
A black robe, a raised dais, and a gavel are symbols 
of authority to be respected, but not feared. Judges 
hold a special place in our system, because they use 
discernment and wisdom to rule on issues of law. 
Nevertheless, the judges who are appointed by the 
executive, often for life, have tremendous authority 
to rule on cases that impact all of us every day. Who 
are these people? Who appointed them to literally sit 

in judgment? What recourse is there for removing 
those who abuse their discretion and authority? 
In a letter dated August 18, 1821, Thomas Jefferson 
wrote, “… the germ of dissolution of our federal 
government is in the constitution of the federal 
judiciary; an irresponsible body (for impeachment is 
scarcely a scare-crow), working like gravity by night 
and by day, gaining a little to-day and a little tomorrow, 
and advancing its noiseless step like a thief, over the 
field of jurisdiction, until all shall be usurped from 
the States, and the government of all be consolidated 
into one.” Not many of the Founders lived as long as 
Jefferson after the American Revolution of 1776. Like 
the others, he saw the blessing of freedom secured 
by the American Revolution, but as decades passed 
Jefferson also saw risks. Risks that came with self-
government and the potential abuse by unrestrained 
authorities that acted on behalf of self rather than 
their sacred trust. 

Missouri has over 400 judges including 
those appointed to the Supreme Court, 

the Appellate Courts, and the Circuit Courts. The 
sitting governor appoints these judges, which means 
some governors choose more than others depending 
on judicial vacancies and length of term in office. 

Preserving the Foundations
The Family, School,
Church, and Nation

January 24-26, 2019

Keynote speakers include Tucker 
Carlson, Eric Metaxas and Mitzi 

Perdue. Mark your calendars today 
and don’t miss the 30th annual
Educational Policy Conference.
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Governors are elected every four years and serve 
a maximum of two terms. Judges often remain in 
office for life. Elections, therefore, have significant 
consequences in terms of influence over the judiciary. 
Every judge takes an oath to uphold the Constitution 
and laws of this state. But what are the views of that 
person on the laws of this state? How does a particular 
judge view the rights of individuals, the authority of 
government over social matters, or the validity of the 
Constitution itself in “modern society”? 
Missouri’s judges are subject to a periodic vote for 
retention or removal. Removal of a judge rarely 
occurs, although it has happened. Most of us want 
to believe the judges that serve do so honorably and 
conscientiously. Missouri is blessed to have many 
good judges who are qualified and perform their 
duties with integrity and dedication. Most citizens, 
however, know little to nothing about the judges in 
this state whether they serve as an associate circuit 
judge or on the Supreme Court in Jefferson City. 
Ignorance is not bliss. Information and awareness 
informs the voter in the voting booth. 
Remember, judges are individuals with the same biases, 
prejudices, differences of opinion, and weaknesses as 
the rest of us. The Constitution, not the judge, is 
the law of the land. A judge renders an opinion on 
a case based on their view of the law and the facts. 
This is why values, morals, ethical beliefs, and even 
religious convictions can be extremely important in 
the character and worldview of the judiciary. 

On November 6, 2018, Missourians will 
go to the polls to elect or retain a slate of 

judges in accordance with the law. Our purpose in 
this FRONT LINE, as always, is to provide basic 
facts regarding each of the judges appearing on the 
ballot. Where possible, if the judge has appeared in 
a news story that is significant to our readers, we 
include that information in order to give additional 
insight into the beliefs and actions of that judge. 
No recommendations for retention or removal are 
made, because that is the decision of the reader as an 
informed free American. We hope to simply provide 
relevant information for you to make an informed 
decision. 
When researching the judges, a variety of sources 
are accessed to pull information together for Court 
Watch. This information includes, but is not 
limited to, sources such as the Missouri Secretary of 
State website, showmecourts.org, ballotpedia.org, 
yourmissourijudges.org, and others. This information 
is meant to be a starting point for your own research 
depending on what part of the state you live. 
Knowing who your judges are is important because 
today’s associate circuit court judge could someday 
be on the Missouri Supreme Court. Elections always 
have consequences. 

MISSOURI 
SUPREME COURT

The highest court in Missouri has exclusive appellate 
jurisdiction in all cases involving: the validity of a 
treaty or statute of the United States or of a statute 
or provision of the Missouri Constitution; the 
construction of the state’s revenue laws; the title to 

any state office; and in all cases where the punishment 
imposed is death. 
In addition to its decision-making powers, the court 
supervises all lower courts in the state. The Supreme 
Court also licenses all lawyers practicing in Missouri 
and disciplines those found guilty of violation of the 
legal Rules of Professional Conduct. Supreme Court 
judges must be at least 30 years of age, U.S. citizens 
for 15 years, and qualified Missouri voters for nine 
years. Supreme Court judges are retained for 12-year 
terms. 

COURT OF APPEALS

The Eastern District of the Court of Appeals sits in St. 
Louis and consists of fourteen judges. Eleven judges 
preside over the Western District in Kansas City, 
and seven judges sit on the Southern District bench 
meeting either in Springfield or Poplar Bluff. The 
Court of Appeals may issue and determine original 
remedial writs and has general appellate jurisdiction 
in all cases not within the exclusive jurisdiction of 
the Supreme Court. Cases may be transferred from 
the Court of Appeals to the Supreme Court when it 
is determined that a case involves an important issue 
that should be decided by the state’s highest court. 
Judges must be at least 30 years of age; residents of 
their district; U.S. citizens for at least 15 years; and 
Missouri voters for nine years before their selection. 
Appellate judges serve 12-year terms. 

CIRCUIT JUDGES 

Circuit judges are selected either through popular 
vote or by appointment under the Nonpartisan Court 
Plan. These courts have original jurisdiction over civil 
and criminal causes of action. All trials start at this 
level. Circuit court judges must be at least 30 years 
old, residents of their circuit, and U.S. citizens for 
10 years and Missouri voters for three years. Circuit 
judges serve six-year terms. The Constitution requires 
at least one circuit judge in each of Missouri’s 45 
judicial circuits. Circuit 6 is Platte County; Circuit 

7 is Clay County; Circuit 16 is 
Jackson County; Circuit 21 is 
St. Louis County; and Circuit 
22 is St. Louis City. 

Supreme 
Court

W. Brent 
Powell

Born in Springfield, MO; BA, 1992 William Jewell 
College (magna cum laude); JD, 1996 Missouri-
Columbia School of Law; associate attorney at 
Lathrop & Gage LC in Kansas City from 1996 to 
1997; assistant prosecuting attorney in Platte County 
1997-2001; United States attorney’s office for western 
district of Missouri 2001-2008; member of Visitation 
Catholic Church in Kansas City where he serves as 
Eucharistic minister, leader of youth confirmation 

class, and basketball and 
football coach for the seventh 
and eighth grade; appointed 
to the Supreme Court of 
Missouri by Governor Eric 
Greitens (R) in April 2017.2

Mary Rhodes 
Russell

Seventh-generation Missour-
ian raised on a dairy farm in Ralls County; BA and 
BS, 1980 Truman State (summa cum laude); JD, 
1983 University of Missouri-Columbia; clerked at 
the Supreme Court of Missouri, 1983-1984; partner 
at Clayton & Rhodes Law Office in Hannibal from 
1984-1995. Missouri Court of Appeals Judge, Eastern 
District 1995-2005; appointed to Missouri Supreme 
Court in 2004 by Governor Bob Holden (D).3 
In the News: As Chief Justice of the Missouri 
Supreme Court, Judge Russell created a task force to 
focus on the future of the legal profession.4 Recipient 
of the Carey Mae Carroll Achievement Award from 
the Woman’s Law Association at the University of 
Missouri in 2017; the Theodore McMillan Judicial 
Excellence Award from The Missouri Bar in 2016; 
the Missouri Lawyers’ Media 2014 Woman of the 
Year; and the Legal Services of Eastern Missouri 
Equal Justice Award for pro bono service to the pubic 
1994.5 
Judge Russell has reportedly gone “under cover” at 
the courthouse from time to time posing as a survey 
taker to question litigants, witnesses and jurors about 
how the courts could do a better job.6

In 2008, Judge Russell issued a dissent in the case 
of a man who pleaded guilty in 2004 to attempting 
to commit a prohibited act on a gambling boat in St. 
Charles. The man bought casino chips at one window 
and then sold them back for nearly three times 
the value at another window where his girlfriend 
worked. On appeal, the Supreme Court overturned 
the conviction in a 4-3 ruling on the grounds that 
the language of the statute requires that the act be 
directly tied to a casino game or inflation of gambling 
winnings. In her dissent, Judge Russell finds that the 
casino chips are closely linked to gambling and have 
no other purpose or value and therefore the conduct 
of the defendant “fits exactly within the statute’s 
language.”7
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Missouri Court of 
Appeals

Eastern District 

Colleen Dolan

Bachelor’s degree 1981, 
University of Missouri-
St. Louis in Administration 
of Justice; Private practice, 
1984-1994; Municipal 
Judge, Ellisville MO 1992-
1994; Associate Circuit Judge 
1994; Circuit Judge 1999; 
appointed by Governor Jay 
Nixon (D) to Missouri Court 
of Appeals 2016. 

Lisa P. Page

BA, Southeast Missouri State 
University (magna cum laude); 
JD, St. Louis University School 
of Law (cum laude); appointed 
family court commissioner 
in Jefferson County in 2005; 
elected circuit judge in 
Jefferson County in 2007; 
administrative judge of the 
Jefferson County family court 2013-2015; private 
practice 1997-2005; municipal judge 2003-2005 for 
Crystal City and DeSoto; Appointed by Governor 
Jay Nixon (D) to Eastern District in 2015.8

Southern District

Jeffrey Bates
Born in Petersburg, Virginia, 
1958; married with six 
children; private practice 
from 1984 to 2003; BS, 
1979, Southwest Missouri 
Sate University; JD, 1984, 
University of Missouri-
Columbia; appointed to the 
Court of Appeals 2003 by 
Governor Bob Holden (D).

In the News: On August 8, 2018, writing for the 
majority opinion, Judge Bates upheld the indefinite 
detention of a man designated by a jury to be a 
sexually-violent predator finding the evidence against 
the man was sufficient, its admission proper and the 
sexually-violent predator statute constitutional.9

“Bates chalks up the Southern District’s high 
publishing percentage to its philosophy. The district 
is usually reluctant not to publish an opinion unless 
it’s very similar to one on the books around the state, 
Bates said. ‘The goal is to makes sure trial judges 
and practicing attorneys receive guidance from us.’ 
A small difference in the facts can sometimes make a 
big decision in how a case is decided, Bates added.”10

Western District

Edward R. Ardini, Jr.

Raised in Hanover, Massa chusetts, and currently 
resides in Columbia, Missouri, with his wife 
and three children. BA Political Science, 1989, 
Merrimack College; JD, 1992, New England School 

of Law; Assistant Attorney 
General 1992-1998; Chief 
Counsel, Office of Missouri 
Attorney General, 1998-
2003; Counsel to the Attorney 
General 2003-2009; Counsel 
to the Governor, Office of 
the Governor of Missouri, 
2009-2016; appointed to the 
Missouri Court of Appeals, 
Western District 2016 by 

Governor Jay Nixon (D). 
In the News: A jury verdict finding a defendant 
guilty of resisting arrest was overturned by the 
Western District in May 2018. The defendant was 
arrested at his home, but when ordered to put his 
hands behind his back, he “stood up, took his shirt 
off, tossed a knife to the side and put his hands above 
his head” as he continued to argue with the police; 
the defendant threw his body to the ground as he was 
walked to the police car.11 Judge Ardini found no 
resisting arrest occurred because the defendant didn’t 
run, touch either of the officers or verbally threaten 
to harm them.12 

Associate
Circuit Judge

7th Judicial Circuit
Clay County

David P. 
Chamberlain
Division 5
Born December 13, 1962, in 
Cambridge, Nebraska; BS, 
economics, 1985, Southwest 
Missouri State; JD, 1989, 
University of Missouri-Kansas 
City School of Law; married 
with two children; appointed 

associate circuit judge, April 2008 by Governor Matt 
Blunt (R).

Karen Lee 
Krauser
Division 6
Born December 10, 1976, in 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; 
BA, criminal justice and 
psychology, 1999, Park 
College; JD, 2002, University 
of Missouri-Kansas City 
School of Law; married with 

one child; assistant prosecutor, 2002-2012; deputy 
chief prosecutor, 2008-2012; municipal judge, 2008-
2012; appointed associate circuit judge, January 2012 
by Governor Jay Nixon (D).

Tim Flook
Division 9
Born in 1967, Clay County; 
married with two children; BA, 
1989, William Jewell College; 
JD, 1992, University of 
Missouri-Kansas City; private 
practice 1997-2015; assistant 
Clay County counselor, 1993-
2001, 2013-2015; Missouri 
Attorney General Criminal Division, 1991-1992; 
Missouri House of Representatives, 2004-2010; 
Economic Development Committee, chair; Judiciary 
Committee, vice chair; member, St. Andrews Catholic 
Church; appointed associate circuit judge, 2015 by 
Governor Jay Nixon (D).

Circuit Judge
16 Judicial Circuit

Jackson County 

Justine E. Del 
Muro
Division 4
Born 1955 in Chicago, Illinois; 
BA, 1978, Speech & Hearing 
Sciences and Psychology, 
University of Missouri-Kansas 
City; JD, 1984, University of 
Missouri-Kansas City; Legal 
Aid of Western Missouri, Jackson County Public 
Defender’s Office, Popham Law Firm; received the 
David J. Dixon Appellate Advocacy Award in 1990; 
recognized by the Hispanic Bar Association in 1995 
for her work with the Hispanic community; received 
the Hon. H. Michael Coburn Community Service 
Award in 2002; member of the Missouri Bar, the 
Hispanic Bar, the Association of Women Lawyers 
and the Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association; 
appointed as Circuit Judge in 1993 by Governor Mel 
Carnahan.
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James F. 
Kanatzar
Division 5
BA, Political Science, 1989, 
Creighton University; JD, 
University of Missouri-
Kansas City 1992; assistant 
prosecuting attorney in Jackson 
County, Missouri 1993-2000; 
associate at Armstrong Teasdale 2000-2002; Jackson 
County Prosecutor 2007; Member of the Kansas Bar, 
Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association, Eastern 
Jackson County Bar Association; Louis Lombardo 
Award for Prosecutor of the Year; Patriotic Lawyer 
Award; Distinguished Lifetime Achievement Award 
from Jackson County (2011); Appointed to the court 
by Governor Jay Nixon (D) 2011.

George E. Wolf
Division 11
Bachelor’s degree, 1983, 
Civil Engineering, Univer-
sity of Missouri-Columbia; 
JD, 1986, Northwestern 
University; appointed circuit 
judge 2017 by Governor Eric 
Greitens (R); partner Shook, 
Hardy, Bacon with thirty years 
of litigation experience. 

Charles 
H. (Chip) 
McKenzie
Division 13
Member of St. Thomas 
More Catholic Church; 
Bachelors degree in Business 
Administration from Cardinal 
Newman College 1985; JD, 
1988, University of Missouri-Kansas City; President 
of the Student Bar Association; assistant prosecuting 
attorney, Jackson County, Missouri 1988-1993; 
Appointed by Governor Jay Nixon (D) in June 2011.
In the News: Surveys taken in 2012 by other 
judges and peers rated Judge McKenzie very well; 
scoring him in areas of understanding rules of 
procedures and evidence, preparedness for hearings 
and trials, maintenance of proper order and decorum, 
well written opinions and use of pretrial procedures 
to narrow and define the issues.13 

Jalilah Otto
Division 15
Born in Kansas City; graduate 
of Lincoln College Preparatory 
Academy, Kansas City; Tulane 
University, New Orleans, 
La., BA, communication and 
political science; University 
of Missouri-Columbia, JD, 

law clerk, Missouri Court of Appeals, 2002-2005; 
assistant prosecuting attorney for Jackson County, 
2005-2010; and special assistant U.S. attorney 
for the Western District of Missouri, 2010-2013. 
Simultaneously served as special assistant U.S. 

attorney and chief trial assistant for Jackson County, 
2013. Award: Louis Lombardo Prosecutor of the Year 
Award. Member: the Missouri Bar, Missouri Probate 
and Associate Circuit Court Judge Association, 
Jackson County and Kansas City Metropolitan Bar 
Associations, and Association of Women Lawyers; 
Appointed by the Missouri Supreme Court to 
serve on the Joint Commission on Women in 
the Profession, Joint Task Force on the Future of 
the Profession and the Racial and Ethnic Fairness 
Commission. Appointed associate circuit judge by 
Governor Nixon (D) on Jan. 7, 2014. Term expires 
Dec. 31, 2018. Nonpartisan. appointed circuit judge 
in October 2017 by Governor Eric Greitens (R). 

Marco A. 
Roldan
Division 16
Born in Nuevo Laredo, 
Mexico, June 13, 1957; 
BS, 1979, Criminal Justice 
Administration and Spanish, 
Central Missouri State 
University; JD, 1983, 
University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law; 
Married with three children; served in the United 
States Marine Corps and as a police officer in 
Overland Park, Kansas; Appointed circuit judge, 
September 1999 by Governor Mel Carnahan (D). 
In the News: In September 2013, Judge Roldan 
cited a potential juror for contempt of court when she 
not only brought her seven-month-old child to court, 
but breastfed him during proceedings.14 Missouri 
law does not consider breastfeeding a hardship, and 
several postponements had already been provided the 
juror. 
In 2010, while serving as a family court administrative 
judge, Marco Roldan dismissed murder charges 
against an 11-year-old boy after taking into 
consideration a psychologist’s evaluation that the 
child did not have the ability to “appreciate the nature 
of his actions.”15

Jack Grate
Division 17
Born October 7, 1949, in 
St. Louis, Missouri; BA, 
1972, Notre Dame; JD, 
1976, University of Missouri-
Columbia; married with 
four children; member 
of the Catholic Church; 
private practice 1975-2004; 

Legal Aid of Western Missouri 1987-1996, board 
member; member of the Eastern Jackson County 
Bar Association, The Missouri Bar; appointed by 
Governor Bob Holden (D), April 2004. 

Mark Anthony 
Styles, Jr.
Division 19
Senior associate attorney with 
the Hardwick Law Firm; 
appointed deputy probate 
commissioner in October 
2014; BS, finance, 2001, 
University of Missouri-
Columbia; JD, 2004, Thurgood Marshall School 
of Law at Texas Southern Univ. in Houston, Texas; 
appointed circuit judge, July 2016 by Governor Jay 
Nixon (D).

Associate
Circuit Judge
16 Judicial Circuit

Jackson County 

Richard T. 
Standridge
Division 25
Born January 1953, Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas; BS, political 
science, 1976, Southwest 
Missouri State University; JD, 
1980, University of Missouri-
Kansas City; married with six 
children; member Congre-
gation Beth Torah; appointed associate circuit judge 
1993 by Governor Mel Carnahan (D).

Gregory 
Burnett Gillis
Division 27
Born in Kansas City; 
married with two children; 
JD, University of Missouri-
Columbia School of Law; 
member, St. Thomas 
More Parish; assistant 
prosecutor, Jackson County; 

commissioner, drug court; appointed April 2001 by 
Governor Bob Holden (D). 

Twila Kay 
Rigby
Division 30
Born in Urbana, Missouri; BS, 
education (cum laude) 1975, 
Missouri State University; 
M.Ed; JD, 1988, University 
of Missouri-Kansas City 
Law School; Jackson County 

SHORT LINES
A government which robs Peter to pay Paul 
can always depend on the support of Paul.

— George Bernard Shaw
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prosecutor’s office, 1987-1997; appointed associate 
circuit judge, 1997 by Governor Mel Carnahan (D). 

Mary Frances 
Weir
Division 31
Born September 1961, in 
Buffalo, New York; BA, 
political science, 1991, 
University of Missouri-Kansas 
City; JD, 1995, Washburn 
School of Law; law clerk 
1995-1998; assistant Missouri 

State public defender, 1998-2001; contract attorney, 
Hope House, Inc. for victims of domestic violence; 
adjunct professor of law at UMKC beginning 2004; 
appointed associate circuit judge, May 2013 by 
Governor Jay Nixon (D). 

Jeffrey L. 
Bushur
Division 33
BA, 1983, University of 
Missouri-Kansas City; JD, 
1986, United States Army 
1975-1978; married with two 
children; assistant prosecutor, 
1985-2000; and lecturer; 
appointed June 2000 by 
Governor Mel Carnahan (D). 

Susan Long
Division 34
Born in Hannibal, Missouri; 
BA, English, 1987, University 
of Missouri-Kansas City; JD, 
1989, University of Missouri-
Kansas City; member of 
various bar associations; 
private practice; appointed 
associate circuit judge 2015 by 
Governor Jay Nixon (D). 

Circuit Judge
21st Judicial Circuit

St. Louis County

Brian H. May
Division 1

Born in 1962, attended 
Harris-Stowe State College 
and SLU Law School. Private 
practice 1989-2010; Deputy 
Director of the Department of 
Labor and Industrial Relations 

under Governor Jay Nixon  (D) from 2010-2011 
and Acting Director of the Division of Workers’ 
Compensation 2010-2011 also under Governor 
Jay Nixon; regional director of the Office of the 
Governor for Jay Nixon from 2011-2016; appointed 
circuit judge by Governor Jay Nixon (D) October 
2016.
In the News: Brian May owes a lot to Governor 
Jay Nixon considering all that the former governor did 
to further his career. At the time of his appointment 
to the 21st Judicial Circuit in St. Louis County, Brian 
May had not only been named in a discrimination 
suit which included allegations of creating a hostile 
environment against a worker with a disability by 
Brian May and others in the Department of Labor, 
but Brian May had been ordered to personally 
pay the defendant $500,000 out of a verdict of $7 
million.16 The jury found in favor of the disabled 
worker and that Brain May and others had created 
a hostile work environment in order to force the 
worker, an administrative law judge, out of his job 
due to his muscular dystrophy.17 

Joseph S. 
Dueker
Division 4
Born November 10, 1966, in 
St. Louis County; BA, 1989, 
University of Richmond (cum 
laude); JD, 1992, St. Louis 
University School of Law; 
married with two children; 
private practice 1993-2010; 
associate chief trial attorney 2008-2010; member 
of the Catholic Church; appointed associate circuit 
judge in 2010; and circuit judge by Governor Jay 
Nixon (D) May 2016. 
In the News: As Associate Circuit Judge in St. 
Louis County, Judge Dueker heard a case stemming 
from the 2014 Ferguson unrest following the death 
of Michael Brown. Two protesters were arrested, 
charged, and found guilty by Municipal Court of 
failure-to-comply. On appeal, Judge Dueker found 
the two defendants not guilty and granted two 
motions for judgment of acquittals concluding that 
the evidence against the two was weak and guilt could 
not be considered.18 

Thea A. Sherry
Division 5
Born in London, England, 
member, Church of St. 
Michael and St. George 
in Clayton, Missouri; BA, 
California-Riverside; JD, 
Washington University in 
St. Louis; married with two 
children; law clerk at Missouri 
Court of Appeals, Eastern District; assistant public 
defender; private practice until 1998; adjunct 
professor at Washington University School of Law; 
appointed associate circuit judge by Governor Mel 
Carnahan (D), 1998; appointed circuit judge by 
Governor Jay Nixon (D) 2011. 

In the News: While Thea Sherry was Presiding 
Judge of the St. Louis Family Court in 2015, the Civil 
Rights Division of the Department of Justice accused 
the Family Court of significant rights violations and 
racial bias depriving juveniles of their constitutional 
rights.19 The complaint alleged that juveniles did not 
get adequate legal representation, were held without 
proper determination of probable cause, were allowed 
to plead guilty without grasping the consequences, 
and that blacks were being treated less fairly than 
whites.20 The report found that ultimately, everyone 
at the juvenile court worked for the presiding judge 
in a structure that differed from most states.21

Dean P. 
Waldemer
Division 8
Born August 12, 1957, in St. 
Louis and married with two 
children; degree from St. Louis 
University Business School, 
1980; JD, 1983, St. Louis 
University School of Law; 
law clerk, Missouri Court 
of Appeals, Eastern District; assistant prosecuting 
attorney, 1984-1990; trial attorney, 1991-2017; 
member, Episcopal Church; appointed circuit judge, 
June 2017 by Governor Eric Greitens (R).

David L. 
Vincent III
Division 9
Born July 15, 1958, in 
Dayton, Ohio, married with 
two children; BS, Electrical 
Engineering, Tennessee State 
University Nashville; JD, 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison; assistant circuit 
attorney 1988-1993; St. Louis Internship Program; 
high school mock trial coach; appointed circuit judge, 
November 1997 by Governor Mel Carnahan (D). 
In the News: In May 2012, in the matter of 
Turner v Clayton,22 a case challenging whether students 
from unaccredited school districts would have a right 
to transfer to a better school district at the expense of 
their home district, Judge Vincent ruled in favor of 
the Clayton School District and the St Louis Public 
Schools. At the time, the decision was thought to 
“weaken the leverage of school choice advocates in 
the Missouri Legislature.”23 Judge Vincent found 
that the financial burden on school districts, which 
had to accept students, would be a violation of the 
Hancock Amendment of the Missouri Constitution 
by creating an unfunded mandate. Under the law, 
accredited school districts get paid total tuition 
for transferring students, and costs are therefore 
presumably covered. Nevertheless, Judge Vincent 
found the law unconstitutional and the matter was 
taken up on appeal. 
In 2013, the Missouri Supreme Court, in a 
unanimous decision, again reversed the case saying 
that the matter had been incorrectly determined to 
be a violation of state statute and did not violate the 
Missouri Constitution.
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Michael T. Jamison
Division 10

Born December 16, 1949 in 
St. Louis, Missouri; married 
with three children; BA, 
political science, Washington 
University in St. Louis; JD, 
1976, St. Louis University 
School of Law; attorney, 
National Labor Relations 
Board 1976-1992; private 
practice 1992-1994; associate 

general counsel, Anheuser-Busch Companies 1994-
1997; appointed associate circuit judge, May, 1997 
by Governor Mel Carnahan (D); Appointed circuit 
judge October, 2005 by Governor Matt Blunt (R). 
In the News: “Jamison was named to the 
judicial post by Gov. Matt Blunt … and will begin 
his service hearing family and domestic cases.” “Gov. 
Blunt deserves a lot of credit. There were some other 
great candidates,” said Jamison.24

“I know Judge Jamison very well, in fact we were are 
(sic) the National Labor Relations Board at the same 
time,” said noted Bryan Cave attorney Jerry Hunter.
Hunter, a Republican, commended Blunt for “being 
willing to step up to the plate” and “seeing what was 
best for the judiciary.” 

Stanley J. 
Wallach
Division 12
Born August 24, 1965, in 
Boone County; married with 
two children; BA, 1987, Duke 
University (cum laude); JD, 
1992, University of Chicago 
Law; private practice 1992-
2016; member Episcopal 
Church; appointed circuit judge, November 2016 by 
Governor Jay Nixon (D). 

Bruce F. 
Hilton
Division 13
Born November 12, 1957, in 
Detroit, Michigan; married 
with four children; BA, history, 
1980, St. Louis University; 
JD, 1986, St. Louis University 
School of Law; private practice 
1984-2017; member St. Peters 

Catholic Church; appointed circuit judge, June, 
2017 by Governor Eric Greitens (R). 

Michael D. 
Burton
Division 16
Born June 20, 1960, in 
Philadelphia, married 
with three children; BA, 
government, 1982, University 
of Notre Dame; JD, 1985, 
Washington University in St. 
Louis; assistant special public 
defender, 1985-1989; trial attorney, 1989-1999; St. 

Louis County Alternative Treatment court judge, 
beginning 2016; chair of Missouri Supreme Court’s 
Combatting Human Trafficking and Domestic 
Violence Commission, beginning 2016; judge, 
Family Court, 2008-2012; adjunct professor of law 
at St. Louis University and Washington University 
law schools; member, St. Vincent DePaul Parish; 
appointed associate circuit judge, April 1999 by 
Governor Mel Carnahan (D); appointed circuit 
judge, February 2004 by Governor Bob Holden 
(D). 
In the News: In August 2018, Judge Burton 
received the Judith S. Kaye Award for Judicial 
Excellence from the American Bar Association’s 
commission on domestic and sexual violence in 
recognition of his service on behalf of sexual violence 
and leadership developing courtroom responses to 
these issues.25 

Joseph L. 
Walsh III
Division 17
Born December 7, 1954, 
in St. Louis, Missouri; BS, 
1977, Loras College in Iowa 
(cum laude); JD, 1984, St. 
Mary’s University School of 
Law in Texas; married with 
five children; private practice, 
1984-2010; municipal judge, 2000-2010; member, 
Our Lady of the Pillar Catholic Church; appointed 
circuit judge, May, 2010 by Governor Jay Nixon 
(D).
In the News: In 2015, Judge Walsh agreed 
to hear criticism of the conduct of the grand 
jury that investigated the fatal police shooting of 
Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri. At the time, 
some activists were concerned that the St. Louis 
Prosecuting Attorney had acted in bad faith, which 
led to the officer-involved-shooting to end without 
an indictment of the officer. Judge Walsh allowed 
time for the activists to obtain affidavits supported 
their criticism and goal of having a special prosecutor 
appointed in the matter. During the hearing, the judge 
noted that the Justice Department had investigated 
the matter and found thirteen witnesses and physical 
evidence corroborating that Officer Wilson acted in 
self-defense.26

Ellen (Nellie) 
Hannigan 
Ribaudo
Division 18
Born May 7, 1971, in St. 
Louis; BA, 1993, University of 
Dayton; JD, 1996, St. Louis 
University School of Law; 
appointed associate circuit 
judge, July 2009 by Governor 
Jay Nixon (D); appointed circuit judge, November, 
2015 by Governor Jay Nixon (D). 
In the News: In December 2016, Judge 
Ribaudo ruled that a member of the grand jury 
that declined to indict a Ferguson police officer who 

fatally shot Michael Brown cannot speak about her 
experience.27 “Complete transparency is anathema to 
the very nature of a grand jury, which depends upon 
secrecy and anonymity for its proper functioning,” 
Ribaudo wrote.28

Margaret 
Donnelly
Division 20
Born in Alton, Illinois; BS and 
MSW, St. Louis University; 
JD, 1988, St. Louis University 
School of Law (cum laude); 
married with two children; 
private practice, 1988-2009; 
Missouri State Representative, 
2003-2009; director, Missouri Department of Health 
and Senior Services, 2009-2012; recipient, Women’s 
Justice Citizenship Award; St. Louis Children’s 
Hospital Advocate of the Year; appointed Family 
Court Commissioner, December, 2013; appointed 
circuit judge, August, 2016 by Governor Jay Nixon 
(D). 

Nancy 
Watkins 
McLaughlin
Division 21
Born and raised in St. 
Louis County; BA, history, 
Washington University in St. 
Louis; JD, 1981, University of 
Missouri-Columbia; law clerk, 
Missouri Court of Appeals, 
1981-1982; Missouri Public Defender Commission 
and Missouri Sentencing Advisory Commission; 
private practice prior to appointment as associate 
circuit judge by Governor Jay Nixon (D); appointed 
circuit court judge, January, 2016 by Governor Jay 
Nixon (D). 

No Picture 
Available.

We contend that for a nation to try to 
tax itself into prosperity is like a man 
standing in a bucket and trying to lift 
himself up by the handle.

 — Winston Churchill
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Associate
Circuit Judge

21st Judicial Circuit
St. Louis County

Jason D. 
Dodson
Division 33
Born in Missouri; BA, 
philosophy, 1992, Bates 
College in Lewiston, Maine; 
JD, 1996, Washington 
University in St. Louis; private 
practice, civil litigation; 
managing partner, Legal 
Services of Eastern Missouri for ten years; lives in St. 
Louis County with his family; appointed associate 
circuit judge, March 2016 by Governor Jay Nixon 
(D).

Renee Hardin-
Tammons
Division 34
Born in St. Louis, Missouri; 
married with one child; BS, 
administration of justice, 
1986, University of Missouri-
St Louis; JD, 1989, University 
o f  Mi s s o u r i - C o l u m b i a ; 
assistant public defender 

and assistant county counselor; municipal judge; 
assistant adjunct professor; member, Grace Church; 
appointed associate circuit judge, 2017 by Governor 
Eric Greitens (R).

Joseph Green
Division 36
Born March 1960, in St. 
Louis County; BS, 1982, 
Truman State University; JD, 
1989, St. Louis University 
School of Law; married with 
four children; assistant public 
defender, 1988-1989; St. Louis 
County Chief Trial Attorney, 
1990-1991; Capital Litigation Eastern Division, 
1991-1993; private practice, 1993-2016; member, 
Catholic Church; appointed associate circuit judge, 
February 2016 by Governor Jay Nixon (D). 

John “JB” 
Lasater
Division 38
Born in 1966, St. Louis 
County; BS, 1988, University 
of Wisconsin-Madison; JD, 
1991, Washington University 
School of Law; married with 
two children; law clerk, 

Missouri Court of Appeals, 1991-1993; assistant 
prosecuting attorney, 1993-2017; member, several 
bar associations; appointed associate circuit judge, 
May 2017 by Governor Eric Greitens (R).

Ellen W. 
Dunne
Division 39
Born December 1960, in St. 
Louis County; BA, 1983, 
University of Missouri; JD, 
1990, St. Louis University 
School of Law (cum laude); 
married with three children; 
private practice, 1991-2016; 
member, Catholic church; appointed associate circuit 
judge, December 2016 by Governor Jay Nixon (D).

Judy Preddy 
Draper
Division 41
Born in Seoul, Korea, during 
the Korean War;29 BS, labor 
relations, 1977, University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill; 
JD, 1980, Howard University 
School of Law; prosecutor, law 
clerk, Federal District Court; 

general counsel, Missouri Department of Corrections; 
private practice, adjunct professor; municipal judge; 
member, Covenant Community Church and several 
bar associations; appointed by Missouri Supreme 
Court to Education Committee, Missouri Municipal 
and Associate Circuit Judges Association; appointed 
to Ferguson Host Committee; appointed ABA 
Delegate, appointed associate circuit judge, 2004 by 
Governor Bob Holden (D). 
In the News: In an interview regarding why she 
went into law, Judge Draper said, “It hurt me to see 
someone throwing rocks at my mom and calling her 
names. I thought, that’s not right. Someone needs 
to know about that. That’s where I got my sense of 
what’s right and wrong and of justice: from wanting 
to protect her from those kinds of ills in society. I 
remember thinking that one day I would be in a 
position to make sure they wouldn’t be able to hurt 
other people with that sort of attitude.”30

Mondonna L. 
Ghasedi
Division 43
Born October 1973, in St. 
Louis County; BA, English, 
BA, political science, 
1996, Southern Methodist 
University; JD, 1999, 
University of Missouri-
Columbia School of Law; 
private practice, 1999-2016; appointed associate 
circuit judge, October 2016 by Governor Jay 
Nixon (D). 
In the News: “In my early years, I was painfully 
aware of the persecution suffered by those not fortunate 
enough to live in the United States. Throughout my 

childhood, numerous family members lived with us 
as they sought refuge from a war-torn and hostile 
homeland and legally immigrated to the United 
States,” Ghasedi said. “Like my father, they risked 
their lives to become Americans and to have basic 
fundamental rights they had so long been denied. 
These experiences shaped my worldview, and I 
developed a deep appreciation for fairness and rules 
that support equality and justice.”31

Richard M. 
Stewart
Division 44
Born October 1966, in St. 
Louis County; married with 
four children; BS, business 
administration, 1989, 
University of Missouri-
Columbia; JD, 1994, St. Louis 
University School of Law (cum 
laude); private practice, 1994-2016; member Holy 
Redeemer Catholic Church; appointed associate 
circuit judge, 2016 by Governor Jay Nixon (D). 

Circuit Judge
22st Judicial 

Circuit
St. Louis City

Thomas C. 
Clark, II
Division 7
Born December 12, 1966, 
Kansas City, Missouri; 
bachelor’s degree, journalism 
and history, 1990, University 
of Kansas; MA, public 
administration, 1993, St. 
Louis University; JD, 1998, 
St. Louis University; appointed associate circuit 
judge of the 22nd Judicial Circuit in February of 
2006 by Governor Matt Blunt (R). Served as an 
assistant circuit attorney in the St. Louis Circuit 
Attorney’s Office from May 1998 to February 2006. 
Prior to practicing law, worked as an assistant to the 
executive director of the St. Louis Housing Authority 
from April 1993 to December 1995. Community 
activities: Boy Scouts of America (merit badge 
counselor, Eagle Scouts and Sachem); selected in 
Leadership in St. Louis program/Focus (class of 2004-
2005); elected to the board of the Young Lawyers 
Section of the Missouri Bar; member of St. James 
the Greater Catholic Church; member of Knights of 
Columbus; appointed March 31, 2017 by Governor 
Eric Greitens.

SHORT LINES
True genius resides in the capacity for evaluation of 
uncertain, hazardous, and conflicting information. 

— Winston Churchill
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Rex M. 
Burlison
Division 10
Born June 3, 1954, in St. 
Louis, Missouri; BA, political 
science/law enforcement 
(cum laude), 1976, Northeast 
Missouri State University 
(Truman); JD, 1980, St. Louis 
University School of Law; 
private practice, 1980-2000; appointed Disciplinary 
Hearings Officer by Missouri Supreme Court; 
alderman, Cottleville, Missouri member, Historic 
Trinity Lutheran Church; appointed chief counsel, 
Office of Missouri Attorney General, 2001-2009; 
appointed director, Eastern Regional, Office of the 
Governor of Missouri, 2009-2011; appointed circuit 
judge, August 2011 by Governor Jay Nixon (D). 
In the News: Judge Burlison presided over the 
highly politicized case involving former Missouri 
Governor Eric Greitens and the charge of invasion of 
privacy. Judge Burlison is a “longtime aide to former 
Governor Jay Nixon, a Democrat who appointed 
him to the bench.”32 Nixon also appointed Judge 
Burlison’s daughter to be a judge in St. Charles 
County and Burlison’s wife to a judicial panel that 
recommends judges for the city of St. Louis.33 
In the Greitens’ case, Judge Burlison refused a 
request by Greitens’ lawyers to allow a bench trial and 
rejected a motion to dismiss the case and disqualify 
an outside hire by St. Louis circuit attorney Kim 
Gardner’s office, which had been challenged as a 
violation of Missouri law and unnecessary expense by 
the circuit attorney. 

Theresa 
Counts Burke
Division 15
Born October 11, 1965, 
in Granite City, Illinois; 
BA, 1985, political science, 
Southern Illinois University 
at Edwardsville; JD, 1988, 
St. Louis University school 
of Law; private practice for 
twenty years; provision judge for the Municipal 
Court of St. Louis City, 2001-2008; adjust professor 
for Fontbonne University, 200-2012; appointed 
associate circuit judge, 2008; appointed circuit judge, 
July 2017 by Governor Eric Greitens (R). 

Jason M. 
Sengheiser
Division 18
Born May 5, 1977, in St. Louis 
County; BA, environmental 
science and BA, German, 
2000, St. Louis University; 
JD, 2003, St. Louis University 
School of Law; LLM, 2006, 
Columbia Law School; 
appointed associate circuit judge, January 2016, by 
Governor Jay Nixon (D); appointed circuit judge, 
September 2017, by Governor Eric Greitens (R).

In the News: “(Judge) Sengheiser, 39, picked 
up an interest in the law largely because of his 
Jesuit education at Saint Louis University, where he 
earned bachelor’s degrees in environmental science 
and German in 2000 and a law degree in 2003. “I 
was sold on the idea of a Jesuit education, ‘men and 
women for others’,” he said. ‘Law was a good avenue 
to help’.”34

Joan L. 
Moriarty
Division 20
Born in Brookings, South 
Dakota, married with one 
child; Graduate of Creighton 
University School of Pharmacy 
and St. Louis University 
School of Law; law clerk, 
Missouri Court of Appeals; 
assistant prosecuting attorney; member, St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church; appointed circuit judge, January 
1998 by Governor Mel Carnahan (D).
In the News: In 2016, “St. Louis Circuit 
Court Judge Joan Moriarty … dismissed a lawsuit 
that had called the city of St. Louis’ payroll tax 
unconstitutional.”35 The party filing the lawsuit 
argued that the Missouri Constitution prevents cities 
from imposing taxes that aren’t authorized by state 
law or the constitution itself. “Moriarty said in her 
ruling that the Missouri Constitution grants any city 
that has adopted a charter as its form of government 
‘all the powers’ the state Legislature can grant.”36 

Michael Noble
Division 22
Born May 21, 1966; BS, 
1988, United States Military 
Academy; JD, 2004, St. 
Louis University School 
of Law; married with two 
children; field artillery officer, 
patent attorney, assistant 
public defender; Drug Court 
commissioner, 2007; member, St. Michael and St. 
George Church; appointed associate circuit judge, 
2013 by Governor Jay Nixon (D); appointed circuit 
judge, November 2015 by Governor Jay Nixon (D).

Paula Perkins 
Bryant
Division 23
Born in St. Louis; graduate 
of University of Missouri-St. 
Louis and St. Louis University 
School of Law; married with 
two children; adjunct professor 
at Webster University, 
2005-present; assistant circuit 
attorney, 1993-2004; worked in private practice, 
as assistant public defender, and staff attorney for 
the 22nd Judicial Circuit Court; member, Catholic 
Church; initially appointed as associate circuit judge 
in 2004 by Governor Bob Holden (D); appointed 
circuit judge in 2016 by Governor Jay Nixon (D).

Associate
Circuit Judge

22nd Judicial Circuit
St. Louis City

Barbara Tina 
Peebles
Division 29
Born July 1960, in St. 
Louis Missouri; BA, 1982, 
Washington University in St. 
Louis; JD, 1986, American 
University Washington 
College of Law; assistant city 
counselor, assistant circuit 
attorney; drug court commissioner; member St. 
Alphonsus Liguori Rock Catholic Church; appointed 
associate circuit judge, September 2000 by Governor 
Mel Carnahan (D).

Circuit Judge
31st Judicial Circuit

Greene County 

Michael J. 
Cordonnier
Division 1
Born September 6, 1957, in St. 
Louis; married with two sons; 
BS, business administration, 
1979, University of Missouri; 
JD, 1982, University of 
Tulsa, College of Law; private 
practice; member, Christ 
Episcopal Church; appointed circuit judge January 
2008 by Governor Matt Blunt (R), elected circuit 
judge 2008. 

Tom Mountjoy
Division 4
Born in Stockton, California, 
1953; BS, Criminal Justice 
Administration, Central 
Missouri State University; 
JD, University of Missouri-
Kansas City; married with 
three children; assistant 
professor of Criminal Justice 
Administration; prosecuting attorney; presiding judge 
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2009-2017; appointed by Missouri Supreme Court 
as chair of Presiding Judges’ Committee for State of 
Missouri, 2014-2017; member, Missouri Supreme 
Court Commission to Combat Domestic Violence 
and Human Trafficking; faculty member, Missouri 
Trial Judges College and New Judge Orientation; 
appointed circuit judge, February 1996 by Governor 
Mel Carnahan (D). 

Calvin R. 
Holden
Division 5
Born September 1953,  in 
Mountain View, Missouri; 
BS, Southwest Missouri State 
University (cum laude); JD, 
1980, Drake University; 
father of four; private practice, 
1980-1996; hearing officer, 
1980-1981; prosecuting attorney, 1983; United 
States Navy, 1972-1974; commissioner, Missouri 
Drug Court Commission; appointed circuit judge, 
1996 during the administration of Governor Mel 
Carnahan (D). 

Associate
Circuit Judge

31st Judicial Circuit
Greene County

Jerry A. 
Harmison, Jr. 
Division 21
Grew up in Indianola, Iowa; 
55 years old at the time of 
his appointments in 2017; 
JD, 1987, Drake University; 
private practice until his 
appointment in 2017; 
community service includes 
Springfield-Branson National Airport Board of 
Directors, Ozarks Technical Community College 
Aviation Advisory Board, Springfield Public Schools 
Board of Education, Springfield Area Chamber of 
Commerce Board of Directors;37 appointed associate 
circuit court judge, September 2017 by Governor 
Eric Greitens (R).

Margaret 
Holden 
Palmietto
Division 22
Born January 1962, in Rolla, 
Missouri; BA, history, 1984, 
Missouri State University; 
JD, 1988, University of 
Missouri-Columbia School of 
Law; private practice, 1988-
1990; assistant prosecuting attorney, 1990-1994; 
administrative law judge, Missouri Division of 
Workers’ Compensation, 1994-2015; member Saint 
Elizabeth Ann Seaton Church; appointed associate 
circuit court judge November 2015 by Governor Jay 
Nixon (D).

Mark A. 
Powell
Division 24
Born May 1960, in 
Springfield, Missouri; BA, 
psychology, 1982, Missouri 
State University (cum laude); 
JD, 1985, Drake University; 
private practice, 1985-2000; 
in the 2010 version of the 
Secretary of State’s Bluebook, the official directory 
of state employees, Judge Powell’s biography 
showed him as a member of the First and Calvary 
Presbyterian Church.38 The 2018 version of the 
Bluebook, however, showed no church membership 
affiliation;39 appointed associate circuit judge, March 
2000 by Governor Mel Carnahan (D). 

Becky J.W. 
Borthwick
Division 25
BA, political science, 1991, 
University of Missouri-
Columbia; JD, 1995, 
University of Oklahoma; 
private practice, 1995-
2003, 2005-2013; assistant 
attorney general, 2003-

2005; municipal court judge, appointed June 2013; 
appointed associate circuit judge, April 2016 by 
Governor Jay Nixon (D).
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politics/2017/09/01/new-judge-greene-county-announced/626209001/ 
accessed 9/20/18; no information was available for this person on the 
website of the Missouri Secretary of State
38 https://www.sos.mo.gov/cmsimages/BlueBook/2009-2010/5_Jud.pdf p. 
327; accessed 9/20/18
39 https://www.sos.mo.gov/cmsimages/bluebook/2017-2018/5_Jud.
pdf#nameddest=Missouri%20Circuit%20Courts p 307; accessed 9/20/18 
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well be increasing because of previous fire suppression, 
mismanagement of our forests, and a huge influx of people 
into the west, lightning fires and providing lots of fuel 
for them.”

Likewise, University of Alabama-Huntsville’s 
Distinguished Professor of Atmospheric Science John 
Christy says human mismanagement is the more important 
cause of the huge fires: “If you don’t let the low-intensity 
fires burn, that fuel builds up year after year. Now once a 
fire gets going and it gets going enough, it has so much 
fuel that we can’t put it out. In that sense, you could say 
that fires today are more intense, but it’s because of human 
management practices, not because mother nature has 
done something.”

Yes, what’s really changed is fuel—not how dry it is 
because of rising temperature or declining precipitation 
(neither of which has a trend sufficient to make much 
difference in combustibility), but how much of it there is.

Driven largely by environmentalists who insisted that 
human management of nature is somehow bad, the western 
states, and the federal government, generally adopted 
policies of suppressing fires and not removing undergrowth 
from forests. Yet, fires are a natural phenomenon essential 
to long-term forest health. Preventing and suppressing 
them results in denser undergrowth, which means more 
fuel. Fires then burn hotter and move faster, accounting for 
the fact that acres burned have generally increased (though 
not greatly) since the 1970s, while the number of fires 
has not.

Are Western Wildfires Driven by Global Warming—Manmade or Otherwise?
by E. Calvin Beisner, August 21, 2018

The news media have made the number and intensity 
of wildfires in western states this summer a household 

topic: as of August 14, there were hundreds of them, and 
of major ones, 17 were burning in Alaska, 11 in Arizona, 
10 each in Oregon and Colorado, and 9 in California. The 
media and many environmentalists blame them on global 
warming.

The numbers sound bad to people not studied in 
the field, but in actuality they’re not unusual. In fact, the 
number of fires has been decreasing since the 1970s. But 
the total acreage burned has been increasing over that 
period. But an even longer view shows an entirely different 
picture, according to data kept by the National Interagency 
Fire Center and shown in this graph:

Clearly, both the number of fires and the number of 
acres burned were far higher from the late 1920s through 
the 1940s than since 2000.

Nonetheless, global warming alarmists and their 
media lapdogs get it wrong. “The effects of global warming 
on temperature, precipitation levels, and soil moisture are 
turning many of our forests into kindling during wildfire 
season,” says the Union of Concerned Scientists.

The Associated Press claims “Science Says: Hotter 
weather turbocharges US West wildfires.”

The Chicago Sun Times handles it this way: “As 
human-caused climate change has warmed the world over 
the past 35 years, the land consumed by flames has more 
than doubled.”

Experts say the way global warming worsens wildfires 
comes down to the basic dynamics of fire. Fires need 
ignition, oxygen and fuel. And what’s really changed 
is fuel  — the trees, brush and other plants that go up 
in flames.

“Hotter drier weather means our fuels are drier so it’s 
easier for fires to start and spread and burn more intensely,” 
said University of Alberta fire scientist Mike Flannigan.

But University of Washington Professor of 
Atmospheric Sciences Cliff Mass pointed out in a recent 
interview with the Daily Caller: “Correlation is not 
causation. Temperatures are warming, that is true. Wildfire 
area is increasing in parts of the west, also true. But one 
does not necessarily cause another. Wildfire area could 
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Author of Wilberforce, 

Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, 
Prophet Spy, 7 Men and the 
Secret of Their Greatness, 

and thirty children’s books. 
Founder and host of Socrates 
in the City in New York City.
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