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The Constitutional Coalition:

 Dedicated to inform, engage and 
enable Americans to restore 

truth, morality and rule of law 
locally and nationally.
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Where Do We Go From here?Where Do We Go From here?Where Do We Go From here?

Thomas Paine wrote those wise and felicitous words 
during a time of crisis in America. The Revolutionary 

War was at its peak, the Declaration of Independence 
had just recently been written and signed by patriots 
who then went to war to fight for their beliefs. It was 
still 10-plus years for the Constitution to be written 
and signed on September 17, 1787. Paine argued in 
his writings that the “cause of America should not be 
just a revolt against taxation [from Great Britain], but a 
demand for independence.”2

These are the times that try men’s souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, 
shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands it now deserves the love and thanks of man 
and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with us, that the 
harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: 
it is dearness only that gives every thing its value. Heaven knows how to put a proper price upon its 
goods; and it would be strange indeed if so celestial an article as FREEDOM should not be highly rated.1

Today, the “cause of America” should not be a revolt 
against a foreign country or agency without. It must 
be a revolt against the “agency within.” As far back 
as President Franklin D. Roosevelt, we have seen 
the elimination of principles of freedom that our 
founders so courageously fought for. FDR “upended 
constitutionally limited government, [and] undertook 
an equally injurious assault on economic liberty. … He 
proclaimed, ‘Here is my principle: Taxes shall be levied 

cont’d p 3

The Founders pulled the shutters to Independence Hall 
and, on many occasions, worked through the night 
by candlelight debating, praying, and considering the 
best way to structure the government of our newly 
independent colonies to sustain the vision set forth in the 
Declaration of Independence.
These fifty-five visionaries, comprised of pastors, soldiers, 
lawyers, theologians, farmers, husbands, and fathers, 
were extraordinary. They did the unimaginable and 
achieved, in accordance with God’s Sovereignty, a theory 
of government that was untested in the history of the 
world, but was based upon tried-and-true principles 

found in the Bible, which included a representative form 
of government (Exodus 18:21), the separation of powers–
federalism–through three branches of government and 
sovereign states (Isaiah 33:22), and religious liberty–
freedom of conscience–being the heartbeat of our nation 
(1 Timothy 2:1-2). What we received is our United 
States Constitution, which is unparalleled in efficacy, 
virtue, and precision.
Any honest observer would concede that our founding 
documents in America are seldom discussed, and even 
more, seldom followed or even considered in the hearts 
of citizens and by our elected officials.
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Amending the Constitution
Through Article V

by Andrew Muller 

In the summer of 1787, fifty-five of the American colony’s best 
and brightest leaders gathered in Independence Hall located in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. What began as a gathering to amend the 
vastly inadequate Articles of Confederation, quickly turned into a 
convention to create a new constitution which would be delegated 
sufficient, but limited powers. 

©iStock.com/spxChrome
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Letter from the Editor
Fall 2022
From the Desk oF the PresiDent oF the BoarD

oF the Constitutional Coalition:

Dear Fellow Americans,
It was 1964, a presidential election year. Then, as now, the media was 
liberal to the core. Conservatism was in its nascent stage as a national 
movement. Phyllis Schlafly was a “voice crying in the wilderness” for 
A Choice Not an Echo. Buckley’s intellectual appeal was limited and 
constrained. Anti anti-communism was prevalent throughout the 
intelligentsia. Barry Goldwater’s “In your heart, you know he’s right,” 
was a muted message at best.
There came a much-needed clarion call. The unlikely, self-published 
paperback titled, “None Dare Call It Treason,” by Pastor John Stormer 
became “a grassroots sensation in 1964 and a rallying point for the 
then emerging conservative movement.”
Fast forward 58 years. ...

The conservative movement has grown and prospered. However, its 
sworn enemy, “collectivism” (in all its aliases), has metastasized into the 
megalithic monster which stands astride every aspect of our national 
life. The result is the frenzy for change throughout every aspect of 
life in the USA. Though seemingly both “crazy” and of independent 
origin, this “frenzy” is being driven by a cadre of communist/socialist 
bureaucrats throughout our federal and state governments. It is a 
long-planned, coordinated, and deliberately not identified scenario of 
political pressure “from above” and civil unrest in various forms “from 
below.” All this is only possible by the fully complicit mass media.
What to do? Seek out lovers of truth. Prove them. Join them. For 
what is needed is an INFORMATIONAL ARMY. This army is in 
a desperate struggle for the hearts and minds of all Americans of 
whatever race, creed or color.

As the Founding Fathers trusted God in the 
establishment of our nation, we must trust God now to 

correct and save our beloved country.

Tim Weir
President
The Constitutional Coalition

www.eagleforum.org

Please join us for

A Faith Leader’s Prayer Breakfast
2022

You are personally invited to attend a 
private prayer breakfast to encourage 

the preservation of our faith and 
freedoms in America

Keynote Speaker
Stacy Washington

SUNSET COUNTRY CLUB
9444 S. Geyer Road

Saint Louis, Missouri 63126

Friday, October 7, 2022
9:00 A.M. – 11:00 A.M.

Registration begins at 8:30 am

Hosted by:
Terrie Desloge 314.409.6534 & Kate 

Stratton 314.971.1268
Co-sponsor: 

The Constitutional Coalition

There is no cost to attend this powerful time 
of inspiration, prayers, and a wonderful 

breakfast. Space is limited, so please RSVP by 
Friday, September 23, 2022.
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according to ability to pay. That is 
the only American principle.’ … his 
American principle was nothing more 
than a paraphrase of Karl Marx’s 
maxim, ‘From each according to 
his abilities, to each according to 
his needs’.” That statement sounds 
fair and open-minded. It sounds 
honest and upright, unprejudiced 
and nondiscriminatory.3

However, it is not what our 
forefathers fought for in the battles 
they faced or the principles for which 
they stood. It is Marxist ideology 
and those beliefs have entered 
into every area of American life. 
The definition of Marxism is “the 
political and economic theories of 
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, later 
developed by their followers to form 
the basis for the theory and practice 
of communism. Central to Marxist 
theory is an explanation of social 

change in terms of economic factors, according to which the means of production 
provide the economic base, which influences or determines the political 
and ideological superstructure. Marx and Engels predicted the revolutionary 
overthrow of capitalism by the proletariat and the eventual attainment of a 
classless communist society.”4

In Mattthew Lohmeier’s book, Irresistible Revolution, he discusses how our 
history has been “reframed” by so-called historians like Nikole Hannah-Jones 
and Howard Zinn who have rewritten American history so that a child educated 
in today’s schools has no concept of the battles that our forefathers faced or the 
principles for which stood. They are not alone in this rewriting of American 
history as “Newspapers across the country are establishing initiatives to revise old 
news articles that reflect unfavorably on ‘public figures’ and ‘disproportionately 
impact people of color. The Boston Globe, for example, announced that its ‘Fresh 
Start’ initiative allows people to request past stories be updated or anonymized, 
eliminating stains that may prove embarrassing if left in the record.5

Perhaps that was also the force that drove the publication of a special issue of 
The New York Times Magazine, “The 1619 Project.” It is an attempt to “reframe 
American history,” according to Jake Silverstein, the TIMES’ editor in chief, and 
proudly “decenter whiteness,” according to Nikole Hannah-Jones, the project’s 
creator and lead essayist.6 (See “A New Origin Story, The 1619 Project,” article 
in the Spring 2022 issue of Front Line.7)
Lohmeier asks the following questions, “How is it, for example, that American 
people and institutions … increasingly resonate and align with Marxist 
ideology? … How is it that Americans can now so easily question and forget 
the greatness of the American ideal and succumb to the communist tactics of 
subversion …? How did we get to the point as a country where we have cozied 
up to Marxism, and why can we not recognize our now-rapid slide into various 
Marxist schools of thought and forms of activism for what it is? How and why 
are these things happening? ‘Two ways,’ to borrow Hemmingway’s clever phrase, 
‘Gradually, then suddenly’.”8

Our Challenge Today
Author David Horowitz,9 is quite familiar with the tenets of Marxism/socialism/
communism. He was raised in a communist community, became a “new leftist,” 
and was a radical during the ‘60s. In the late ‘90s, he had second thoughts 
about his former comrades and commitments, and in 1997, he wrote a memoir, 
Radical Son, about his journey from the left. Today, he is president of David 
Horowitz Freedom Center, which is a platform for his campaigns against the 

Left and its anti-American agendas. Following are some of his thoughts on the 
“isms” in America today:

From the Desk of David Horowitz:
… the economy has been raked with rising inflation, government-
funded unemployment, overwhelming debt and a social engineering 
program that would make Stalinists proud.
Our southern border no longer exists. Millions will continue to pour 
across with no vetting and no security. Our nation’s adversaries, China, 
Iran, and Russia, … see incompetence as an opportunity to aggressively 
pursue their goals by massing troops on the Ukraine border, saber-
rattling in the Taiwan Straits, and taking advantage of the horrendous 
fallout from the Afghan debacle. For the first time ever, America no 
longer has a strategic advantage in nuclear weapons and the means of 
war.
Meanwhile, the drive to demonize white Americans, beginning with 
our nation’s Founding Fathers, and further balkanize and divide 
Americans racially, has entered warp speed. The Progressives are 
pressing on with their campaign to dismantle the brilliant system the 
Founders bequeathed us. …
These enemies of our great country now control the Congress and the 
White House and have taken us to a point where we might be one 
election away from losing our country altogether. …
The K-12 schools have become the latest battlegrounds of the Left’s 
efforts to dismantle our country’s constitutional order and replace it 
with a socialist tyranny. The Progressive Fascists have no respect for 
the innocence of children and have shown no restraint in abusing K-12 
youngsters to impose their racist, hate-America doctrines on them in 
the public schools. When challenged by the children’s parents they 
have unleased the powers of the federal police on them and demonized 
them as “domestic terrorists.” These are classic communist and fascist 
practices.
Unfortunately, Republicans are still too polite to call Democrat 
atrocities by their right names — though enormous strides have been 
made in recent years.
The weapons of political war are words. If the other side is calling 
you “racists,” “white supremacists,” “insurrectionists,” and “domestic 
terrorists,” and you are calling them “liberals” and “progressives,” you 
are not going to win that war. …
Republicans and conservatives seem intent on preventing our political 
enemies from being embarrassed by the malignant plans they have in 
store for us. Over the past seventeen years, the Progressive Fascists have 
conducted a relentless war against the first Amendment, have blown up 
our southern border, and flown unvetted criminals, COVID carriers, 

©iStock.com/Creativeye99

Karl Marx, a German philosopher, radical 
economist, and revolutionary leader who 
founded modern socialism. His basic idea, 
known as Marxism, forms the foundation 
of socialist and communist movements 
throughout the world.

©iStock.com/KeithLance
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and terrorists to unknown destinations in our country in the middle of 
the night. Everyone knows they are doing this to rig future elections 
and create a one-party state. Are they ruthless and unprincipled enough 
to do this? … 
Don’t call them liberals, and don’t call them progressives. What is 
progressive about wanting a re-run of the 
Third Reich or Stalin’s Russia? They are 
fascists. …
This is all part of a transparent plan to 
demonize political opponents and strip them 
of their rights as Americans for opposing the 
imposition of a fascist state. We are losing 
our country. But it is not to liberals or 
crazies or rogues off their rockers. … the 
Left marches on. …
The Freedom Center has understood for years that the Left’s goals 
were not misguided, but are calculated and dangerous and that the 
final goal was not the improvement of the lives of average Americans, 
but the overthrow of the system. More and more Republicans and 
conservatives understand this now. We hear it in the voices of so many 
younger writers, conservative public officials … [We are] dedicated to 
educating citizens about these dangers, to identifying the threats facing 
us, and calling out the Left for the malicious vandals that they are.10

Where Do We Go From Here?
In light of the path that our country has been on for almost 100 years, let 
us consider doing away with all of the “isms.” Let’s smash socialism, mangle 
Marxism, crush communism, and eliminate any other “isms” that appear. Let us 
only stand for Americanism, which is 

“an attachment or allegiance to the traditions, 
institutions, and ideas of the United States.”

In his book, Lohmeier encourages us that “the optimal way for the United States 
to curtail its destructive march is by committing to national repentance.  … 
Educate yourself and choose to be the kind of citizen that allows civil society 
to flourish. … Averting the wrath to come is up to every one of us. … if you 
are a Christian, it means turning away from sin and turning to Christ. If you 
are a Jew, it means turning and facing the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
Whatever your faith, religion, or spiritual ambition, it means turning from evil 
and pursuing good. For religious and nonreligious alike, repentance also consists 
in Americans believing in America—in its fundamental goodness. It means 
believing in and adopting America’s founding principles as our best hope as a 
country of healing and unifying, regardless of religion, creed, politics, or race.”11

The Way Forward
Matthew Lohmeier also persuades us to: “Avoid anger and violence; be 
courageous; get educated; speak up; live not by lies; and pay attention. Never be 
ashamed of your own beliefs; never forget that in America your right to speak 
freely is protected by Constitutional law; never be ashamed to believe in the 
fundamental goodness of your country and the greatness of its ideals, and never 
use your position of authority to unduly propound partisan political views.
In closing, Lohmeier says, “I believe that most of our uniformed service members 
and many Americans believe in the fundamental goodness of our great country 
and want to preserve it. But fighting for what is right means first understanding 
the truth about what is happening. Only then, perhaps, will many more people 
act courageously in defense of their liberties and take a stand against a Marxist 
revolution that has become nearly irresistible. … choose to stand for what 
is right.”12 

Follow the path that is good, equitable, 
righteous and virtuous.

The optimal way 
for the United 

States to curtail its 
destructive march 

is by committing to 
national repentance.

Bad men cannot make good citizens. It is when a people 
forget God that tyrants forge their chains. A vitiated state of 
morals, a corrupted public conscience, is incompatible with 
freedom. No free government, or the blessings of liberty, 
can be preserved to any people but by a firm adherence to 
justice, moderation, temperance, frugality, and virtue; and 
by a frequent recurrence to fundamental principles.”

— Patrick Henry

Endnotes:
1 Paine, Thomas, “The American Crisis. Number I,” one of the “Crisis” papers issued between 1776 and 

1783 (signed Common Sense), Dec. 19, 1776, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Thomas-Paine, 
accessed September 5, 2022. 

2 Britannica, “Thomas Paine, British-American Author,” https://www.britannica.com., accessed September 
5, 2022.

3 Alexander, Mark, “The Legacy of American Liberty,” Essential Liberty Project, Publius Press, Inc., 2009, 
The Patriot Post.

4 As defined in Word.com dictionary.
5 Lohmeier, Matthew, “Irresistible Revolution,” self-published, www.matthewlohmeier.com, 2021, p. 13, 

accessed September 5, 2022.
6 Ibid., Lohmeier, p. 13.
7 To obtain a copy of this article from the Spring 2022 issue of Front Line, send your request to Front 

Line, PO Box 37054, St. Louis, MO 63141, or call (314) 434-7028.
8 Ibid., Lohmeier, pgs. 89-90.
9 Horowitz, David, author and co-founder of the David Horowitz Freedom Center, https://www.

horowitzfreedomcenter.org/ and https://www.discoverthenetworks.org/
10 Horowitz, David, “From the Desk of David Horowitz,” FrontPage.mag, https://www.frontpagemag.

com/, Winter, 2021/2022.
11 Ibid., Lohmeier, pages 184-187.
12 Ibid., Lohmeier, p.191.

Former Space Force Lt. Col. Matthew Lohmeier, is a 2006 graduate of the United States Air Force 
Academy. He began his active-duty military career as a pilot, flying over 1,200 hours in the T-38 as an 
instructor pilot followed by the F-15C. He cross-trained into space operations and gained expertise in 
space-based missile warning. In October 2020, he transferred into the United States Space Force. He 
has two master’s degrees-a master in military operational art and science, and a master of philosophy in 
military strategy. Rising to the rank of lieutenant colonel in command of a space-based missile warning 
squadron in Colorado, he was fired from his command following a book he wrote and comments he 
made about a growing influence of what he called “neo-Marxist-based” race and diversity programs in 
the military. (Order form on back page for his book, Irresistible Revolution.)

Published in the Daily Mirror, UK, 1923
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Because America has strayed so far from the original vision of our Framers, 
concerned patriots have become desperate about how to remedy the soul of 

our nation. Many feel helpless and torn about what, if anything, can be done to 
restore the republic that has given so much to so many.  
Many have advocated for calling an Article V Convention to amend the 
Constitution to address and potentially remedy some of our national issues. 
This convention, often referred to as a “Convention of States” (COS) or an 
“Amendment Convention” is gaining a lot of traction in the conservative sphere 
and has caused division amongst patriots. It is time to clear the air. 
Currently, 19 states have passed COS legislation, six states have passed COS 
legislation in one chamber of their state legislature, and 15 states have had 
active COS legislation this past year. Additionally, 2.3 million people have 
signed a petition by an organization called COS Action to convene another 
Constitutional Convention.1

So, what exactly is an Article V Convention? 
Article V refers to the fifth of the seven articles in the Constitution explaining 
the amendment process. The full text of Article V states: 

“The Congress, whenever two thirds of both houses shall deem it 
necessary, shall propose amendments to this Constitution, or, on the 
application of the legislatures of two thirds of the several states, shall 
call a convention for proposing amendments, which, in either case, 
shall be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of this Constitution, 
when ratified by the legislatures of three fourths of the several states, 
or by conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other 
mode of ratification may be proposed by the Congress; provided 
that no amendment which may be made prior to the year one thousand 
eight hundred and eight shall in any manner affect the first and fourth 
clauses in the ninth section of the first article; and that no state, without 
its consent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the Senate.” 

Highlighting the wording above, without the explanatory phrases, shows the 
simplicity of who is responsible for the amendment process—the Congress. The 
underlined words further simplify the controlling entity.
Article V offers two ways to propose amendments and two ways to ratify 
amendments: 

Proposing Constitutional Amendments 
1. Congress proposes amendments with 2/3 approval by both 

houses 

2. Congress calls an amendment convention upon the application 
of 2/3 of the state legislatures 

Ratifying Constitutional Amendments 
Congress may select the mode of ratification: 
1. Ratification by 3/4 of the state legislatures 
2. Ratification by 3/4 of state conventions 

Those arguing in favor of a constitutional convention through Article V say that 
by the states ratifying a series of amendments restraining the reach and influence 
of the federal government, we can take a large stride towards restoring America 
by using the Constitution’s editorial ability to restrict power.
But the COS activists do not want Congress to propose amendments the manner 
in which all 27 of our current amendments have been adopted. Instead, they 
think they can call a convention of the states to propose, debate, and ratify 
amendments independent of Congress. This is completely unprecedented.

Under this model, the states would apply to Congress for a convention and 
“run” a convention consisting of unelected delegates to propose and create 
amendments to revise the Constitution. The COS proponents claim that each 
state would send instructions with their delegates along with an approved outline 
of potential amendments for debate. The problem is that we have no rulebook, 
precedent, history, or structure for how this would transpire.  

It begs the question: Who would ultimately control this 
convention? 

When our only Constitutional Convention was held in 1787, we did not have a 
bicameral legislature already vested with powers by a constitution. 
A straightforward reading of Article V gives Congress the responsibility over 
the amendment process. “The Congress … shall propose amendments to this 
Constitution, or, on the application of the legislatures of two thirds of the 
several states, shall call a convention for proposing amendments … when 
ratified by the legislatures of three fourths of the several states, or by conventions 
in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratification may be 
proposed by the Congress …”
The only role the states can have in the process, according strictly to the text, 
is application to Congress for a convention upon the request of 2/3 of the state 
legislatures and participating in ratification by whichever means Congress 
selects. Additionally, if a convention for the purpose of proposing amendments 
was applied for by 2/3 of the states, Congress would have the responsibility for 
the calling of the convention.  
Historically, all 27 amendments to our Constitution have been proposed by the 
Congress, and none proposed by an “amendment convention of the states.” 

©iStock.com/bpperry
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Who would write the rules and processes for such a convention 
since one has never been called before?
Congress is constitutionally authorized and tasked with “necessary and proper” 
legal powers and “all other powers vested by this Constitution” (USC Art. 1 Sec. 
8 Cl. 18). If an amendment convention is congressionally-called, will it be 
congressionally- controlled? And if so, can we trust today’s Congress to take 
an eraser and pen to the Constitution? We most certainly would not see the 
likes of George Washington, James Madison, Gouverneur Morris, Benjamin 
Franklin, and James Wilson overseeing and contributing to this process today. 
The quintessential question is, if government does not follow the Constitution 
currently, why would they follow it if amended? 

— Andrew Muller is a staff member at the Pillar Foundation and the administrator of the St. 
Louis Teen Eagles. His passion in life is to express the biblical Christian worldview by researching 
and teaching God’s Word and America’s forgotten history and heroes through the means of facts 
and artifacts to emphasize God’s Providential hand in our nation.

Prudence would say that the true lasting remedy to restore our Constitution is 
by electing individuals to the halls of government that interpret our founding 
documents as written and consider them from an originalist view. 
The answer to reclaiming liberty with responsibility and fidelity to our 
founding documents is not an easy one. Restoration will require every single one 
of us to change the national narrative and influence hearts and minds. We must 
renew our resolve to educate ourselves, friends, neighbors, and research and elect 
Christian, conservative, constitutionalists to office. And we must hold them 
accountable.  

Calling for an amendment convention by the states would open a pandora’s box 
that would almost certainly lead to a political war of give and take, compromise, 
and backroom deals that could add some good restrictions on an overreaching 
government, but in today’s media-crazed and politics-over-principle culture, the 
risk outweighs the reward. What we need is a bottom-up fix, not a top-down one. 
By using our current and most effective form of term limits–frequent elections, 
we can change the course of our government by who “We the People” place in 
power. The duty of the patriot will always be eternal vigilance. Let us keep 
the fight simple. We want to protect and restore adherence to our Constitution. 

Encourage your fellow citizens to read the 
Constitution, study the Constitution, and protect 

the Constitution. 
Endnote:
1 COS Progress Map, https://conventionofstates.com

Supreme Court Backs Football Coach

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Supreme Court said Monday that a high 
school football coach who knelt and prayed on the field after games 
was protected by the Constitution, a decision that opponents said 
would open the door to “much more coercive prayer” in public 
schools.

The court ruled 6-3 for the coach with the conservative justices in the 
majority and the liberals in dissent. The case was the latest in a line 
of rulings for religious plaintiffs.

The case forced the justices to wrestle with how to balance the 
religious and free speech rights of teachers and coaches with the 
rights of students not to feel pressured into participating in religious 
practices. The liberal justices in the minority said there was evidence 
that Bremerton (Washington) High School Coach Joseph Kennedy’s 
prayers at the 50-yard-line had a coercive effect on students and 
allowed him to incorporate his “personal religious beliefs into a 
school event.”

Dissenting Justice Sonia Sotomayor wrote that the decision “sets us 
further down a perilous path in forcing states to entangle themselves 
with religion.”

But the justices in the majority emphasized that the coach’s prayers 
came after the games were over and at a time when he wasn’t 
responsible for students and was free to do other things.

The coach and his attorneys at First Liberty Institute, a Christian legal 
group, were among those cheering the decision. Kennedy said in an 
interview that his first reaction was one of pure joy.

©iStock.com/KeithLance

“Just like in all my football games I just threw my arms up, you know, 
‘touchdown’,” he said. He described the seven years since the dispute 
began as tough on his family but “absolutely worth it.”

Justice Neil Gorsuch, writing for the majority in the ruling, declared, 
“The Constitution and the best of our traditions counsel mutual 
respect and tolerance, not censorship and suppression, for religious 
and nonreligious views alike.

Gorsuch noted that the coach “prayed during a period when school 
employees were free to speak with a friend, call for a reservation at 
a restaurant, check email, or attend to other personal matters” and 
“while his students were otherwise occupied.”

It would be wrong to treat everything public school teachers and 
coaches say and do as speech subject to government control, he 
wrote. If that were the case, “a school could fire a Muslim teacher 
for wearing a headscarf in the classroom or prohibit a Christian aide 
from praying quietly over her lunch in the cafeteria,” he wrote.

[Gorsuch] closed by writing that: “Respect for religious expressions is 
indispensable to life in a free and diverse Republic—whether those 
expressions take place in a sanctuary or on a field, and whether they 
manifest through the spoken word or a bowed head.”

Sotomayor was joined in her dissent by Justices Stephen Breyer and 
Elena Kagan.

The case is Kennedy v. Bremerton School District, 21-418.

– Jessica Gresko, https://apnews.com/, June 27, 2022
©iStock.com/dehooks
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All Hail the Queen!
Queen Elizabeth II, the UK’s longest-serving monarch, has died at 
Balmoral aged 96, after reigning for 70 years. She died peacefully on Thursday 
[September 8, 2022] afternoon at her Scottish estate, where she had spent 
much of the summer.

The Queen came to the throne in 1952 and witnessed enormous social 
change. Her son King Charles III said the death of his beloved mother was a 
“moment of great sadness” for him and his family and that her loss would be 
“deeply felt” around the world.

He said: “We mourn profoundly the passing of a cherished sovereign 
and a much-loved mother. “I know her loss will be deeply felt throughout the 
country, the realms and the Commonwealth, and by countless people around 
the world.”

During the coming period of mourning, he said he and his family would 
be “comforted and sustained by our knowledge of the respect and deep 
affection in which the Queen was so widely held.”

Prime Minister Liz Truss, who was appointed by the Queen on Tuesday, 
said the monarch was the rock on which modern Britain was built, who had 
“provided us with the stability and strength that we needed.”

Queen Elizabeth II’s tenure as head of state spanned post-war austerity, 
the transition from empire to Commonwealth, the end of the Cold War and 
the UK’s entry into (and withdrawal from) the European Union. Her reign 
spanned 15 prime ministers starting with Winston Churchill.

As a 21-year-old princess, Elizabeth had vowed to devote her life to 
service. Reflecting on those words decades later, during her Silver Jubilee in 
1977, she declared: “Although that vow was made in my salad days, when I 
was green in judgment, I do not regret nor retract one word of it.”
From America

The Queen made a habit of holding audiences with U.S. leaders. From a 
meeting in 1951 when she was 25 years old, the queen met every American 
leader (except Lyndon B. Johnson) over the last seven decades in venues from 
Balmoral Castle to baseball stadiums.
Rev. Franklin Graham lauds Queen Elizabeth’s lifetime of service, and 
remembers her deep friendship with his father Rev. Billy Graham, calling the 
monarach “a true friend of the Christian faith.” He said she was a “symbol 
of stability and steadfastness for the United Kingdom. I am deeply saddened 
to hear about the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II,” Rev. Graham 
told Fox News Digital, adding that she has been a “symbol of stability and 
steadfastness for the United Kingdom for 70 years. The Queen was a friend to 
my father, but more importantly, she was a true friend of the Christian faith,” 
he said. “She will be profoundly missed.”
Billy and Ruth Graham visited with the royal family on multiple occasions. 
Franklin Graham told Fox News that he admired many things about the 
Queen, adding “I’m especially grateful for the Queen’s friendship with my 
father ... He cherished their friendship that was built on a shared love for 
Jesus Christ and belief in God’s Word.” Rev. Graham then added, “My father 

– Credits include: DailyMail.com, Andrea Cavallier, September 9, 2022; Fox 
News.com, Maureen Mackey, September 8, 2022; and BBC.com, George Bowden, 
Marie Jackson and Sean Coughlan, royal correspondent, https://www.bbc.com/.
– “A Rainbow Is Seen Outside of Buckingham Palace on September 8, 2022…” 

Getty Images, https://www.gettyimages.com/. Accessed 8 Sept. 2022.
British Ribbon ©iStock.com/Peter Pencil

The Queen is honored at the Jefferson Barracks Historic Site, St. Louis, MO. A plaque 
reads: “Once upon a time, there was a princess. She had a strong spirit, and when her 
country went to war against evil, she decided to do her bit. Even though she was a 
princess. And young! So, rolling up her sleeves, she learned to be a truck mechanic 
and help maintain motor vehicles for her country’s army. Because that is what you do

when you are a young princess with 
strong spirit, and there is evil in 
the world. Eventually, the evil was 
defeated, and the young princess grew 
up and became a queen. But she still 
had spirit, for the rest of her long life.

One of the good things about living 
in the public eye is the ability to be a 
role model. We here at JB give a tip of 
the hat to a princess from across the 
‘sea’, and remind everyone to use her 
as an example and raise your children 
to have spirit. It will see them through 
all adversity.”

had the privilege of meeting with the Queen more 
than a dozen times, and she was a gracious host, 
inviting my parents to visit Buckingham Palace on 
several occasions.” My father said he found Queen 
Elizabeth ‘to be a woman of rare modesty and 
character,’ and made a pledge to pray for her and 
her family every day.’ He also appreciated how she 
often talked about Jesus Christ during her public 
addresses — there was never any question about 
where she placed her faith. Queen Elizabeth once 
said, ‘I draw strength from the message of hope in 
the Christian gospel.” Graham added, ‘I will always 
appreciate her example of leadership and her life of 
integrity.

She will be profoundly missed.
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~~~ STATE AUDITOR ~~~

SCOTT FITZPATRICK (R) Earned B.S. in business from University 

of MO-Columbia. Professional experience includes founding and 
operating MariCorp United States. Represented District 158 in the 
Missouri House of Representatives from 2013-2019. Appointed 
Missouri Treasurer (2018) to replace Eric Schmitt and was elected to 
that position in 2020. Married with three children. “Promises to find 

and rout out waste, fraud, and abuse.” Served as Budget Chairman and 
as Treasurer. As House Budget Chairman, defeated a plan hatched by 

Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon to give illegal immigrants in-state tuition at 
Missouri higher education institutions by cracking down on their funding. Stopped the 
attempted abuse of taxpaer money to change state regulation to allow those same illegal 
immigrants to receive scholarships funded by Missouri taxpayers. by passing a bill overriding 
those regulatory changes and leading the override of Gov. Nixon’s veto of the legislation. 
In 2008 the legislature passed a law to allow the Auditor to audit school districts. In the 
14 years since that law took effect, only 19 audits have been conducted pursuant to that 
authority, despite there being 516 school districts in Missouri! Meanwhile two thirds of 
Missouri students aren’t proficient in math or science, and over half don’t read at grade 
level, despite record levels of funding for public schools. Promises to review administrative 
costs and administrator salaries and measure the performance of our schools against the 
investment taxpayers are making in them. Will ensure schools are following the law and 
keeping politically divisive curriculum like Critical Race Theory and discussions relating to 
gender or sexual preferences out of the classroom. I will help parents make sure their schools 
are doing what they’re expected to do: teach kids the things they need to learn to be prepared 
to join the workforce or go to college. As Treasurer, created the local government checkbook 
so Missourians can see exactly how their county governments are spending their hard-earned 
money. As Auditor, will continue this focus on government transparency. Waste, fraud, and 
corruption will not be tolerated at any level of government. Will lead a comprehensive audit 
of any local government that is failing to protect the taxpayers it is elected to serve.

WEBSITE: https://www.scottfitzpatrick.com/

ALAN GREEN (D) Graduated from University Texas at Tyler, BS in Criminal 
Justice & American Diplomacy; National Louis University Masters Degree in 
Management & Development and Human Resources; Lindenwood University 
MBA, Management & Business Administration; Emerging Leaders Program, 
Executive Management Program; Virginia Business, University of Virginia; 
United Theological Seminary PH.D, Survine Bible College/St. Louis. Former 
Missouri State Legislator (67th District, St. Louis County), former State 
Director, former advisor to two St. Louis County Executives, a former 
police officer, a CFO, a businessperson, and a minister. Strong background 
in economics and finance. Make sure federal funds are only used to advance and improve 
the quality of life for all Missourians. Committed to being an independent watchdog for the 
people of this state. Be a watchdog and aggressively identify where valuable taxpayer dollars 
can be saved. Will partner with the U.S. Department of Defense, the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, and others to work on cutting-edge cybersecurity programs, to make 
sure Missouri has one of the most advanced cyber defenses in the country. Will identify 
waste and fraud in our government so that we can spend taxpayer dollars on programs that 
really make a difference for the people of Missouri. Committed to assembling and retaining 
a dedicated team of professionals who are willing to take on and tackle the difficult tasks that 
come with this position. Be independent and place the interest of the people of Missouri first. 
Will stand up to powerful interests and make sure the taxpayers’ money is being spent wisely. 
Attract the most qualified staff possible who will represent all corners of Missouri. Educate 
the general public on the functions of the office and encourage them to engage the office by: 
Regularly visiting all corners of the state to meet with Missourians; communicating what 
we do and what can be audited; encouraging people to contact us about their concerns by 
establishing by making the office more visible by visiting all areas regularly; fighting for issues 
most important to Missourians; and focusing on transparency, accountability, and efficiency 
in operations.

WEBSITE: https://www.alankgreen.com/

JOHN A HARTWIG, JR. (L) Born in St. Louis, MO with 

B.S in business administration from Washington University (1964). 
Served in the U.S. Army from 1965-to 1967. Employed by a national 
accounting firm for six years and left as an audit supervisor. Established 
my own Certified Public Accountant practice in St. Charles, MO and 
have been in practice there for over 50 years. Through auditing and 
accounting, served a variety of retail, wholesale, manufacturing, health 
professionals, and not for profit clients. A veteran; served two years in the 
U.S. Army Finance Corps as a Finance Disbursing Officer during Vietnam. 
Married for 45 years with two children.

Candidate sponsored by the Libertarian Party, who is uniquely positioned to truly 
independently audit/review the actions of the Republican and Democratic officeholders and 
the state agencies under their management. Fiscal conservative. In favor of definite Term 
Limits on all elective and appointive positions and believes that the government that governs 
best governs least. Looks up to all Whistle blowers who they tend to be truth tellers, In spite 
of the risk. 

WEBSITE: https://jhartwigcpa.com/ ©iStock.com/Rawf8
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Missouri Ballot Issues

Amendment 3: Legalize Pot
Ballot Title: 

Do want to amend the Missouri Constitution to:

• remove state prohibitions on purchasing, 
possessing, consuming, using, delivering, 
manufacturing, and selling marijuana for 
personal use for adults over the age of twenty-
one; 

• require a registration card for personal cultivation with prescribed limits; 

• allow persons with certain marijuana-related non-violent offenses to petition for 
release from incarceration or parole and probation and have records expunged; 
• establish a lottery selection process to award licenses and certificates; 

• issue equally distributed licenses to each congressional district; and 

• impose a six percent tax on the retail price of marijuana to benefit various programs?

State governmental entities estimate initial costs of $3.1 million, initial revenues of at least 
$7.9 million, annual costs of $5.5 million, and annual revenues of at least $40.8 million. 
Local governments are estimated to have annual costs of at least $35,000 and annual revenues 
of at least $13.8 million.

Fair Ballot Language: 

A “yes” vote will amend the Missouri Constitution to remove state prohibitions on the 
purchase, possession, consumption, use, delivery, manufacture, and sale of marijuana for 
personal use for adults over the age of twenty-one.

The amendment would also allow individuals with certain marijuana-related offenses to 
petition for release from prison or parole and probation and have their records expunged; 
along with imposing a six percent tax on the retail price of recreational marijuana.

A “no” vote will not amend the Missouri Constitution and the sale and use of marijuana for 
recreational purposes will remain prohibited under current law. Medical marijuana would 
remain unchanged.

If passed, this measure will impose a 6 percent tax on the retail price of recreational marijuana.

COMMENT: Amendment 3 is a proposed constitutional change 
that will allow for the use of recreational cannabis usage 

in the state of Missouri for those 21 and older. The 
amendment has gone through the initiative petition 
process and received the constitutionally-required 
eight percent of legal voters from at least six of 
the eight congressional districts. In general, this 
amendment will remove state prohibitions on the 
purchasing, selling, manufacturing, and consuming 

of cannabis products in Missouri. In addition, the 
amendment will allow for anyone with certain non-

violent marijuana related offenses to petition for release 
from incarceration or parole and have the records expunged. 

The six percent tax imposed on the purchase of marijuana products 
will bring in an estimated $40.8 million for the State and at least $13.8 million for local 
governments [follow the money].

In an article on Forbes.com, (August 8, 2022), A.J. Herrington discusses the Missouri 
ballot issue: “If passed the initiative constitutional amendment would amend the 
Missouri Constitution to legalize the possession and use of marijuana for those 21 
and older, allowing adults to purchase up to three ounces of marijuana at a time. The 
measure also allows adults who obtain a registration card to cultivate marijuana at 
home, with a cap of six mature marijuana plants, six immature plants and six clones.

Secretary of State John Ashcroft “suggested that voters take care when deciding its 
fate in this fall’s election. ‘I encourage Missourians to study and educate themselves 
on any ballot initiative.’ Ashcroft said ... “Initiative 2022-059 [Amendment 3] is 
particularly lengthy and should be given careful consideration’.” 

Amendment 4: Police Force
Ballot Title: 

Shall the Missouri Constitution be amended to authorize laws, passed before December 
31, 2026, that increase minimum funding for a police force established by a state board 
of police commissioners to ensure such police force has additional resources to serve its 
communities?

State and local governmental entities estimate no additional costs or savings related to this 
proposal.

Fair Ballot Language: A “yes” vote will amend the Missouri Constitution to allow the 
general assembly by law to increase the minimum funding for a police force established by 
the state board of police commissioners to ensure such police force has additional resources to 
serve its communities. Currently the only police force established by the state board of police 
commissioners is found in Kansas City, Missouri. A “no” vote will not amend the Missouri 
Constitution regarding the funding for a police force established by the state board of police 
commissioners. If passed, this measure will have no impact on taxes.

COMMENT: Introduced in Senate Joint Resolution 38, Amendment 4 will change the 
Constitution to allow the general assembly, by law, to increase minimum funding for police 
forces established by a state board of police commissioners. If this amendment is passed there 
will be no impact on taxes. 

Amendment 5: National Guard

Ballot Title:
Shall the Missouri National Guard currently under the Missouri Department of Public 
Safety be its own department, known as the Missouri Department of the National 
Guard, which shall be required to protect the constitutional rights and civil liberties of 
Missourians?

State governmental entities estimate no savings and ongoing costs of $132,000 annually. 
Local governmental entities estimate no costs or savings.

Fair Ballot Language: A “yes” vote will amend the Missouri Constitution to create the 
Missouri Department of the National Guard as a new state agency, headed by an adjutant 
general appointed by and serving at the pleasure of the governor by and with the advice and 
consent of the senate. A “no” vote will not amend the Missouri Constitution regarding the 
National Guard. If passed, this measure will have no impact on taxes.

MO Constitutional Convention Question
Ballot Title: 

Shall there be a convention to revise and amend the Constitution [of Missouri]?

Fair Ballot Language: A “yes” vote will require the governor to call an election of delegates 
to serve at a convention for the purpose of revising or amending the Missouri Constitution. 
Any revisions or amendments will then be put to a vote of the people for their consideration. 
A “no” vote will mean no constitutional convention will be held.

If passed, this measure will have no impact on taxes.

COMMENT: According to the Missouri Constitution, Article XII, section 3(a), on the first 
Tuesday in November 1962, and every twenty years after, the Secretary of State shall submit 
to the electorate the following question: “Shall there be a convention to revise and amend 
the constitution?” Differing from a convention of states to amend the United States 
Constitution, this convention would only be called to amend the state constitution of 
Missouri. The importance of a constitutional convention is that it provides the citizens of 
Missouri an opportunity to change their state constitution should they wish to do so. In the 
three previous times this ballot measure has been put to the voters, it has failed. If passed, the 
governor would call for an election of delegates and a Constitutional Convention would be 
set. Additionally, this measure will have no impact on taxes if passed. 
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ABORTION/RIGHT TO LIFE
When addressing the question of abortion, the General 
Assembly once again took action to protect the lives of the 
innocent unborn. The House gave approval to measures 
that contain several provisions to protect the sanctity and 
dignity of life. Bills like HB 1593 and HB 2012 would 
make it a felony offense to use or donate fetal tissue from 
an abortion and would enact the Born-Alive Abortion 
Survivors Protection Act, which ensures that a child born 
alive during or after an abortion or attempted abortion 
will have the same rights as any other person. Another 
important provision in these bills would ensure that 
taxpayer funds do not go to abortion providers or their 
affiliates. Meanwhile, in the Senate Chamber, Sen. Mike 
Moon (R-29) proposed a constitutional amendment 
(SJR 48) that would extend all legal rights of due process 
to any unborn child from the point of conception. All of 
these pieces of legislation ended up falling short of the 
finish line before the House and Senate adjourned, and 

the legislature will likely take these issues up again during 
the 2023 legislative session.

HB 2810 “Relates to Abortion-Inducing Drugs”: Rep. 
Brian Seitz (R-156) Passed through both the Special 
Committee on Government Oversight and the Rules-
Administrative Oversight Committee. Establishes a class 
B felony for a person or entity that knowingly participates 
in the trafficking of abortion inducing drugs. This bill 
received widespread national coverage when a draft 
of the legislation included language involving ectopic 
pregnancies; ultimately, the language was removed. Last 
Action: remained up for debate on the House floor.  

HB 1593 “Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection 
Act”: Rep. Sara Walsh (R-50) Passed through both 
the Special Committee on Government Oversight and 
the Rules-Administrative Oversight Committee. This 
bill mandates that a child born alive during or after an 
abortion or attempted abortion shall have the same rights, 
privileges, and immunities as any other person, citizen, 

and resident of Missouri. Last Action: remained 
up for debate on the House floor. 

SJR 48 “Recognizes that unborn children 
have equal protection of the laws”: Sen. 
Mike Moon (R-29) If adopted by the voters, 
this constitutional amendment guarantees, from 
the moment of conception, that an unborn 
child shall have the same rights, privileges, and 
protection under the law that any other human 
person of the state has been afforded. This 
amendment would ban abortion and the public 
funding of abortion throughout the State. 
Last Action: This resolution was heard in the 
Committee on Seniors, Families, Veterans & 

2022 Legislative Session Summary

Military Affairs on 4/6/22, however, no executive session 
was held on the resolution and it remained in committee. 

BUDGET
This session the Missouri House and Senate also passed 
a historic $44.7 billion budget that makes significant 
fiscally conservative investments in our State while also 
retaining approximately $1.5 billion dollars in the state 
treasury for any rainy day that might come our way. 

Due to our state’s healthy revenue growth, House leaders 
fought to give a significant portion of the funds in the 
state’s coffers back to Missouri taxpayers. When faced 
with a surplus in our budget, the House stayed true to its 
conservative values and approved $500 million in funding 
for a one-time economic recovery tax credit for Missouri 
residents who paid personal income tax in the state for 
2021. The General Assembly believed that the best way to 
help the Missouri tax payer is to simply put their money 
back in their own hands. 

CHILDREN & MINORS
HB 1552 “Alternative Education Programs”: Rep. 
Doug Richey (R-38). Signed by the governor and sent to 
the Secretary of State on 6/29/22. Following through on 
the promise to provide greater school choice for Missouri 
families, the General Assembly was able to truly agree 
and finally pass HB 1552. This legislation will increase 
state funding to charter schools based on an average daily 
attendance of the institution compared to public schools 
in the same district. This will provide a more equitable 
system of funding for providing education to Missouri’s 

The 2022 legislative session for the Missouri General Assembly was filled with excitement, 
strong results for our state’s citizens, and progress was made on a host of hot button topics. 

The Missouri voters sent a Republican majority to Jefferson City to tackle and discuss the 
kitchen table issues that affect us all. Protecting the unborn, shielding our children from far-left 
ideologies, standing on the side of personal freedom, and implementing a fiscally conservative 
budget are all areas on which the Missouri General Assembly worked diligently this session. 
There is a lot for the people of Missouri to be proud of and, even though some issues did not 
make it all the way to the finish line, important strides were made during valuable conversations.
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children. In addition to funding, this bill also illustrates 
a more coherent approach to attending and facilitating a 
virtual learning program. 

HB 1858 “Transparency in Public Education”: Rep. 
Ben Baker (R-160). Passed out of the House on 4/19/22. 
This legislation has been introduced to encourage and 
protect parental involvement in their children’s education, 
while at the same time, requiring transparency from school 
boards. HB 1858 establishes the “Parents’ Bill of Rights 
Act of 2022.” Several of the rights included are the right 
to review curricula, books, and instructional materials; 
the right to visit school during school hours with 
restrictions; and the right to have sufficient accountability 
and transparency regarding school boards. Moreover, 
the legislation requires that school boards post their 
curriculum online and, if any changes are made, provide 
written communication to parents notifying them of the 
change. Last Action: Referred to the Senate committee 
on Governmental Accountability and Fiscal Oversight on 
4/26/22. 

CONGRESSIONAL MAP
The federal census of 2020 means that the Missouri General 
Assembly was tasked with creating a new congressional 
map for the state. The first attempt at fulfilling this 
obligation was HB 2117, which established Missouri’s 
eight congressional districts. The chairman of the House 
Special Committee on Redistricting, Dan Shaul (R-113), 
stated, “We took the data from the Census and the input 
of Missourians from around the state to create a fair bill 
and a fair map. This is a map that keeps communities 
of interest intact, that abides by our constitution, and 
that provides a fair and accurate representation of voters 
in Missouri.” This map, which established a strong six 
to two Republican majority for the state, was approved 
by the House, but then held in the upper chamber by 
a handful of senators that were adamant there should 
be a seven to one Republican majority. While most 
Republican legislators favored a map that would ensure as 
many Republican congressmen and congresswomen from 
Missouri were elected as possible, there were challenges 
in drawing a map which ensured seven Republicans and 
only one Democrat would be elected to serve in Congress. 
Under most, if not all, of the proposed seven to one maps, 
Republicans would likely lose seats in Missouri if it were 
a tough election cycle politically for Republicans. Some 
House and Senate members also raised concerns about 
the types of representation their districts would receive if 
they were represented in Congress from someone living 
far away in a part of the state unlike their own (which 
would have been a distinct possibility under a seven to 
one map due to the way the districts would have to be 
drawn). Following a conference committee on the bill, 
both the House and Senate refused to recede from their 
positions. 

Halfway through the session Chairman Shaul scrapped 
HB 2117 and introduced a new map, HB 2909, to 
try to start the process moving again. Taking the same 
approach from the first attempt, the committee created 
a map with input from legislators representing their 
constituents, public testimony from citizens across the 
state of Missouri, and 2020 census data. With no changes 
made, this map still represented a strong six to two 
Republican majority for the congressional districts and 
once again was approved by the House and sent to the 
Senate for approval. Adding a sense of nervous excitement 
to the end of session, the handful of senators receded 

from their position and HB 2909 was passed as the last 
piece of legislation on which the Senate worked before 
adjourning. The final result was a stronger map that 
ultimately provides Republicans a strong chance to hold 
their six seats in Missouri. 

(New maps may be accessed at https://www.sos.mo.gov/
elections/maps for Missouri Senate and House. New 
Congressional map may be accessed at https://house.
mo.gov/billtracking/bills221/maps/Map.5799H.02P.pdf. 
(See page 21 of this issue.) 

ECONOMY
COVID-19 hit our state’s economy and workforce just as 
it did all across the country due to decisions made by the 
federal government. In order to address these concerns, 
the House passed a number of bills designed to improve 
our state’s economy and aid in re-entry to the workforce. 
HB 1684 establishes the “Missouri Nuclear Clean Power 
Act” which is designed to expand nuclear power in the 
state. Nuclear power is clean, safe, and affordable and 
expanding this source of energy in Missouri would help 
make us more energy independent and improve the 
overall environmental status of our state. HB 2088, an 
important piece of criminal justice reform legislation as 
well, establishes the “Earning Safe Reentry through Work 
Act of 2021.” The bill is designed to help incarcerated 
individuals become more productive members of society 
through increased work opportunities. Both of these 

pieces of legislation remained on the Senate calendar 
upon adjournment and they will need to be addressed 
again during the 2023 legislative session.

Additionally, HB 2593 prohibits political subdivisions 
(like counties and cities) from restricting the operation 
of home-based businesses. As we entered into a period 
of recovering from the effects of government mandated 
lockdowns and shutdowns, now is not the time to stifle 
business innovation and start-ups, but rather encourage 
their entry into our state’s economy. HB 2593 does 
exactly that. In addition, the House also advanced HB 
1860, legislation aimed at getting Missourians back to 
work. HB 1860 will adjust our state’s unemployment 
compensation to encourage re-entry to the state’s 
workforce when jobs are plentiful while at the same time 
protecting taxpayers when they fall on hard times. These 
pieces of legislation were both amended in the Senate and 
never sent back to the House. 

EDUCATION
The General Assembly also moved to make a record 
$10.4 billion investment in our state’s K-12 education 
system while also addressing the increasing cost of higher 
education. Our children are our future and the State of 
Missouri is dedicated to giving them every tool possible in 
order to achieve success. In addition to fully funding the 
state’s K-12 formula, this budget allocates $214 million 
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towards the school transportation cost. This funding is 
going to ensure that our students are getting back and 
forth to school safely and efficiently. Lawmakers also 
recognize that the cost of higher education has been 
increasing and that is why the budget includes $18.5 
million dollars to fully fund the state’s A+ Scholarship 
Program, Access Missouri Scholarship Program, and the 
Bright Flight Scholarship Program. 

ELECTION INTEGRITY
HB 1878 “Election Integrity”: Rep. John Simmons 
(R-109). Was signed by the governor and sent to the 
Secretary of State on 6/29/22. After the events of the 
2020 election cycle, it became evident for the need 
to take an extensive look at our election laws. HB 
1878 addresses a wide range of election issues that will 
strengthen our voting process and ensure the integrity of 
future elections. Provisions in the bill include, but are not 
limited to, the prohibition of mail-in ballots (absentee 
voting not included) and “Drop Box” locations for 
voting; the requirement of photographic identification 
in order to cast a vote; and the move to exclusively paper 
ballots marked by the voter by 2024. Additionally, this 
bill authorizes the Secretary of State’s office to conduct 
quarterly audits of our voter registration list to ensure 
they have been maintained. 

HEALTHCARE/SERVICES
Finally, the budget also provides substantive increases 
to many of the programs that serve the state’s most 
vulnerable citizens. The General Assembly allocated nearly 
$674 million for rate increases for home and community-
based service providers, which allow Missourians who are 
most in need to stay in their homes, while also spending 
$15.1 million to expand our capacity to provide meals 
for our seniors. Moreover, the budget increases funding 
for the Veterans Health and Care Fund by more than 
$6 million to help further support the state’s veterans’ 
homes and provides more than $16 million in funding 
for a mental health hotline program. One of the more 
notable parts of the budget is the $5 million that will 
be utilized to introduce several advanced diagnostic 
and treatment autism clinics to Springfield and the 
surrounding southwest region of the state. With no clinics 
presently located outside St. Louis, Columbia, and Kansas 
City, much of our state is underserved for this vital care. 
The balanced budget ultimately passed by the legislature 
is both fiscally conservative and provides essential care 
and amenities for all Missouri residents. 

HEALTH/COVID
HB 2116 “Visitation Rights of Patients”: Rep. Rusty 
Black (R-7). Signed by the governor and sent to the 
Secretary of State on 6/30/22. One of the biggest tragedies 
witnessed during the COVID-19 pandemic was watching 

health care facilities restrict access between patients and 
their loved ones. Restrictions put in place in the name 
of COVID-19 often led to poor or no advocacy for the 
patient and, in too many situations, left patients dying 
alone instead of surrounded by friends and family. HB 
2116 establishes the “No Patient Left Alone Act,” which 
requires health care facilities to allow a compassionate care 
visitor during visiting hours and that those visiting hours 
be no less than six hours a day. The legislation will ensure 
our loved ones will not have to endure the stresses and 
complications of any illness alone.

HB 2358 “Vaccine Mandates”: Rep. David Evans 
(R-154). Passed out of the House on 2/22/22. This 
legislation addresses the many concerns Missouri citizens 
have regarding the impact COVID-19 has on their 
personal liberties and freedoms. The bill requires an 
employer to make reasonable accommodations from 
a COVID-19 vaccine mandate for an employee if the 
employee requests one based on certain sincerely held 
beliefs. At the same time the bill reaffirms the right to 
a religious exemption and clarifies that a request should 
be presumed to be based on sincerely held beliefs. HB 
2385 also has a provision that will protect potential 
organ transplant recipients from having their COVID-
19 vaccine status considered as a factor. Last Action: 
Passed the Senate committee on Commerce, Consumer 
Protection, Energy and the Environment on 3/30/22. 

SB 1203 “Public Health Orders and COVID-19 
School Policies”: Sen. Andrew Koenig (R-15). First, 
SB 1203 addresses local government’s ability to declare, 
and extend, public health orders, including the wearing 
of face coverings. Any order issued under a state of 
emergency shall automatically expire after 30 days, unless 
extended before the expiration date, and no order can be 
extended 60 days beyond the effective original order date. 
Additionally, no public or charter school can require a 
mask or face covering as a dress code/preventative measure 
for COVID-19. Finally, no student shall be required to 
be immunized against COVID-19, or undergo a COVID 
-19 testing policy, as a condition for school attendance or 
participation in extra-curricular activities. Last Action: 
Passed the Senate Education Committee on 4/6/22.

INFRASTRUCTURE
The finalized budget plan also makes a strong investment 
in the state’s transportation infrastructure. The spending 
plan allocates nearly $148 million in new funding from 
the State Road Fund, which is used for maintenance and 
construction for roads and bridges while also spending 
$100 million for rural roads around the state that have 
fallen into disrepair. Additionally, the plan provides 
important grants and loans for water infrastructure 
projects across the state and $250 million in federal 
funding for the broadband infrastructure program. These 
investments not only seek to make our daily lives 
better, but will also bring vital economic development 
throughout Missouri. 

PROPERTY RIGHTS
The General Assembly also placed an emphasis on 
protecting land owners from having their property 
unlawfully seized through the misuse of eminent domain. 
House members gave initial approval to HB 2005, which 
is a direct response to the Grain Belt Express project that 
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has the authority to use eminent domain to acquire land 
in Missouri. This legislation was brought forward due 
to an outpouring of pleas from Missouri residents who 
feel they have no recourse to secure their land from an 
out-of-state utility company. On the floor of the House 
Chamber, the bill sponsor, Rep. Mike Haffner (R-55), 
stated that the legislation “ensures utility projects in 
Missouri actually benefit the state of Missouri. It provides 
just compensation for land owners when their land is 
being taken from them and it’s being condemned. It also 
incentivizes negotiations outside the court process.” HB 
2005 successfully made it through the House and Senate 
and was signed by the governor on June 11, 2022.

REDISTRICTING 

HB 2909 “Creates provisions for redistricting federal 
congressional seats according to the 2020 census”: 
Rep. Dan Shaul (R-113). Signed by the governor and 
sent to the Secretary of State on 5/18/22. One of the 
most important constitutional obligations of the General 
Assembly is to draw the eight congressional districts for 
our state. While there was abundant discussion about 
the political aspects of the congressional map, and even 
at times a hesitation that this obligation might not be 
met, the members of the House Special Committee 
on Redistricting set out to create a map that was clear 
and continuous and also keep communities of interest 
together as closely as possible. This bill will maintain 
Missouri’s current split of six Republican and two 
Democratic leaning districts.  

SECOND AMENDMENT
HB 1462 “Firearms on Public Transit”: Rep. Adam 
Schnelting (R-104). Successfully passed out of the 
House on 3/9/22. The legislation was introduced to 

protect the 2nd Amendment rights of Missouri citizens. 
Under current law it is illegal to board a bus with a 
deadly or dangerous weapon. This legislation would 
allow concealed carry permit holders to lawfully carry a 
firearm on public transportation. Additionally, HB 1462 
removes the prohibition on carrying firearms within a 
church or place of worship for a person with a concealed 
carry permit. Finally, this legislation would lower the 
age requirement to obtain a concealed carry permit 
from 19 to 18 years of age or older. Last Action: Passed 
the Senate Governmental Accountability and Fiscal 
Oversight Committee on 5/9/22 and was left without 
debate on the Senate floor.

TRANSGENDER ISSUES
HB 2649 “Missouri Save Adolescents from 
Experimentation (SAFE) Act”: Rep. Suzzie Pollock 
(R-123) Passed House General Laws Committee on 
4/25/22. Under the SAFE Act, “a physician or other 
health care professional cannot provide gender transition 
procedures to any individual under 18 years of age or refer 

the individual to any health care professional for gender 
transition procedures.” Last Action: Referred to House 
Rules-Legislative Oversight Committee on 4/27/22. 

HB 2734 “Establishes guidelines for student 
participation in athletic contests organized by sex”: 
Rep. Chuck Basye (R-47). Passed House General Laws 
Committee on 4/11/22. This bill is designed to restrict 
students assigned as male at birth from participating 
in female, women, and girl’s post-season or playoff 
competitions. The intent of this bill is to protect the 
opportunities for young women to succeed in athletic 
competition and the integrity of female sports. Last 
Action: Referred to House Rules-Legislative Oversight 
Committee on 4/13/22. 

VACCINE MANDATES
The House of Representatives advanced multiple bills 
designed to protect the people of Missouri from overly 
burdensome vaccine mandates. HB 1686 was introduced 
to make it clear that government agencies and public 
schools cannot require a COVID-19 vaccine as a condition 
of employment and reaffirms a private sector employees’ 
rights to raise religious objections to vaccine mandates. 
Additionally, the House approved a similar bill, HB 
2358 which clarifies that religious exemptions include 
theistic as well as non-theistic beliefs and would require 
an employer to provide reasonable accommodations for a 
religious exemption request. Neither of these bills prevent 
anyone from receiving a COVID-19 vaccine. Individuals 
can still receive the vaccine if they chose to do so. Instead, 
these bills are designed to protect the rights of employees 
across our state while also still allowing private sector 
employers’ discretion to do what they believe is necessary 
to keep their employees and customers safe. Both bills 
remained on the Senate’s calendar upon adjournment. 

Gender Issues

If you have lived a half-century or more, you probably could not imagine 
speaking of topics such as this in any polite company, much less reading about 

gender in a newspaper. But that is where we are today. It seems that we hear 
about it everywhere, our kids are faced with gender decisions on a daily basis. 
They are taught in school as part of many curricula that they have choices about 
their gender. Doctors are “helping” children chose their gender. Counselors are 
“helping” children chose their gender and have even encouraged them to consider 
other genders. Their is no such thing any more as a girl who grew up liking sports 
or tractors, i.e., a “tomboy”; she is considered to be a boy who was just confused 
when they told her she was a girl.
Let’s consider the topic from a foundational 
frame of reference. In his article, “What the Bible 
Really Says about Gender,” Dr. Michael Brown, 
shares the following thoughts and wisdom:

What the Bible says about gender is what 
most of us always took for granted — namely, 
that there are only two genders, male and 
female, and those two genders are directly 
related to our biological sex. It’s as simple 
as that. In the beginning, God created the 
human race as male and female, starting with 
Adam and Eve. Ever since then, those are the 
only two categories that have existed, ... until 
the present day.

That’s why, throughout the Scriptures, reference is made to men and 
women, fathers and mothers, boys and girls, and grooms and brides. ... 
Male and female were the only available categories ...
In fact, in all the languages of the Bible — Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek — 
every word must have a gender, from people to animals to inanimate 
objects. In Hebrew and Aramaic, there are only two choices: male and 
female. In Greek, there are three choices: male, female, and neuter (the last 
category is often reserved for physical objects). But when it comes down to 
people or animals, there are only two possible choices: male or female. ...

So, in Hebrew, a male dog is kelev; a female 
dog is kalbah. A male child is yeled; a female 
child is yaldah. A king is melekh; a queen 
is malkah. If an adjective is used to modify 
the noun, then it must be male or female to 
agree with the noun. The same with a verb. 
A good boy is a yeled tov. A good girl is a 
yaldah tovah.
Everything in the grammatical structures 
and vocabularies of these biblical languages 
requires a male-female distinction. Even 
when it comes to words like “you” or “they,” 
there are masculine and feminine forms. 
Accordingly, gender and sex distinctions 
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are presupposed on every page of 
every book of the Bible. That’s just 
the way the languages and cultures 
operated.
That’s also why the only sexual 
unions approved in the Bible are 
those of a male and a female. As 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians in 
terms of whether or not to marry, 
“Because of the temptation to 
sexual immorality, each man 
should have his own wife and each 
woman her own husband.” There 
were no other options available. A 
man married a woman; a woman 
married a man. Even in the case of 
polygamous unions, the formula 
was the same: only males and 
females could marry.
As for eunuchs, mentioned a 

number of times in the Bible and referring to castrated men — except in 
Matthew 19, where Jesus also spoke of people born as eunuchs, meaning, 
born without sexual capacity — there is not a syllable about another gender 
or sex. ...
The idea that a person’s gender is whatever they perceive it to be is as foreign 
to the Bible as the idea that Elvis Presley is the Messiah. Being male or 
female is a matter of biology, not perception, without exception. 
You can read the Bible cover to cover multiple times in the original languages 
and you will not ever find reference to an additional gender or sex. ...
That’s why Deuteronomy carried this prohibition: “A woman shall not 
wear a man’s garment, nor shall a man put on a woman’s cloak, for whoever 
does these things is an abomination to the LORD your God.” Gender 
distinctions were not only real, but they were also important to maintain. 
Cross-dressing was considered abhorrent in God’s sight.
As for categories such as MTF (male to female) or FTM (female to male), 
they no more existed than did categories such as MTR (male to rock) or 
FTH (female to horse).
Today, however, holding to these biological and theological realities is a sign 
of being close-minded and even backward, as illustrated in a Washington 
Post article that disparagingly refers to the worldview of conservative 
Christians as “one with two genders, no abortion, a free-market economy, 
Bible-based education, church-based social programs and laws such as the 
ones curtailing LGBTQ rights now moving through statehouses around 
the country.”1

Let us use wisdom and care as we travel in this unwielding society of ours. It is 
God who created and named us. He designed us specifically and uniquely. He 
warns us against departing from His original plan: “Therefore God gave them 
over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of 
their bodies with one another. ... God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even 
their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. In the same 
way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed 
with lust for one another.” (Romans 1:25-26) We must not depart from His plan 
by calling sinful desires gender changes.
Author Lois Tverberg encourages us that male/female pronous were a part of 
God’s original plan. In Deuteronomy 1:31 we read that “the Lord your God 
carried you, as a father carries his son ...” and in Isaiah 66:13, “As a man is 
comforted by his mother, so I will comfort you.” (Hebrew translation)
Contrasting the story of the creation in Genesis 2 with other ancient civilizations, 
Tverberg explains, “In the original Hebrew text, all references to the first human 

1 Dr. Michael Brown (www.askdrbrown.org) is the host of the nationally syndicated Line of Fire radio 
program. He holds a Ph.D. in Near Eastern Languages and Literatures from New York University and 
has served as a professor at a number of seminaries and is the author of 40 books. Connect with him 
on Facebook, Twitter, or YouTube. The views expressed in this piece are those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent those of The Daily Wire.

2 Tverberg, Lois, “God’s Preferred Pronouns,” Our Rabbi Jesus-Insights from Lois Tverberg, August 30, 2022, 
https://ourrabbijesus.com/, accessed September 9, 2022.

are neutral until God takes some of the human’s flesh and makes a woman — 
ishah, in Hebrew. Only at that point is Adam called ish, a man. The Hebrew word 
ishah hints at her origins from within the ish, something that we can mimic in 
English, with the words ‘man’ and ‘woman’. Interestingly, Adam is never called 
an ish until the ishah has been separated from him. As the Bible sees it, men and 
women aren’t fully the image of God without each other. ... What God does is 
take out of Adam one of his ‘sides’, as if God split Adam in half and formed one 
half into Eve. Adam then calls her ‘flesh of my flesh, and bone of my bone’ – not 
just ‘one of my bones.’ The image is that one human was separated into man and 
woman so that they could have companionship with each other. The differences 
between men and women come from how they were formed by being taken apart 
from each other, so that one supplies what the other one lacks.”2

“Gender” issues, simply serve as a method to confuse our children, our young 
people, our entire society. It is simple hard to keep up with the assignments of 
types, which include but are not limited to male, female, transgender, gender 
neutral, non-binary, agender, pangender, genderqueer, two-spirit, third gender, 
and all, none or a combination of these. Some say that there are seven different 
genders include agender, cisgender, genderfluid, genderqueer, intersex, gender 
nonconforming, and transgender. Many people refuse to be classified as male 
or female, either because they do not identify themselves as male or female or 
because they are transitioning to the opposite gender. Confusion reigns.
Tverberg closes her article with:

“We all know that Paul is strong on traditional gender roles and condemns 
homosexual behavior (1 Cor. 6:9). Yet Paul simply has no problem describing 
himself with feminine characteristics. He does not see this as insulting in 
any way! We can learn from Paul’s example and embrace the biological sex 
that God gave us while appreciating the admirable characteristics of the 
opposite gender.”

Man is Man and Woman is Woman!

AvAilAble in your locAl librAry.
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SHORT LINES

Gender Reassignment
Dr. LeRoy Essig, M.D., comments on the trend of “Gender 

Reassignment” in the medical field: 

“As a doctor and dad, I am ashamed by how horribly my field 
mistreats kids with ‘gender-affirming’ therapies. ‘Gender-affirming’ 
therapies are rejected elsewhere, But, US medical field insists on harming 
our children.

“ ... Physician involvement in this kind of therapy for children 
is horribly irresponsible and worthy of contempt. The standard in 
medicine is that the onus is on those proposing any treatment to reliably 
demonstrate that treatment is safe and effective. In the case of children 
with gender dysphoria, the medical evidence for hormone therapy and 
surgery is weak and conflicting, with poor quality studies that are riddled 
with shortcomings and bias. Moreover, data supporting the safety of 
long-term hormone treatment in these children is largely nonexistent. 

“Infertility is common after hormone therapy, and bone and 
cardiovascular health are at risk as well. Crucially, there is also data to 
show that those who undergo surgical therapy are vastly more likely to 
suffer lifelong mental unrest and even commit suicide, and that those 
consequences may not surface until a decade or more after surgery. 
In recent years, an increasing number of accounts of children who 
‘transitioned’, then subsequently ‘detransitioned’ in adulthood, have 
illustrated the difficulty of reversing the effects that hormones and 
surgery have on young bodies and minds. 

“Sadly, in a pattern that has become all too common in the 
COVID-19 era, U.S. physician advocates for these kinds of treatments 
have vastly overstated the results of their studies, downplayed any 
potential side effects, declared the issue ‘settled science’, and then used 
that declaration as a cudgel to attack anyone who disagrees. In contrast, 
many of our European counterparts, including the United Kingdom, 
France, Sweden, and Finland, have recently hit the brakes on such 
therapy for children, recognizing that the data is poor and the long-term 
side effects are unclear. 

“What’s more, the ability of children to assent to any medical 
treatment is limited by the state of their brain development. It’s long 
been known that the prefrontal cortex, the area of the brain that is 
responsible for planning and making impulse-free decisions, is not fully 
developed until about age 25. ...

“There is even an increasing chorus of voices within the transgender 
community itself who, unlike my ostensibly judicious colleagues, 
recognize these issues with childhood decision-making, and have spoken 
against such therapies for children. 

“More fundamentally, the very notion of chemically and surgically 
altering a child because they feel like they are the opposite sex runs 
counter to some basic truths that humanity has traditionally taught its 
children. Namely, that their feelings sometimes don’t reflect objective 
reality, that there are some absolute constants in the world (one of 
them being their biologic sex), and that their physical existence is not a 
mistake. The idea that their body is somehow ‘wrong’ is a message that 
should never be given to a child. 

“Like all who seek out medical care, children with gender dysphoria 
and their families deserve compassion and honesty from their physicians. 
What many are getting instead are misleading, ideologically driven 
recommendations, resulting in physical and psychological mutilation 
that is difficult or impossible to reverse. That’s true poison to our 
profession, and it needs to stop.”

Courtesy of Dr. LeRoy Essig, FoxNews.com, August 29, 2022.

Socialists Don’t Sleep
Christians Must Rise or America Will Fall

by Cheryl K. Chumley
The Washington Times

Socialism is not the same as big government, but the left has taken the 
word “socialism” and reshaped, redefined and reworked it to suit its 
needs, so that it’s nearly impossible to reach consensus on what’s socialist, 
what’s not — what’s democratic socialism versus social democracy versus 
social justice versus progressivism versus communism versus all the rest. 
This confusion is not without its benefits for the left. After all, what 
better way for a socialist to disguise socialist intent than by pretending 
not to be a socialist?
By loosest definition, socialism means force — a forced government 
taking, a forced government redistribution, a forced government takeover 
of the means of production. That’s different from big government — 
from a government that grows big on the entitlement-minded wings 
of entitlement-minded politicians and people. But big government and 
socialism are linked. Big government can oh-so-easily tip into socialism. 
And America’s actually been tip, tip, tipping that way for some time now.
Today’s socialists are yesterday’s progressives are last week’s Democrats 
are last month’s democratic socialists are last year’s communists — are 
last decade’s socialists. It’s a constant morphing, a constant redefining, a 
constant convoluting, and conflating of policies, platforms and politics, 
designed to constantly change so as to avoid detection. But let’s not get 
caught in the weeds. Here’s the real enemy: collectivism.
Let’s not get hung up on the ever-changing definitions, and in so doing, 
play right into the left’s hands. Instead, let’s keep it simple. There’s 
freedom — and there’s not. There’s sovereignty — and there’s globalism. 
There’s the Constitution — and there’s unconstitutional. There’s the 
notion of God-given rights — and there’s a government that treads on 
those rights.
Socialism may be the latest attention grabber for today’s youth. Socialism 
may be perceived as today’s biggest threat in America, and to America’s 
system of capitalism and free market and freedom. But really, it’s the seeds 
of socialism we need to beware. It’s the change of mindset that comes 
from a nation of people who are taught in public schools that America 
is not exceptional; who are told by politicians that hard work means 
nothing and that if you live, if you breathe, you are owed; who are trained 
to believe that absolutes are the chains that enslave and that boys can be 
girls, and girls, boys, simply by trading clothing; who are brainwashed 
into scorning once-admired traits like self-rule, self-governance, and self-
sufficiency; and who are raised without God, or with a god that can 
be whatever is wished at the time — so that courteous culture crashes, 
polite society falters, and voila, government whisks into the picture to 
instill control. ...
When it comes to socialism in America, it’s not socialism, it’s collectivism 
that must be fought. It’s collectivism that must be stomped and killed 
and eradicated from U.S. soil. It’s anything that’s not freedom. To do 
that, we must recognize the seeds of socialism when they’re planted, 
where they’re planted, how they’re planted — so we can rip them from 
the soil before they sprout. It’s the seeds of socialism we want to pluck.
And we need to do it quickly, with bold determination and fearless focus. 
Why? Because socialists don’t sleep. Socialists don’t quit. Socialists don’t 
abandon the battlefield.

From: “Socialists Don’t Sleep: Christians Must Rise or 
America will Fall,” by Cheryl K. Chumley, online opinion 
editor of The Washington Times and as posted at https:/

www.washingtontimes.com, October 6, 2020
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ELECTION ELECTION 20220222
Democratic

Trudy Busch Valentine
Republican
Eric Schmitt

UNITED STATES SENATE~~~ ~~~ 

Busch-Valentine is heiress of the Anheuser-Busch beer company 
and was employed as a registered nurse. Busch-Valentine received 
her nursing degree from Saint Louis University and her M.A. 
in pastoral studies from the Aquinas Institute of Theology. Her 
professional experience includes working as a nurse at the Salvation 
Army Residence for Children. Busch-Valentine wanted to fight 
the opioid epidemic and improve access to quality healthcare, and 

advocate for women’s rights. She also criticized the state of politics in 
Missouri and called it divisive. “Our communities are strong, but our 

politics are broken. Too often neighbors and families just stop talking to 
each other, and the politicians in Washington continue to divide us even further,” she 
said. Based on July quarterly reports filed with the Federal Election Commission (FEC), 
Busch Valentine cumulatively raised $3.4 million and spent $2.7 million. Will vote to 
codify Roe v. Wade into federal law and will support efforts to end the filibuster to 
pass legislation to federally protect the right to an abortion. Believes that transgender 
children should be able to access gender-affirming care in line with the recommendations 
of medical experts like the American Academy of Pediatrics. Will be proud to co-sponsor 
the Equality Act to protect LGBTQ individuals from discrimination. Knows climate 
change is an undeniable scientific fact and that addressing this crisis must be a top 
priority in Washington, DC. Respects the Second Amendment, believeing that law-
abiding Americans have the right to own guns for hunting, sport, and self-defense, but at 
the same time, military-style weapons don’t belong on our streets or in our communities. 
Strong advocate for victims of domestic violence and will fight to end the scourge of 
domestic violence in America. Will work to ensure families have access to birth control, 
abortion, family planning, and maternal healthcare without stigma or shame.

WEBSITE: https://www.trudybuschvalentine.com/

Schmitt has been Missouri Attorney General since 2019. Previously 
served as Missouri State Treasurer (2017-2019) and a member 
of the Missouri Senate (2008-2016). Campaign has focused on 
community safety measures and tackling opioid issues. Has pledged 
to support Congressional Term Limits (Three terms for House 
Members and two terms for Senate Members). Schmitt has run on 
his record as attorney general and the lawsuits he filed against the 
federal government. Schmitt said, “[I have] taken a blow torch to 
Biden’s unconstitutional and unlawful policies to protect the ‘America 
First Agenda’.” Also said he was a “proven Conservative [who will] take the 
fight to the Senate and save our values, our culture, and our country.” Based on July 
quarterly reports filed with the FEC, Schmitt cumulatively raised $3.6 million and spent 
$2.6 million. After they withheld information, arrested whistleblowers, and lied about 
the spread of the coronavirus, subsequently unleashing the virus on Americans, he was 
the first Attorney General to file a historic lawsuit against the Chinese government and 
the Chinese Communist Party. Would restrict risky dual-use research, including Gain 
of Function research, that could lead to another pandemic; directing an agency separate 
from the NIH to coordinate biorisk regulations. After Biden canceled the Keystone XL 
Pipeline and thousands of jobs with it, Schmitt fought back with a lawsuit, demanding 
it be reinstated. Then, he sued again when the constitution was circumvented in order 
to set a social cost on greenhouse gases. Launched the Safer Streets Initiative; defended 
the religious liberties of a Missouri high school football coach when his constitutional 
right was assaulted by an extreme group. Will vote for federal judicial nominees who 
understand that the role of a judge is to look to the U.S. Constitution and interpret the 
law, not create laws or legislate from the bench.

WEBSITE:https://schmittforsenate.com/

The outcome of this Senate race will affect the partisan balance of the 
U.S. Senate. Thirty-five of 100 seats are up for election, including one 
special election. Democrats have an effective majority, with the chamber 
split 50-50 and Vice President Kamala Harris (D) having the tie-breaking 
vote. Fourteen seats held by Democrats and 21 seats held by Republicans 
are up for election in 2022.

Should the outcome of this election be that Eric Schmitt wins the Senate 
seat, Governor Mike Parson will appoint a new attorney general for 
Missouri. In addition, Governor Parson will appoint a new state treasurer 
if Scott Fitzpatrick (See page 8) wins the seat for state auditor.

Was a 2012 Libertarian candidate who sought election to the U.S. Senate 
from Missouri. Dine sported a Sharpie-drawn “Legalize Marijuana” 

faux tattoo at an event in 2010, and has two felony convictions 
for marijuana possession and identity theft. Ineligible to hold state 
office in Missouri, he could still run for U.S. Senate. In 2010, he 
said, “I promise to keep Republicans out of your bedroom and 
the Democrats out of your wallet.” He lost in the general election. 

Dine’s career experience includes working as a personal fitness trainer 
with Results Training & Nutrition. From votesmart.org, his survey 

responses are: “Each individual has the choice to control his or her own body, 
action, speech, and property. Supporting my candidacy means supporting a genuinely, 
drastically lower tax level and smaller government across the board. As your senator I will 
work hard to repeal all laws creating ‘crimes’ without victims, such as the use of drugs for 
medicinal or recreational purposes. I oppose all laws at any level of government requiring 
registration of, or restricting, the ownership, manufacture, or transfer or sale of firearms 
or ammunition. I am against any type of government run HealthCare. If we make it as 
easy as possible to get a work visa, people wouldn’t line up at the wall.”

WEBSITE: https://www.facebook.com/jonathan.dine

Libertarian
Jonathan Dine

Born in Columbus, Ohio. Venable graduated from East High School 
in Columbus, Ohio, in 1972. His career experience includes working 
as an information technology consultant, an at-home advisor 
supervisor with Teleperformance, and a consultant with Hewlett-
Packard. Venable has served as the chairman of the Constitution 
Party of Missouri. 

WEBSITE: https://www.facebook.com/pt.venable

Constitution
Paul Venable
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District 1
Republican 

ANDREW JONES
Born in Cairo, Illinois, and raised 
in East St. Louis. A proud St. Louis 
resident for over 30 years, he served 
his community and helped lead local 
communities. Having spent time around 
the local firms that grew St. Louis, Jones 
became fascinated with the business world at a young age. 
Holds a Bachelor of Science in Economics and a minor 
in Business Administration from Lincoln University in 
Jefferson City, Missouri. Also holds two advanced degrees 
from St. Louis Universities, with an MA in International 
Business from Webster University and an MBA from 
Washington University’s Olin School of Business. Rose 
through the ranks at power and energy company Ameren, 
and then moved to his current position as the Executive 
Vice President of Business Development and Marketing 
at Southwest Electric.

Supports the rights of parents to partner with school 
boards in deciding what educational materials are placed 
in school libraries and what is taught in our classes. 
Eliminating explicit sexual content on our library shelves 
and making sure that discriminatory philosophies like 
Critical Race Theory (that separates us by race) are not 
being taught in our schools. 

Supports sound fiscal policy that directs federal government 
to balance our financial books with appropriate spending 
levels, cuts in non-essential programs and lower federal 
taxes to spur economic growth. Opposes the Biden-Pelosi 
budget and emergency spending that has produced the 
largest growth in inflation since the 1970s. The sharp 
increase in gasoline prices, heating and electricity and 
skyrocketing cost at the grocery stores are the direct result 
of runaway government spending. Will oppose those 
policies and will bring sanity back to our budget process.

Pro-life. Believes that every life is important and will 
support legislation in Congress that will encourage life 
and adoption while supporting vulnerable women and 
families. Supports our men and women in law enforcement 
and opposes the “defund the police movement.” Will vote 
for an increase in funding to our departments and the 
salaries of our crime fighters.

Supports the nation of Israel and its right to defend 
itself against aggressive neighbors in the Middle East and 
Persian Gulf such as Iran. It is imperative that the United 
States continue its unique and historic relationship with 
Israel through our military, diplomatic and economic 
alliances. Condemns the rise of anti-Semitism that we 
are witnessing in this nation and at university campuses 
through the destructive BDS movement. As a Black man 
that has faced discrimination, we must stamp this hatred 
out and bring people of goodwill together.

WEBSITE: https://www.andrewjonesforcongress.com/.

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES~~~ ~~~ 

Democratic

CORI BUSH 
(Incumbent) Born and raised in St. 
Louis, MO. Single mom with two 
children and “Ferguson-made” activist 
(from her 2020 website); Black Lives 
Matter activist. Attended Harris-Stowe 
State University (1995-1996) and Lutheran School of 
Nursing (2005-2008). Professional experience includes 
working as an ordained pastor, a registered nurse at 
Hopewell Health Center (2013-present), in childcare, 
and as the co-director of The Truth Telling Project. 
Formerly worked at SSM Health St. Louis University 
Hospital (2008-2011). Radio host, “Grounded” on 
BlogTalkRadio. Spoken internationally on nonviolent 
conflict as a Nonviolence 365 Ambassador with the 
King Center. An organizer of the St. Louis protest group 
known as Expect US.

Bush was a 2018 Democratic candidate for Missouri’s 1st 
Congressional District and 2016 Democratic candidate 
for U.S. Senator from Missouri.
Supports abortion and considers it to be health care. 
Considers the recent Supreme Court decision about 
Roe v. Wade, to be class warfare and white supremacy 
at work. Website contains an “abortion provider search” 
link to find an out-of-state providers and other links to 
abortion resources. Recently arrested during a Roe v. 
Wade protest in Washington, D.C. Website also includes 
“A comprehensive roadmap to protecting reproductive 
freedom.” Wants to repeal the Hyde Amendment. 
Believes in Medicare for all.

Will fight for equitable access to sexual health education 
that is inclusive of LGBTQ+ youth in public schools. 
Will co-sponsor the Real Education for Healthy Youth 
Act. End War on Drugs with the Drug Policy Reform 
Act, address the opioid crisis, and supported the 
Marijuana Opportunity Reinvestment and Expungement 
(MORE) Act which would decriminalize marijuana, 
expunge records, and prioritize equitable investments in 
communities harmed by the war on drugs. 

Ratings/Endorsements: 350 Action; Blue America; Brand 
New Congress; Democratic Socialists of America; Friends 
of the Earth Action; Madam for America PAC; National 
Women’s Political Caucus; Our Revolution Missouri; 
St. Louis Young Democrats; Sunrise Movement STL; 
Township Democrats (24th Ward, Hadley, Clayton). 
WEBSITE: https://coribush.org/

Libertarian

GEORGE ZSIDISIN 
Born in Bayonne, New Jersey. 
Served in the U.S. Army from 1986 
to 1993. Earned a bachelor’s degree 
from New Jersey City University in 
1990, a graduate degree from Northern 
Arizona University in 1995, and a Ph.D. from Arizona 
State University in 2001. Career experience includes 

working as a professor, small business owner, and in the 
supply chain industry. Zsidisin has been affiliated with 
the Council of Supply Chain Management Professionals, 
Transportation Club of St. Louis, Executive Cabinet for 
the Missouri Center for Transportation Innovation, and 
Institute for Supply Management. Professor and Director 
of the Supply Chain Risk and Resilience Research 
(SCR3) Institute at University of Missouri-Saint Louis.

WEBSITE: No campaign site available.

District 2

Republican

ANN WAGNER
(Incumbent) Married with 
three children; member of St. 
Clare of Assisi Church, Ellisville; 
BSBA, University of Missouri at 
Columbia (1984); served on several 
legislative committees in the U.S. House 
including Capital Markets, Securities, and Investment 
Subcommittee, Financial Services, Foreign Affairs, Task 
Force to Investigate Terrorism Financing, and other 
subcommittees; former U.S. Ambassador to Luxembourg 
(2005-2010).

Official website lists eight main topics of interest: 
national security (strong military), jobs and the economy 
(eliminate bureaucracy and red tape), illegal immigration 
(vetting and strong borders), reigning in government 
spending, fighting sex trafficking, supporting conservative 
values, protecting survivors of assault, and financial 
services (availability of saving and investment tools for 
all Americans). Supports a robust and effective military 
that is empowered to protect the American people from 
radical Islamic terrorists in the Middle East. Consistently 
supported funding for locally manufactured fighter jets, 
the Growler and Super Hornet, so that our military men 
and women have sufficient tools to keep us safe. 

Consistently worked to lower government spending, 
reduce our national debt and increase investment 
opportunities for all Americans. Believes that it is both 
immoral and reckless to leave the next generation with 
insurmountable debt and a stagnant economy. Believes 
we must enforce our existing laws, secure our borders 
and ensure the American people that their families are 
safe from dangerous criminals. Has led fight against sex 
trafficking in the U.S. In 2015, Congress passed and the 
president signed a bill (the SAVE Act), which places the 
strongest possible penalties on the advertising of trafficked 
children under the age of fourteen. 

Will continue to fight for conservative family values. 
Believes that all life is sacred and begins at conception. 
Has consistently led the way on pro-life issues and sought 
to give voice to the voiceless and protect the rights of all 
Missourians.

Has stood for the most vulnerable members of society: 
our children, victims of sexual assault, the unborn 
and those who lack the means to defend themselves. 
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Strongly supports and has consistently defended our 
Second Amendment rights and believes that defending 
the Constitution is a crucial responsibility for all elected 
officials.

Ratings/Endorsements: 21Wilberforce (80%); AFL-
CIO (33%); American Civil Liberties Union (21%); 
American Conservative Union (81%); American Family 
Association (100%); Americans for Prosperity (87%); 
American Security Council Foundation (100%); 
Campaign for Working Families (100%); Center for 
Security Policy (100%); Competitive Enterprise Institute 
(100%); Concerned Women for America (100%); 
Eagle Forum (83%); Family Research Council (100%); 
Federation for American Immigration Reform (100%); 
Heritage Action for America (100%); Missouri Farm 
Bureau; Missouri Right to Life; NARAL Pro-Choice 
America (0%); National Education Association (0%); 
National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws 
(8%); National Rifle Association (93%); National Right 
to Life Committee (100%); Planned Parenthood Action 
Fund (0%); Susan B. Anthony List (100%); United States 
Chamber of Commerce (92%). 

WEBSITE: https://annwagner.com and https://wagner.
house.gov. 

Democratic

TRISH GUNBY
Member of the Missouri House 
of Representatives, representing 
District 99 (2020). Current term 
ends on January 2023. According to 
the answers to Ballotpedia’s Candidate 
Connection (2021): Served with advocacy 
groups within church and community, working tirelessly 
on issues spanning LGBTQIA+ inclusion, racial justice, 
voting rights and more. Wants to restore present and 
accountable leadership to MO-02. Believes it’s time 
we treat healthcare like a human right. Holds that 
we must strengthen our democracy by rooting out 
dark money, extremists and voter suppression efforts 
from American politics. Wants to “roll out a universal, 
proactive healthcare system that covers every American 
citizen, regardless of preexisting conditions.” The primary 
responsibility for any public servant is simple: You’ve 
got to show up. Believes “we’ve entered a fearsome 
period of targeted misinformation, radicalization and 
international interference in our political discourse. False 
‘patriots’ will continue to deny voters access to the ballot 
box, spread mistruths and cry wolf about the integrity 
of our elections. The rest of us must fight back. Part of 
campaign creed is that “I will compromise where I can 
and fight vigorously where I can’t. When it comes to 
issues like abortion, strengthening social security and 
providing universal healthcare, I refuse to make trade-offs 
that harm the folks that need these procedures/programs 
most.” “After a decade of Ann Wagner’s absent and 
uninspired leadership, it’s a new day in MO-02.”

Endorsements: Pro-Choice Missouri PAC; Indivisible 
U.S.; United Auto Workers; Sierra Club; International 
Association of Sheet Metal, Air, Rail, and Transportation 
Workers; Moms Demand Action Gun Sense Candidate; 
St. Louis Young Democrats; National Women’s Political 

Caucus; #VoteProChoice; Washington University 
College Democrats.

WEBSITE: https://www.trishgunby.com/. 

Libertarian

BILL SLANTZ 

“Believes in a limited government. 
Individuals should be free to make 
choices for themselves and accept 
responsibility for the choices they 
make. The Libertarian way approaches 
politics based on the principle of self-
ownership—no group, government nor individual should 
be allowed to dictate or direct the life of any other 
group, government or individual.” Will immediately 
propose legislation to dissolve Departments of Health 
and Human Services; Labor; and Homeland Security and 
their agencies:

WEBSITE: https:// https://billslantz.com/; GETTER – 
@BillSlantz

District 3

Republican

BLAINE 
LUETKEMEYER
(Incumbent) Native of St. 
Elizabeth, MO, in Miller County, 
and a lifelong resident of the district 
with 30 years of experience  as a  small 
businessman. Luetkemeyer also has a strong background 
in agriculture including operating a 160-acre family 
farm and raising hogs and cattle to put himself through 
college. Strongly pro-life, supports Second Amendment 
rights, and believes in fiscal responsibility. First elected 
to the U.S. House of Representatives in 2008, re-elected 
in 2010 through 2018. Missouri Farm Bureau, Missouri 
Right to Life, the National Federation of Independent 
Business, and the National Rifle Association are just a few 
of the organizations that have endorsed Luetkemeyer for 
re-election in the past.

Serves on the powerful House Financial Services 
Committee in Congress and is a member of the Small 
Business Committee. The Congressman serves as the 
Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Financial 
Institutions and Consumer Credit. Recognized for his 
efforts in Congress on behalf of job creation and 
economic growth with the Spirit of Enterprise Award 
from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the Guardian 
of Small Business Award from the National Federation 
of Independent Business, the Manufacturing Legislative 
Excellence Award from the National Association of 
Manufacturers, and the American Financial Leadership 
Award from the Financial Services Roundtable. Also 
recognized for his commitment to agriculture and rural 
America with the Friend of Farm Bureau Award, the 
Agricultural Retailers Association Legislator of the Year 
Award, the Missouri Agribusiness Association Advocate 
for Agribusiness Award, and the Electric Cooperatives 

Leadership Award from the Association of Missouri 
Electric Cooperatives. Earned the Taxpayer Hero Award 
from the Council for Citizens Against Government 
Waste, Tax Fighter Award from the National Tax 
Limitation Committee, and the Defender of Economic 
Freedom Award from the Club for Growth.

As a Missouri State Representative, served as Chairman 
of the Financial Services Committee and was elected by 
his colleagues to serve as the House Republican Caucus 
Chairman. Luetkemeyer was appointed by Gov. Matt 
Blunt to serve as the Director of the Missouri Division 
of Tourism, where he used his business experience to 
market the state of Missouri. Member of the Knights 
of Columbus, Eldon Chamber of Commerce, Missouri 
Farm Bureau, National Rifle Association, and a lifelong 
member of St. Lawrence Catholic Church. Graduate 
of Lincoln University in Jefferson City, MO, where he 
earned a degree with distinction in political science and 
a minor in business administration. Luetkemeyer and his 
wife have three children, and six grandchildren.

Ratings/Endorsements: 21Wilberforce (40%); 
ACLU(17%); ACT! For America (100%); American 
Family Association (100%); AFL-CIO (12%); American 
Farm Bureau Federation (100%); Associated General 
Contractors of America (100%); Campaign for Working 
Families (100%); Christian Coalition of America 
(100%); Competitive Enterprise Institute (93%); 
Concerned Women for America (100%); Eagle Forum; 
FRC Action (100%); Missouri Farm Bureau Federation 
(100%); Missouri Right to Life; National Education 
Association (0%); National Organization for the Reform 
of Marijuana Laws (33%); National Rifle Association 
(92%); National Right to Life (100%); NARAL Pro-
Choice (0%); National Right to Life Committee (100%); 
Planned Parenthood Action Fund (0%); Sierra Club 
(0%); Susan B. Anthony List (100%); United States 
Chamber of Commerce (92%). 

WEBSITE: https://www.blaineforcongress.com/

Democratic

BETHANY MANN
Grew up in Foristell, MO. Earned 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Chemistry from the University of 
Illinois in Springfield, IL. Worked as an 
intern at the Environmental Protection 
Agency. Currently, a technology specialist 
who provides instruments, research and development, 
and education for agriculture, food and beverage, energy, 
oil and gas, nuclear, and pharma labs for research 
or regulatory compliance. Passionate about education, 
science, and bringing people together. Thinks that 
abortion care is healthcare and access to healthcare saves 
lives. Believes in equal and fair bargaining rights for 
farmers, advancing developments in our infrastructure 
from broadband technology to roads and bridges, and 
ensuring that our students receive equal access to high-
quality education and fully-funded schools. Married with 
children.

WEBSITE: https://bethanymannforcongress.com/
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District 4

Republican

MARK ALFORD
Experienced Realtor Team Lead 
with a demonstrated history of 
working in the real estate industry. 
Skilled in News Writing, Advertising, 
Avid Technology Products, Editing, 
and Radio. Strong real estate professional, 
graduated from The University of Texas at Austin. 
Married and father of three. From website: “My voice 
has informed, influenced, and inspired millions of people 
during my tenure as a television news anchor. My voice 
has been on live TV for more than 23,000 hours. My 
voice has helped raise millions of dollars for charities 
both locally and nationally. My voice has served boards, 
foundations, churches, civic organizations, families, and 
strangers. My voice has been just that, ‘my’ voice. Now 
I want to be YOUR voice, representing your values 
and your beliefs, I want to represent YOU as the next 
Congressman for the 4th District of Missouri.”

WEBSITE: https://www.alfordforcongress.com/

Democratic 

JACK TRUMAN
Born in Pekin, Illinois. Bachelor’s 
degree from Missouri Southern State 
University in 1994, and a graduate 

degree from Minnesota State 
University in 2022. College professor, 

Army veteran and 35-year veteran in the 
entertainment industry. Candidate for U.S. House of 
Representatives, in 2022, 2016, 2006, and 2004. Truman 
said, “[I’m] running to give people a choice to vote for a 
political outsider, someone who has nothing to do with 
politics. A vote for Jack Truman is a protest vote against 
the current political system. Liberal conservative; a true 
Democrat from the days of old. This Democratic party 
today is not the party of Kennedy, FDR and Truman. 
It’s time to get back to tradition, to the way things use 
to be!” Award-winning filmmaker, stage director, actor, 
writer and public speaker; 25 year veteran of stage and 
film; former colllege professor at Texas A&M University; 
National College Debate and Public Speaking Champion, 
1988; over 100 communication and public speaking 
awards; Democratic candidate for U.S. Congress, 2006 
Priorities include protecting children’s health, safety 
and education; a woman’s right to choose; and the right 
to bear arms. Believes in term limits. Supports changes 
in America’s health and diet; ending global warming; 
fighting childhood obesity; equality and equal rights for 
all; Homeland Security and the Second Amendment; 
Making Our Country Great Again.

WEBSITE: https://www.facebook.com/
trumanforcongress; https://twitter.com/thatjacktruman

Libertarian

RANDY LANGKRAEHR
(Libertarian) Born in Kansas City, 
MO. Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Central Missouri State University. 
Licensed Real Estate Broker in 
1986. Medication Technician, 
certified by the Missouri Division of 
Aging. Opened tax and bookkeeping 
offices in Warrensburg and Concordia, 
which he has operated since 1984. Started 
Davken Company, a marketing company the following 
year. Maintains his membership at Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church in Emma, although often attends Faith Lutheran 
Church in Knob Noster. 

WEBSITE: https://www.facebook.com/randylangkraehr

District 5

Republican

JACOB TURK
Has lived in Lee Summit, MO, since 
1977. Veteran of the U.S. Marine 
Corps 1974-1977. Attended college 

on the G.I. Bill and earned a bachelor’s 
degree in mechanical engineering 

from the University of Missouri in Kansas City 
(1982) while working two jobs. Started and ran a custom 
software business. Worked for the National Associations 
of Insurance Commissioners as a programmer and analyst 
and as a field rep for NFIB. Prior Republican Party 
Nominee for U.S. House of Representatives (2006-2018 
and current); president, owner of Jacob Turk Enterprises 
(2013-present); member, Fellowship Greenwood Church. 
Issues listed on website include Economy: inflation and 
cost of living; Crime-support for law enforcement and 
criminal prosecution, Small Business: help and support; 
National Security and Sovereignty: strong border security 
and fighting corruption; Military and Veteran support. 

Ratings and Endorsements: Missouri Right to Life 
(2018); Gun Owners of America 90% (2014); NRA 86% 
(2012).

WEBSITE: JacobTurkforCongress.com

Democratic

EMMANUEL
CLEAVER II
(Incumbent) Born in Waxahachie, 
TX. Married with four children; BS, 
Sociology, Prairie View Agricultural 
and Mechanical University (1972); 
MDV, Divinity, Saint Paul School of 
Theology (1974); member, Kansas City, City Council 
(1979-1991); former mayor, Kansas City, MO; U.S. 
House of Representatives (2004-present); member, 
Financial Services Legislative Committee; Homeland 
Security; Subcommittee on Housing, Community 
Development and Insurance; Subcommittee on 

Transportation and Maritime Secuity. Senior pastor, St. 
James United Methodist Church (1969-2005); founder, 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (Kansas City).

Ratings and Endorsments: 21Wilberforce (40%); 
ACT! For America (8%); American Farm Bureau (0%); 
Americans for Democratic Action (85%); Campaign 
for Working Families (0%); Concerned Women for 
America (0%); Heritage Action for America (0%); 
NARAL Pro-Choice (100%); NAACP (94%); National 
Education Association (100%); National Association of 
Police Organizations (100%); National Organization for 
the Reform of Marijuana Laws (67%); National Rifle 
Association (13%); National Right to Life Committee 
(0%); Planned Parenthood Action Fund (100%); Sierra 
Club (100%); Susan B. Anthony List (0%). 

WEBSITE: http://cleaverforcongress.com; https://
cleaver.house.gov or https://www.facebook.com/
CleaverForCongress/.

Libertarian

ROBIN DOMINICK
Statements from website include: 
While some ideas and words may 
be offensive, once you allow the 
government to suppress speech you find 
to be hateful, when  the other party  is  in 
power, they can decide that your words are now hate 
speech. The 2nd amendment was meant to keep us safe 
from those who would oppress us. There are checkpoints 
and roadblocks set up in border zones, locally during 
holiday weekends, and whenever the police want to. 
These are done with no probable cause, no warrants, 
and you’d better not try to challenge them. Citizens 
should not have to fight the government to keep their 
personal and private property without justification and 
due process. The Constitution can’t possibly list all of 
our rights. We have natural, inherent, God given rights 
that are universal. While conservatives claim to be fiscally 
responsible, they still spend … when in control of the 
federal purse. Ideally, we should bring all troops home 
and use diplomacy and allow other continents to protect 
themselves. Many things can be harmful, but is it the 
federal government’s right to tell us what we can do to 
our own bodies? Legalize prostitution.

WEBSITE: https://www.robindominick.com

SHORT LINES
“I was poor, black, and female. Racism didn’t keep me 
from achieving my dreams.”

– Carol Swain, retired professor of political 
science and law at Vanderbilt University.
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District 6

Republican

SAM GRAVES
(Incumbent) Born in Tarkio, MO. 
Married with three children; member, 
First Baptist Church. BS, Agronomy, 
School of Agriculture, University of MO 
Columbia (1986); Representative, MO 
House of Representatives (1992-1994); Senator, Missouri 
State Senate (1994-2000); U.S. House of Representatives 
(2000-present); member, legislative committees on armed 
services and other subcommittees.

Graves is a lifelong resident of Missouri’s Sixth 
Congressional District and a sixth-generation family 
farmer and an airline transport pilot, Graves Aviation. 
Member of the House Committee on Armed Services, 
which plays a critical role in ensuring our troops have 
the resources they need. Works for fiscal discipline in 
Washington and supports a balanced budget amendment. 
Voted for tax reform legislation, which President Trump 
signed into law. Believes in job creation by America’s 
small businesses and a strong national defense. Believes 
in the Second Amendment; domestic energy production; 
healthcare policies that are portable, and defunding 
Planned Parenthood.

Ratings and Endorsements: 21Wilberforce (40%); 
American Civil Liberties Union (23%); ACT! For 
America (92%); AFL-CIO (21%); American Farm 
Bureau Federation (100%); Campaign for Working 
Families 100%; Concerned Women for America (100%); 
Heritage Action for America (94%); Missouri Right to 
Life; National Cannabis Industry Associations (0%); 
National Education Association (0%); NARAL Pro-
Choice America 0%; National Rifle Association (92%); 
National Right to Life Committee 100%; Planned 
Parenthood Action Fund 0%; Susan B. Anthony List 
(100%). 

WEBSITE: http://www.gravesforcongress.com and 
http://graves.house.gov 

Democratic

HENRY MARTIN
Native of Minneapolis, MN; lives 
in Platte City, MO with three 
children; member of Pentecostal 
church. Has AA in Urban Ministries, 
North Central University (2004-2005); 
BBA from American Intercontinental 
University (2006-2008): MPA, Public Administration, 
Walden University (2008-2020); and a PhD, Public 
Policy & Administration, Walden University (2011-
2018).

Professional experience includes: Assistant Professor of 
Business, Kansas City, Kansas Community College, 
2016-present; adjunct instructor, Baker University, 
2015-present; president/CEO, Above and Beyond 
Coalition for Youth, Inc. (2013-2019); administrator, 
Missouri Department of Corrections (2015-2016); 

Constituent Service Representative, Senator Claire 
McCaskill, U.S. Senate, 2015.

Beliefs from campaign website: Democracy. People first; 
protecting and expanding affordable healthcare; protect 
American families from evictions; infrastructure, flood 
relief, internet service, 5G cell service, education; job 
creation, federal minimum wage increase, decreased 
unemployment; save small business; and controlled 
nuclear fusion (climate change).

Member, NAACP; National Society of Success and 
Leadership and Pi Alpha Alpha.

WEBSITE: https://henrymartinforcongress.com/

Libertarian

EDWARD ANDERS 
MAIDMENT
Born in West Columbia, S.C. 
Served in the U.S. Army from 
2000 to 2020. Bachelor’s degree 
from Missouri State University in 2007. 
Works as a network security analyst. Believes in limited 
government. Wants to eliminate Federal departments 
which have no constitutional basis to exist starting with 
Education, Commerce, and Homeland Security. Protect 
free speech and stop harassing people who just want to 
hold government accountable. Extend our right to keep 
and bear arms so we can protect ourselves and our other 
rights. End the of the Patriot Act which has never caught 
a terrorist. Force Congress to approve regulations before 
they come into effect. Regards taxation as theft. Taxes 
simply take money away from those who produce and give 
it to those who do not. Bring our troops home so we can 
have peaceful and productive relationships. In his classic 
novel, 1984, George Orwell described the war Oceania 
was fighting. He wrote, “The war is not meant to be won, 
it is meant to be continuous.” Today libertarians call it 
the Forever War. Except it is not fiction. A significant 
part of our national debt is from foolishly spent money. 
Whether it is Covid relief fraud which never should have 
been appropriated or the military spending billions of 
dollars to force unproven technology into their latest 
wonder weapon, the bureaucrats in Washington are 
incapable of handling our money. Report after report of 
ludicrous spending items continue to come out of the 
massive spending bills with thousands of pages, pushed 
through Congress in just days. It will not be easy and it 
will not be fixed tomorrow, but we can make it better for 
our future.

WEBSITE: https://www.maidmentformissouri.com/

District 7

Republican

ERIC BURLISON
Member of the Missouri State 
Senate, representing District 20. 
Assumed office in 2019 with current 
term ending January 2023. Former 
Republican member of the Missouri 
House of Representatives, representing 
District 133 from 2009-2017. Term-limited in 2016. Was 
Business Analyst/Problem Solver for CoxHealth. Committee 
assignments include Commerce, Consumer Protection, 
Energy and the Environment Committee; Senate General 
Laws Committee; Joint Committee on Government 
Accountability; Insurance and Banking Committee; 
Professional Registration Committee; Vice chair; Small 
Business and Industry Committee. Sponsored the Health 
Care Compact in the Missouri House of Representatives. 
Burlison was one of 38 out of 163 state House members who 
signed the “No New Taxes Pledge” in 2011. Supporter of 
Trump’s America First Agenda that slashed taxes, protected 
our border, created jobs, and adhered to the principals of the 
Constitution. Supports 2nd Amendment rights, sponsoring 
the Second Amendment Preservation Act– SAPA; 
Constitutional Carry and Stand Your Ground. Received 
the Business Advocate of the Year award from Springfield 
Business Journal; worked to pass the first-in-the-nation 
covid liability protection legislation that will protect our 
businesses and aid in economic recovery. In the state senate, 
sponsored the “Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection 
Act;” sponsored bills protecting students’ religious liberties 
in our schools. Worked to pass Hailey’s Law, which reforms 
and streamlines the Amber Alert system. Introduced the 
Health Care Compact, a Good Samaritan law in 2013.

Ratings and Endorsements: American Conservative Union 
100%; and Club for Growth 100%; NRA.

WEBSITE: https://www.ericburlisonforcongress.com/

Democratic 

KRISTEN RADAKER-
SHEAFER
Raised in rural northeast OK. 
Holds Bachelor of Science degree 
in Graphic and Web Design from 
John Brown University. Lives in Joplin, 
MO. Opened a bakery in 2016. Her 
website asserts that she has a “strong heart for the 
culture and community” She has “... a passion to have 
the voices of her friends and neighbors to have full and 
accurate representation at the national level. Is running 
to represent the people of Missouri’s 7th district.” Desires 
to build coalitions, work across the aisle and develop 
relationships to create sustainable bipartisan policy. 
Make the economy work for everyone. Create a more 
equitable economy, where every hard-working American 
is able to afford healthy food, a safe place to live, quality 
healthcare, and basic necessities. Redefine what “Small 
Business” means and ensuring that they have access 
to the same benefits larger corporations already take 
advantage of by leveraging their existing resources. Make 
it significantly easier for people to enter and stay in the 
U.S. legally. Refugee resettlement for those coming from 

SHORT LINES
Work ethic is important, because unlike intelligence, 
athleticism, charisma, or any other natural attribute, 
it’s a choice.

From Mike Rowe, “Dirty Jobs”

cont’d next page
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dangerous situations and help them establish roots in our 
communities.
WEBSITE: https://www.kristenforcongress.com/about-
kristen

Libertarian

KEVIN CRAIG
Born in Los Angeles, CA; lives 
in Powersite, MO. BA, Political 
Science, University of Southern 
California (1979); MA, Law and 
Theology, Simon Greenleaf School 
of Law (1983) and JD, Simon Greenleaf 
School of Law (1983). Previous candidate for U.S. House 
of Representatives, District 7 (2004, 2006, 2008, 2010, 
2012, 2014). Teacher, Dominion Christian School 
(1979-1981); co-director, Isaiah House/Catholic Worker 
(1988-1998); editor, Vine & Fig Tree (1979-present). 
President; Colette’s Children’s Home, 1998-2003; 
president, California Irish Festival, 1998-2004. Pro-life, 
but opposes laws against abortion. Government should 
end all federal early education and child care subsidies and 
programs returning early education and child care to the 
state, local, or family level, as provided by the Constitution. 
Redue government. Craig’s website proclaims that he is 
the: “Only candidate uncom promisingly committed to 
the ideal of Liberty Under God.” 
WEBSITE: https://kevincraig.us/

District 8

Republican

JASON SMITH
(Incumbent) 

Born in Salem, MO. Seventh-
generation Missourian and a fourth-
generation owner of the family 
farm. BS, Agriculture Economics, 
Business Administration, Univ. MO, 
Columbia (2001); JD, Oklahoma City University (2004); 
Representative, Missouri House of Representatives (2005-
2013); Majority Whip (2011-2013); incumbent, U.S. 
House of Representatives, (2013-present); legislative 
committee member, Ways and Means, Budget; member 
of various other subcommittees; former attorney, real 
estate agent; member and Sunday school teacher, Grace 
Community Church. 

As member of the Ways & Means Committee, simplified 
over 70,000-page code and reduced the burden the 
federal tax system places on small businesses, farmers, and 
families. Advanced repeals of the individual and employer 
Obamacare tax mandates and has fought for rural poverty 
reform. Champion the rights and values of farmers and 
rural Missourians in Congress. Through his service as a 
member of the U.S. House Leadership, worked to deliver 
regulatory and tax relief to American workers while also 
reducing the size and scope of the federal government.

Member, Cuba Chamber of Commerce, MO Farm 
Bureau, MO State Bar Association, NRA, Chamber of 

Commerce, Salen and Steelville; board member, Salem 
Area Community Betterment Association; president, 
Salem Future Farmers of America Alumni Association; 
former board member, Court Appointed Special Advocate.

Ratings and Endorsements: ACLU (24%); American 
Farm Bureau (100%); Campaign for Working Families 
(100%); FRC (100%); Heritage Action for America 
(100%); Missouri Farm Bureau; Missouri Right to 
Life; National Federation of Independent Business 
(100%); National Retail Federation (100%); National 
Right to Life Committee (100%); National Education 
Association (0%); NARAL (0%); National Organization 
for the Reform of Marijuana Laws (0%); National Rifle 
Association (93%); National Right to Life (100%); 
Planned Parenthood Advocates (0%). 

WEBSITE: https://electjasonsmith.com/ and http://
jasonsmith.house.gov 

Democratic

RANDY McCALLIAN
Born in Maryland. Lives in Edgar Spring, 
MO. Bachelor’s degree from Drake 
University in 2008 and a graduate degree 
from the University of South Florida 
in 2013. Professional experience includes 
working as a program director in multi-state 
maternal and child health programming, a research associate 
for statewide hospital quality improvement, and a parent 
educator for Early Head Start and Montessori. Certified 
lactation consultant (IBCLC) (2015), a birth doula (DONA 

International) (2012), and a parent educator (Parents as 
Teachers) (2010). McCallian has been associated with the 
Pikes Peak Breastfeeding Coalition and the Delta Omega 
Honorary Society of Public Health. Website statements 
include: Will invest in rural housing development; push for 
access to high-speed internet for rural areas. Protect Medicare, 
have a single-payer system, and affordable medications. 
Invest in our rural infrastructure–it is our economic lifeline. 
Important economic growth includes high-quality public 
education; apprenticeships and trade schools, affordable 
childcare; paid caregiving; and educational programs for 
our kids and teens. Will stand against Big Ag and Big Oil 
to keep our land clean and prosperous for generations to 
support small farms and local land. Will fight to protect 
right to reproductive liberty, to define your family, and to 
make personal and private decisions without corporate or 
government surveillance or interference.

WEBSITE: https://www.randimccallian.com/

Libertarian

JIM HIGGINS
Born in Cleveland, OH. Holds BS, 
Civil Engineering, Ohio University 
(1971). Candidate for the following: 
U.S. House, District 2 (1992, 2000, 
2016); U.S. House, District 1 (2002); 
MO State Governor (2012); MO State Senate (2014). 
Civil Engineer; computer programmer; systems analyst, 
Olin Corporation (1998-present).
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“The accumulation of all powers, legislative, executive, 
and judiciary, in the same hands, whether of one, a few, or 
many, and whether hereditary, self-appointed, or elective, 
may justly be pronounced the very definition of tyranny.” 

– James Madison, Federalist 47

COURT
WATCH

2022

Missouri Nonpartisan Court Plan
“God Save the United States and “God Save the United States and 

this Honorable Court!”this Honorable Court!”

cont’d next page

Western Civilization generally, and America 
specifically, owes a tremendous debt to the Holy 

Bible for giving, among other things, form and substance to 
government, language, culture, and law. The Bible says, “Let 
every person be in subjection to the governing authorities. 
For there is no authority except from God, and those 
which exist are established by God.” (Romans 13:1 NAS) 
In 1215, the Magna Carta was signed limiting the power 
of the king for the first time. Less than fifty years later, 
renowned legal scholar Henry de Bracton noted that kings 
are not under man, but under God and under the law.1 A 
shift had occurred in which law itself, not the authority of a 
king or individual, gives power and authority. This certainly 
included judges, commissioners, and other administrative 
officials who adjudicated matters between parties. Likewise 
in the 18th century, the Founding Fathers were aware 
of both biblical language and British history when they 
convened in Philadelphia and wrote both the Declaration 
of Independence, and later the United States Constitution. 
Article VI of the latter says plainly, “This Constitution, 
and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in 
Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be 
made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be 
the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State 
shall be bound thereby, and anything in the Constitution or 
Law of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.” (Italics 
added.) The judges that are appointed, elected, or retained in 
office are not the supreme law or the supreme lawgivers. That 
line must not be crossed. We have come too far to relinquish 
our freedoms to those in black robes. 

God has placed leaders in authority. Whether these 
authorities are presidents, legislators, or judges, we 

should be respectful, because God is ultimately sovereign 
over all. Persons in these positions make a mistake thinking 
that they themselves are the objects of respect, rather than 
the position which they hold. A black robe, a raised dais, 
and a gavel are symbols of authority to be respected, but not 
feared. Judges hold a special place in our system, because 
they use discernment and wisdom to rule on issues of law. 
Nevertheless, the judges who are appointed by the executive, 
often for life, have tremendous authority to rule on cases 
that impact all of us every day. Who are these people? Who 
appointed them to literally sit in judgment? What recourse 
is there for removing those who abuse their discretion and 
authority? 

The most esteemed and perhaps best-known judges in the 
nation are those we refer uniquely to as “Justices” and sit 
on the Supreme Court of the United States with a lifetime 
appointment from the president. Much less known are the 
judges of our own state here in Missouri. It is likely most 

people would be hard pressed to name even one of the judges 
on the Missouri Supreme Court. Yet these men and women, 
appointed by the governor of the state, make decisions, 
which affect all of us every day. 

In Missouri alone, there are over 45 circuit courts 
with over 400 judges who preside over courtrooms 

throughout the state; including the Supreme Court (seven 
judges), the District Courts of Appeal that are divided into 
three geographic districts (Eastern, Southern and Western) 
(32 judges); and finally the Circuit Courts that sit in every 
county of the state. This does not take into consideration 
all of the various municipal judges, commissioners, and 
administrative law judges who are either elected or appointed 
to their constitutional positions. The men and women who 
make up the judiciary in the state are all fellow Missourians 
who are licensed by the State of Missouri to practice law 
and are required by oath to uphold the Constitution of the 
United States and the Constitution of the State of Missouri. 

Why? Because the Constitution, not the judge, 
is the supreme law of the land. 

As informed and concerned citizens of our state, we need to 
be aware of who is being placed in these important positions 
and hold them accountable to faithfully and honestly execute 
their roles as judgment makers without regard to personal 
whims/will from the law. Just like you and me, they are 
bound by state and national laws without regard to race, 
creed, status, or nationality. 

The method of selecting judges in Missouri is known as 
the Nonpartisan Court Plan, or the “Missouri Plan,” 

which has been used in Missouri since 1940 and has become 
the model for dozens of other state judicial selection plans as 
a means to remove partisanship from the judiciary by using 
committees of lawyers and non-lawyers to select a slate of 
candidates from which the governor selects for appointment. 
This system (based on merit selection) uses the assisted 
appointment method by which the governor appoints state 
judges from a short list submitted by a review board. This 
process applies to the seven judges of the Missouri Supreme 
Court and the thirty-two judges of the Missouri Court of 
Appeals. Most Circuit Court judges are not chosen under the 
Missouri Plan, but are elected to office on a partisan basis. For 
more information on the Missouri Plan Judicial Performance 
Reviews on each judge, go to: www.yourmissourijudges.org.

As citizens, we have a vested interest in all stages of 
judicial selection in order to maintain confidence in 

not just the process, but the outcome as well. Nonpartisan 
does not always translate into impartial and in the end, the 
decision is left to one person to select a candidate to become 
a judge. Transparency of process is always one key to ensuring 

integrity. That is the purpose of holding retention votes after 
each term. The Constitution does not give judges the option 
of going their own way or ruling subjectively from the bench 
as if free from any restraint or higher authority. Paragraph two 
of Article VI uses “shall” no less than four times in a single 
sentence. If the rule of law means anything, it means that no 
king, president, judge, or other ruler is above the supreme 
law of the land: the Constitution. Thomas Jefferson said, 
“Whensoever the General Government assumes undelegated 
powers, its acts are unauthoritative, void, and of no force.” 
Many are concerned that we are moving away from these 
principles, or worse, that we have long since moved on from 
them. In either case, we are morally obligated to either stop 
violating this principle or return to the standard so long 
observed and cherished in western civilization. 

On November 8, 2022, Missourians will go to the polls 
to elect or retain a slate of judges in accordance with 

the law. Our purpose in this FRONT LINE, as always, is to 
provide basic facts regarding each of the judges appearing 
on the ballot. Where possible, if the judge has appeared in 
a news story that is significant to our readers, we include 
that information in order to give additional insight into the 
beliefs and actions of that judge. No recommendations for 
retention or removal are made, because that is the decision of 
the reader as an informed free American. We hope to simply 
provide relevant details for you to make an knowledgeable 
decision. 

When researching the judges, a variety of sources are 
accessed to pull information together for Court 

Watch. Sources include, but are not limited to: the Missouri 
Secretary of State website, “Official Manual” of the State 
of Missouri, a.k.a. the “Blue Book;” showmecourts.org, 
ballotpedia.org, yourmissourijudges.org, and others. This 
information is meant to be a starting point for your own 
research depending on what part of the state in which you 
live. Knowing who your judges are is important, because 
today’s associate Circuit Court judge could someday be on 
the Missouri Supreme Court. 

Elections always have consequences. 

MISSOURI SUPREME 
COURT

The highest court in Missouri has exclusive appellate 
jurisdiction in all cases involving: the validity of a treaty or 
statute of the United States or of a statute or provision of the 
Missouri Constitution; the construction of the state’s revenue 
laws; the title to any state office; and in all cases where the 
punishment imposed is death. 

22
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Missouri 
Supreme Court

Zel M. Fischer
Born in Hamburg, Iowa and grew 
up in Watson, MO. Judge Fischer 
was educated in Rock Port public 
schools. Attended William Jewell 
College, Liberty, and received his 
B.A. in philosophy and political 
science in 1985. Recipient of 
the Harry S. Truman Most 
Outstanding Political Science 
Major for the class of 1985. 

Graduated from the University of Missouri–Kansas City 
School of Law with distinction in 1988. Recipient of the 
Order of the Bench and Robe, the American Jurisprudence 
Award from the UMKC School of Law and was a member 
of UMKC Law Review. Original author of “Chapter 40, 
Strict Liability of Product Manufacturers and Sellers — 
Manufacturing Defect of the Products Liability Handbook,” 
published by the University of Missouri–Kansas City, 
Continuing Legal Education. 

Judge Fischer was admitted to The Missouri Bar in 1988. 
Upon graduation, served for one year as a law clerk for the 
Honorable Andrew Jackson Higgins of the Supreme Court 
of Missouri. From 1989–1992, practiced law in the Law 
Offices of James D. Boggs in Kansas City. From 1992–2006, 
engaged in a solo law practice in northwest Missouri. In 
November 2006, elected associate circuit judge for Atchison 
County, in the Fourth Judicial Circuit, and served in that 
capacity until his appointment to the Supreme Court of 
Missouri, October 2008. 

Judge Fischer was selected as an ASTAR Fellow by the 
board of directors of the Advanced Science and Technology 
Adjudication Resource Center for his knowledge and ability 
to preside over complex cases involving science or technology 
issues. The National Courts and Science Institute (NCSI) is 
a not-for-profit organization dedicated to training judges in 
science. Recently, the NCSI board of directors selected him 
to be the vice president and chair of the executive committee. 
Receivd the Theodore McMillian Judicial Excellence Award 
from The Missouri Bar (2019).

Judge Fischer is an active member of his church and 
community, married in 1985, to the former Julie Ann Moore, 
with four children. Judge Fischer served as chief justice from 
July 2017–June 2019. He was appointed to the Supreme 
Court by Gov. Matt Blunt (2008), and was retained at the 
2010 general election for a 12-year term expiring Dec. 2022.

In the News:

“The Missouri Supreme Court ruled Tuesday that a Missouri 
law prohibiting Medicaid payments to abortion providers 
was unconstitutional. Planned Parenthood sued the state two 
years ago after Missouri lawmakers changed the state budget 
to exclude abortion providers and any related affiliates from 
Medicaid. It is the sole abortion provider in the state, with 
a clinic in St. Louis. In a 6-1 ruling, the court found that 
the Missouri Constitution does not allow for bills to cover 
more than one subject, and that including what the state 
should — as well as what it should not fund — violated that 
clause. It vacated the portion of the Department of Social 
Service’s budget with that caveat, but left the rest of the 
budget bill intact. The Supreme Court called the General 
Assembly’s actions a naked attempt to legislate through the 
budget bill. ‘When the meaning of the general law is clear, 
there is no need for guidance in an appropriation bill,’ Judge 
Paul C. Wilson wrote in the ruling. Only Judge Zel Fischer 

dissented, arguing that the Missouri Constitution’s single-
subject clause exempts budget bills. The Missouri Supreme 
Court’s decision affirmed a lower court ruling, which found 
that lawmakers were making a substantive change to statute 
through a budget bill. ‘Missourians need access to health care, 
and today’s decision is a great win for patients who rely on 
Planned Parenthood for sexual and reproductive health care,’ 
Yamelsie Rodriguez, CEO of Planned Parenthood of the St. 
Louis Region and Southwest Missouri, said in a statement. 
‘Planned Parenthood will continue to provide the same 
high-quality, affordable, accessible health care Missourians 
have relied on for more than 85 years.’ The Missouri 
Attorney General’s Office, which represented the Missouri 
Department of Social Services in the case, said it found the 
decision disappointing, but declined to comment further. … 
Medicaid dollars cannot be used to pay for abortions.”2

sCienCe traning: “Six Missouri judges will be trained in the 
science around COVID-19 ahead of an expected influx of 
cases arising from [the] pandemic. The judges will, in turn, 
educate their colleagues on the bench in a national initiative 
led by the not-for-profit National Courts and Science 
Institute (NCSI).

‘It is an attempt at forward thinking, to deliver at least some 
base knowledge regardless of what the legal questions and 
potential cases [are], said Missouri Supreme Court Judge 
Zel M. Fischer, current NCSI president and one of the state 
delegates. The types of cases they will preside over ‘is a little 
bit unpredictable’, Fischer told the St. Louis Record.

But he added: ‘The fear of policy makers is that there will be 
a lot of liability-type claims, not just medical delivery, but 
also against premises ... possibly landlord/tenant. Somebody 
somewhere is going to be creative. We have to be nimble, to 
adjust.’

Fischer, a long time advocate of the importance of 
educating the judiciary and the bar in scientific advances, 
will be part of a team studying and learning about vaccines, 
novel coronavirus testing and other fast emerging scientific 
evidence. The NCSI ... has worked for nearly three decades 
training judges on science-related issues relevant to the 
court room, including pharmaceuticals and vaccines. So 
the novel coronavirus training ‘piggy backs’ on earlier work, 
Fischer explained, but added that the super speed of vaccine 
deployment these last months, and the use of biotechnology, 
including rDNA and CRISPR is ‘out front and new, 
unfamiliar.’ The key in any case that revolves around science, 
in small part or largely, is ‘to find the right person with the 
right background, someone with no interest except the 
truth,’ Fischer said. ‘This grant will allow us to give judges 
the scientific training they need to handle issues of virology, 
epidemiology, immunity formation, treatment modalities 
and outcomes, and vaccine clinical trials and distribution as 
they manage novel cases arising in both civil and criminal 
contexts,’ Fischer said.

Certified judges, who will pass on their expertise to others 
in the state, will learn the health science of the SARS-
Coronavirus 2 pathophysiology, epidemiology; distinctions 
among tests, clinical trial protocols for and results from 
vaccines and treatments, acute and chronic care issues, and 
criteria for qualifying experts.3

In addition to its decision-making powers, the court supervises 
all lower courts in the state. The Supreme Court also licenses 
all lawyers practicing in Missouri and disciplines those found 
guilty of violation of the legal Rules of Professional Conduct. 
Supreme Court judges must be at least 30 years of age, a U.S. 
citizen for 15 years, and a qualified Missouri voter for nine 
years. Supreme Court judges are retained for 12-year terms. 

COURT OF APPEALS

The Eastern District of the Court of Appeals sits in St. Louis 
and consists of fourteen judges. Eleven judges preside over 
the Western District in Kansas City, and seven judges sit on 
the Southern District bench meeting either in Springfield or 
Poplar Bluff. The Court of Appeals may issue and determine 
original remedial writs and has general appellate jurisdiction 
in all cases not within the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court. Cases may be transferred from the Court 
of Appeals to the Supreme Court when it is determined that 
a case involves an important issue that should be decided 
by the state’s highest court. Judges must be at least 30 years 
of age; a resident of their district; a U.S. citizen for at least 
15 years; and a Missouri voter for nine years before their 
selection. Appellate judges serve 12-year terms. 

CIRCUIT JUDGES 

Circuit judges are selected either through popular vote or 
by appointment under the Nonpartisan Court Plan. These 
courts have original jurisdiction over civil and criminal 
causes of action. All trials start at this level. Circuit court 
judges must be at least 30 years old, a resident of their circuit, 
and a U.S. citizen for 10 years and a Missouri voter for three 
years. Circuit judges serve six-year terms. The Constitution 
requires at least one circuit judge in each of Missouri’s 45 
judicial circuits. Circuit 6 is Platte County; Circuit 7 is Clay 
County; Circuit 16 is Jackson County; Circuit 21 is St. Louis 
County; and Circuit 22 is St. Louis City. 

JUDGE EVALUATIONS 

The Missouri Bar has been evaluating judges appointed 
under the Non-Partisan Court Plan and providing that 
information to voters since 1948. The Missouri Bar currently 
funds the review process, which was created in 2008 and 
revised in 2016 by order of the Supreme Court of Missouri. 
The Missouri judicial performance review process was 
developed after a committee studied model rules and best 
practices from the American Bar Association and more than 
20 judicial performance evaluation systems in the nation. 
The current judicial performance review process in Missouri 
was adopted June 15, 2016, when the Supreme Court of 
Missouri issued an order making revisions to Rule 10 which 
expand the voices of non-lawyers in the review process, leaves 
judging the judges to the voters, and fosters consistency in 
the process with the implementation of one statewide review 
committee.

The Missouri Judicial Performance Review Committee 
reviewed the performance of 53 judges including one 
Supreme Court of Missouri judge, four Court of Appeals 
judges, 26 circuit court judges and 22 associate circuit court 
judges in circuits where the judges are appointed under the 
Missouri Non-Partisan Court Plan. The committee found all 
53 judges substantially meet overall judicial performance 
standards, and will be up for retention in the November 8, 
2022, general election.

The complete performance review information of each judge 
is available online at YourMissouriJudges.org. 
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Missouri Court
of Appeals

Eastern District

Kelly C. 
Broniec
Graduate of William Woods 
College, summa cum laude, B.A., 
business administration, Univ. of 
MO–Columbia, J.D. Appointed 
by the Supreme Court to serve 
on its Trial Judge Education 
C o m m i t t e e ,  2 0 1 1 - p r e s e n t ; 
Coordinating Commission for 
Judicial Education, 2017–present; 
Commission on Civil Justice Reform, 2017–present, Civic 
Education Committee, 2015–present, Committee on 
Access to Family Courts, 2010–16; Combatting Human 
Trafficking and Domestic Violence Commission, co-chair, 
2016–present and liaison to the Task Force on Criminal 
Justice, 2017–present. Served as pres. of the MO Assoc. of 
Probate and Associate Circuit Judges, 2016–17. Member: 
Grace Lutheran Church, Montgomery City Kiwanis Club, 
past pres., GFWC-Montgomery Study Club, Montgomery 
City Chamber of Commerce, Founding board member of 
The Child Center, Inc., 2000–06. Elected 2006. Retained 
in 2010–2018. Appointed by Gov. Mike Parson, October 
2020. Term expires Dec. 2022. Republican. 

In the News:

“As an associate circuit judge in Montgomery County, 
Broniec got her start in trial law before she’d finished law 
school. In her final year in law school at the University of 
Missouri, Broniec became Rule 13-certified, which allowed 
her to try a case through her job at the Warren County 
Prosecutor’s Office. The case was a misdemeanor and the 
details long forgotten, but she got a conviction, and that set 
her on the path to where she is today. ‘I think probably, my 
favorite part of it is that every case is unique and different,’ 
Broniec said. ‘As a judge in such a small, rural community, 
you do a little of everything, so that keeps it interesting.’ ... 
As a judge and attorney in a rural area, she’s used to handling 
all types of cases — family law, criminal, civil and more. 
Becoming a judge had been a long-term goal, but it was 
one she expected would be several years down the road. She 
attributes her success to her ability to relate to all aspects of a 
case. ‘I could always see both sides of a story. As a judge you 
can’t be biased, and you can’t have a preference for one side or 
another. You have to listen to both sides, and I could always 
listen to both sides of an argument.’ ”6

Thomas C. 
Clark II

Born in Kansas City. Educated 
at University of Kansas, B.S. 
journalism, B.A. history, 1990; 
St. Louis University, M.A. public 
administration, 1993; J.D. 1998; 
University of Nevada, Reno, M.A. 
judicial studies, 2019. Served as 
assistant circuit attorney, 1998–

2006, City of St. Louis; elected to the young lawyers section 
of The Missouri Bar Association; participated in Leadership 
St. Louis/FOCUS. Professional Memberships include: The 
Missouri Bar Association. Appointed associate circuit judge, 
Jan.  2006. Retained in 2008–2016. Appointed circuit judge, 
March 2017, by Gov. Eric Greitens to fill an unexpired 
term. Retained in 2018. Appointed by Gov. Mike Parson, 
October 2020, to Eastern District Court of Appeals. Term 
expires Dec. 2024. Nonpartisan. 

Michael E. 
Gardner

Born in St. Louis and raised in 
Kelso, MO. Graduate of University 
of Missouri, B.A., 2001; University 
of Missouri School of Law, J.D., 
cum laude, 2004. Married with 
four children. Order of the Coif. 
Lead Articles Editor, Missouri Law 
Review. Law clerk to Hon. Stephen 
N. Limbaugh Jr., Supreme Court of Missouri, 2004–2005. 
Private practice, 2005–2014. Missouri Board of Law 
Examiners, 2013–present. Board of Trustees of The Missouri 
Bar Foundation, 2017–present. Board of Governors of The 
Missouri Bar, 2012–2014. Young Lawyers’ Section Council, 
2010–2014. Assistant District Governor, Rotary District 
6060. Member and past president, Cape West Rotary Club. 
Knights of Columbus, Fourth Degree. Membership chair, 
Shawnee District of the Boy Scouts of America. St. Vincent 
de Paul Catholic Church, Cape Girardeau. Elected circuit 
judge, Nov. 2014. Term expires Dec. 2020. Republican. 
Appointed by Gov. Mike Parson, October 2020, to Eastern 
District Court of Appeals.

John P. 
Torbitzky
Born in St. Louis, MO, married 
with two children. Received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree, cum 
laude, from Saint Louis University 
and his law degree, summa cum 
laude, from the Saint Louis 
University School of Law. summa 
cum laude, 2012. Prior to his 
appointment to the Court of 

Appeals, Torbitzky was in private practice and served as a 
law clerk at the Supreme Court of Missouri from 2012 to 
2014. In 2018, he received Missouri Lawyers Weekly’s “Up 
and Coming” Award. Is a board member for the Cornerstone 
Center for Early Learning; the vice chair of The Missouri 
Bar’s Access to Justice Committee, and member and owner 
of Reichardt Torbitzky LLC. Managing Editor, Saint Louis 
University Law Journal, Order of the Woolsack, Alpha 
Signa Nu Honor Society. B.A., English, cum laude, 2007; 
Departmental Honors. In Private Practice 2014-2021, 
Law Clerk, Honorable Zel M. Fischer, Supreme Court of 
Missouri, 2012-2014. Member of The Missouri Bar, The 
Illinois Bar, Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis, St. 
Louis County Bar Association. American Bar Association. 
Cornerstone Center for Early Learning, Board Member; 
The Missouri Bar, Access to Justice Committee, Vice-Chair. 
Appointed by Gov. Mike Parson in March 2022.

2323

Robin Ransom
Born in St. Louis. Educated 
at Douglass College–Rutgers 
University, B.A., 1988; Univer-
sity of Missouri, Columbia 
School of Law, J.D., 1991. 
Prior employment: St. Louis 
County Public Defender’s Office, 
1992–1995; St. Louis County 
Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, 
1995–1996; staff attorney, St. 
Louis County Family Court, 1996–2002. Member: The 
Missouri Bar; The Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis.

Appointed Family Court commissioner, 22nd Circuit, in 
2002. Appointed by Gov. Matt Blunt (R) as a circuit judge 
for the 22nd Judicial Circuit (2008), and assumed a circuit 
judge docket in October 2008, retained in 2010 and 2016. 
Assigned in January 2009 to the family court. Retained 
in 2010 and 2016. Appointed to the Court of Appeals, 
Jan. 2019. Term expired Dec. 31, 2020. Appointed to the 
Missouri Supreme Court by Gov. Mike Parson (R) (2021), 
and is the first African-American woman to hold the position. 
Current term ends on December 2022.

In the News:

“... Ransom wanted to become a rock star. But her father had 
other ideas, and steered Ransom down a different path that 
ultimately led to her appointment to a seat on the Missouri 
Supreme Court. ... [he] father suggested that Robin take 
a few classes at St. Louis Community College to ensure a 
smooth transition to a four-year college environment. ... ‘It 
was the best decision I made ... Because of the 13 credits 
earned at STLCC, and six from Saint Louis University, 
Ransom graduated from Rutgers in three years with a degree 
in political science and sociology. ... ‘I am so appreciative 
of my time at STLCC because I was able to ease my way 
into understanding the rigors of college life at a four-year 
institution by beginning my college journey in a kinder, 
gentler atmosphere,’ she said. ... Ransom also credits her 
STLCC experience for gaining another invaluable skill – 
discovering her voice. ... ‘I am never afraid to speak out, 
to question, to take center stage if need be. This is not out 
of self-importance or cockiness, but out of confidence.’ ... 
‘It is a true honor to represent the citizens of the state of 
Missouri, ... This job is not about your personal accolades and 
individual success. It is about working to make sure that our 
judicial system continues to operate on a level of excellence 
and fairness. With my job comes a lot of responsibility and 
that is not a charge that I take lightly.’4 

... the St. Louis native sits on the state’s appellate court, and 
she’s learned to love the law. … Ransom’s view of her job is a 
simple one. She follows the law wherever it might lead. ‘I’m 
not here to try and bend it or pull it, twist it, recreate it,’ said 
the University of Missouri School of Law graduate. ‘We’re 
here to read it and interpret it as it stands. I’m not an activist, 
so I don’t try and add to it or pull it my way’.”4

SHORT LINES
“What I found in getting along with the white classmates 
is to look at them not as white kids or different, but as 
kids. To look at people as human beings and treat them as 
human beings. There are good ones and bad ones, tall and 
short, some flawed and less flawed, but in the end they’re 
all human beings.”

— Justice Clarence Thomas

SHORT LINES
The “Knights of the Roundtable” award is one 
given to any student of a teacher’s choice for any 
reason the teacher decides.
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Missouri Court
of Appeals

Southern District

Don E. Burrell

Born in Springfield, MO and 
educated at Missouri State 
University (formerly Southwest 
Missouri State University), 
B.S., 1983; and the University 
of Missouri–Kansas City, J.D., 
1991. Married with two children. 
Practiced law in Kansas City and 
Springfield. Member: UMKC Law 
Review; Order of Bench and Robe; 
Springfield Metropolitan and Missouri Bar associations; 
Judiciary’s Legislative Committee; Former chairman of 
Trial Judge Education Committee; Kids’ Court. Inaugural 
recipient of Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association’s 
Judicial Excellence award in 2007. Elected circuit judge of 
the 31st judicial circuit in 1998. Re-elected in 2000 and 2006 
(three years as presiding judge). Appointed to the Court of 
Appeals by Gov. Matt Blunt (2008). Retained in 2010. Term 
expires Dec. 2022.

Jack A.L.
Goodman

Born in Aurora, MO. Graduate 
of Pierce City High School, 1991; 
University of MO–Columbia, 
bachelor’s degree, 1995; and 
University of MO–Columbia 
School of Law, J.D., 1998. 
Married with two children. Served 
in Missouri Senate, 2005–2012; 

Senate asst. majority leader, 2007–2012; chair of Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary and Civil and Criminal 
Jurisprudence; Senate Committee on General Laws, & Senate 
Committee on Governmental Accountability and Fiscal 
Oversight. Served in Missouri House of Representatives, 
2003–2005; House asst. majority leader, 2004–2005. 
Attorney in private practice, 1998–2012; assistant 
prosecuting attorney, 1997–2002. Former member: Missouri 
Tourism Commission, Children’s Services Commission, 
Missouri Rural Economic Development Council, Southwest 
Center Advisory Council and American Lung Association 
Government Relations Committee. Member: Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod, in Freistatt. Various civic 
organizations. Elected presiding judge, 39th Circuit, 2012. 
Retained in 2018. Term expires Dec. 2024. Appointed by 
Missouri Gov. Mike Parson (R) (2020).

Missouri Court
of Appeals

Western District

Alok Ahuja

Born in Raipur, India. Educated 
at the University of Kansas, B.A., 
philosophy and English literature; 
Yale Law School, J.D. Married 
with two daughters. Following 
graduation from law school, Judge 
Ahuja served as a law clerk to Judge 
Richard D. Cudahy on the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Seventh 
Circuit in Chicago, 1988–1989 
and engaged in private practice in Washington, DC, 1989–
1992. Returned to Kansas City in 1992; practiced with the 
Lathrop & Gage Law Firm as an associate, 1992–1997 and 
member, 1997–2007. On The Missouri Bar’s 2010 Appellate 
Court Evaluation Survey, attorneys who responded to survey 
questions rated Judge Ahuja on a scale of 1 to 5, with “1” 
representing “not at all” and 5 representing “completely.”

Judge Ahuja received his highest scores from the Missouri 
Bar for being courteous toward attorneys (4.65), treating 
parties equally (4.60), being fair and impartial toward each 
side of the case (4.58), and allowing parties to present their 
arguments and answers (4.57). Judge Ahuja was not rated 
below a 4.00 in any category. Appointed to the Court of 
Appeals by Gov. Matt Blunt (2007). Retained in 2010. 
Served as chief judge, 2014–2016. Term expires Dec. 2022.

Karen King 
Mitchell

Born in Kansas City, MO. Married 
with one son. Educated at the 
University of Missouri–Columbia, 
B.A., and the University of 
Missouri–Kansas City, J.D. Served 
as a law clerk to the Hon. Fernando 
J. Gaitan, Missouri Circuit Court, 
16th Judicial Circuit, 1984–1985 

and the Hon. Charles B. Blackmar, Supreme Court of 
Missouri, 1985–1986. Served as an assistant attorney general, 
office of the Missouri Attorney General, 1987–2009; chief 
deputy attorney general, 1999–2009 and state solicitor, 
1996–1999. 

Member: Saint Andrews Lutheran Church, ELCA; Missouri 
Supreme Court Trial Judge Education Committee, chair; 
Supreme Court Civil Rules Committee; Board of Governors, 
The Missouri Bar, 2007–2010; Elwood L. Thomas Inn of 
Court, 2007–2012; Missouri Supreme Court Committee 
on Procedure in Criminal Cases, 2009–2012; Missouri 
Supreme Court Appellate Practice Committee, 2003–2009 
and Judicial Task Force for Gender and Justice. Recipient 
of the David J. Dixon Award for outstanding appellate 
advocacy. Appointed to the Court of Appeals by Gov. Jay 
Nixon (2009). Retained in 2010. Term expires Dec. 2022.

Mark 
D. Pfeiffer

Educated at Westminster College, 
B.A., 1989; University of Missouri–
Columbia School of Law, J.D., 
1991. Married with two sons. 
Practiced law in the area of civil 
litigation (trial and appellate) with 
Farrington & Curtis, 1992–1995, 
Springfield and Bley & Pfeiffer, 
1995–2009, Columbia. Appointed to the Court of Appeals, 

May 2009. Member: The Crossing (Presbyterian) Church; 
The Missouri Bar; Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association; 
Boone County Bar Association; Council of Chief Judges of 
State Courts of Appeal, Executive Committee; National 
Board of Trial Advocacy, Judicial Fellow. Adjunct Faculty: 
Westminster College, 2010–present (teaches American 
Jurisprudence course). 

On The Missouri Bar’s 2010 Appellate Court Evaluation 
Survey, Judge Pfeiffer received his highest scores for issuing 
opinions in a timely manner (4.35) and issuing timely 
opinions/decisions (4.38). The committee reviewed several 
opinions written by Judge Pfeiffer. The opinions were logical 
and analytical, and his writing style was direct and easy to 
understand. The opinions also reveal an ability to move easily 
from civil to criminal cases. The opinions reviewed are well-
reasoned on the law and on the facts. Appointed to the Court 
of Appeals by Gov. Jay Nixon (2009). Chief judge, 2016–
2018. Retained in 2010. Term expires Dec. 2022.

W. Douglas 
Thomson

Born in Kansas City. Graduate 
of Maryville High School, 1981; 
Missouri State University, B.S., 
finance, 1985; University of 
Missouri–Kansas City Law School, 
J.D., 1989. Associate with Krebbs 
& Holdsworth, Liberty, 1989–
1993; associate and then partner 
with Zahnd, Ross & Thomson 
and its successors, Maryville, 1995–2013; and solo practice 
in Maryville, 2014. Member of Board of Governors of the 
Missouri Bar, 2011–present. Past president and current 
member of the Fourth Judicial Circuit Bar Assoc. Active 
in his community as a member of his church and local 
Lion’s Club. Elected associate circuit judge, 2014. Retained 
in 2018. Term expires Dec. 2022. Appointed to Court of 
Appeals by Gov. Mike Parson.

In the News: 

“Support along the way has never been something that 
Thomson has lacked, nor is it something that he ever held 
back from providing to others. Of the many speakers during 
the ceremony, each of them relayed a story or two of how 
Thomson often would go out of his way in a nonpublic 
fashion to offer support to those in need. Thomson even 
received support along the way from an unusual source as 
a former tenant of his ended up working in the governor’s 
office and was a huge proponent of his. Each person who 
spoke routinely praised Thomson for being a good and 
decent man, the quintessential good guy as well as being the 
epitome of Missouri’s nonpartisan court plan. ‘The world is 
round and you remember that,’ Thomson said.7

©iStock.com/sellmaksan

SHORT LINES
“Those who expect to reap the blessings of 
freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigues of 
supporting it.” 

— Thomas Paine
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Associate
Circuit Judge

6th Judicial Circuit
Platte County

Megan Benton
Division 4

Lives in Parkville. Holds a bachelor’s 
and master’s degree in political 
science from Emory University 
in Atlanta, Georgia, and a Juris 
Doctor from Vanderbilt University 
School of Law in Nashville, 
Tennessee. Currently serves as an 
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney for 
Platte County. Licensed in Missouri and California and was 
an associate in a Kansas City litigation firm after clerking for 
two years with the Superior Court of Los Angeles County 
for Judge Barbara Marie Scheper and Judge Ralph W. Dau. 
Appointed as an Associate Circuit Judge to the 6th Circuit by 
Gov. Mike Parson (R) on May 2021.

Circuit Judge
7th Judicial Circuit

Clay County

Shane T. 
Alexander
Division 1

Born in North Kansas City. 
Graduate of University of 
Missouri–Columbia, B.A., history, 
1990. Surface Warfare Officer, 
U.S. Navy, 1990–1994. Graduate 
of University of Missouri–Kansas 
City, J.D., 1997. Married with 
three children. Assistant prosecuting attorney, Buchanan 
County, 1997–1999; assistant prosecuting attorney, Clay 
County, 1999–2004; chief assistant prosecuting attorney, 
Clay County, 2004–2008; municipal judge, Excelsior 
Springs, 2004–2008 and municipal prosecutor, Smithville, 
2006–2008. Appointed circuit judge, Aug. 2008 by Gov. 
Matt Blunt. Elected 2010. Retained in 2016. Term expires 
Dec. 2022. Nonpartisan.

Associate
Circuit Judge

7th Judicial Circuit
Clay County

Karen 
Krauser
Division 6 

Born in Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 
Graduate of Park College (now 
Park University), 1999, B.A., 
criminal justice and psychology; 
University of Missouri–Kansas 
City School of Law, 2002. Lives 

in Kansas City with her husband and daughter. Assistant 
prosecutor for Clay County, 2002–2012; deputy chief 
prosecutor, 2008–2012; municipal judge for Excelsior 
Springs, 2008–2012 and municipal judge for Platte Woods, 
2010–2012. Member: Missouri Bar; Clay County Bar 
Association; Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association; 
Association for Women Lawyers of Kansas City; Missouri 
Probate and Associate Circuit Judges Association; Missouri 
Municipal and Associate Circuit Judges Association and 
American Judges Association. Involved in the continuing 
legal education program for the bar associations in which 
she is a member. Appointed by the Chief Justice of the 
Missouri Supreme Court to serve on the Municipal Judicial 
Education Committee and the Committee on Practice and 
Procedure in Municipal Division Cases, which is tasked 
with the Bill of Rights for Litigants, bench cards and 
minimum operating standards creation. Judge Krauser 
received the Women’s Justice Award for Public Official in 
2017. Appointed associate circuit judge, Jan. 2012, by Gov. 
Jay Nixon. Elected 2014. Retained in 2018. Term expires 
Dec. 2022. Nonpartisan.

Circuit Judge
16 Judicial Circuit

Jackson County 

Sarah A. Castle

Division 1

Grew up in Denver, Colorado. 
Attended the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign where 
she earned a bachelor’s degree in 
2006, and a master’s degree in 
2008 in Political Science with an 
emphasis in Civic Leadership and 
Disability Studies. Obtained a Juris 
Doctorate degree from the University of Missouri-Kansas 
City Law School in 2012. Served as an Assistant Prosecutor 
in the Jackson County Prosecutor’s Office, a position she had 
held since 2013. Served as a Special Assistant United States 
Attorney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office where she assisted 
in the prosecution of criminal cases specifically related to 
the illegal possession of firearms. Member of the Women’s 
Basketball Team of Team USA from 2005 – 2012. In 2008, 
Judge Castle and her teammates won a gold medal at the 
Paralympics in China. In 2012, the team finished fourth 
at the Paralympics in London. In addition, Judge Castle, 
who is also a swimmer, won a silver medal in 2000 in the 
100-meter breaststroke for Team USA at the Paralympics 
in Sydney, Australia. In 2004, she came in fourth in the 
100-meter breaststroke at the Paralympics in Athens, 
Greece.  Volunteers for community organizations, and is a 
member of the Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association 
and the Association of Women Lawyers. At the time of her 
appointment, she was serving as Associate Circuit Judge of 
Division 27.  Appointed by Gov. Mike Parson as Circuit 
Judge October 2020. 

Jerri J. Zhang

Division 3
Received her Juris Doctor Degree 
from the University of Missouri-
Columbia School of Law and her 
Bachelor of Journalism Degree 
from the University of Missouri-

2525

Circuit Judge
6th Judicial Circuit

Platte County

Thomas C. 
Fincham 
Division 1
Graduate of University of 
Missouri–Kansas City, B.A. in 
economics, 1977; University of 
Missouri–Kansas City Law School, 
J. D., 1981. Engaged in private 
practice in Kansas City area, 1981–
2010. Served as City Attorney 

and City Prosecutor, Dearborn, 1997–2003. Municipal 
judge for the following jurisdictions: Oakview, 1995–2010; 
Richmond, 1999–2010; Ferrelview, 1998–2010; Riverside, 
2006–2010; Platte Woods, 2003–2010 and Lawson, 2001–
2006. Member, Missouri Municipal and Associate Circuit 
Judges Association, 1995–present; president, 2011–2012, 
board member, 1999–present. Member, Missouri, Platte 
and Clay County Bar Associations. Member, Missouri 
Association of Probate and Associate Circuit Judges, board 
of directors, 2014–2017. Appointed associate circuit judge, 
May 2010. Retained in 2012. Appointed circuit judge by 
Gov. Jay Nixon (D) (2013). Retained in 2016. Term expires 
Dec. 2022. Nonpartisan.

W. Ann 
Hansbrough
Division 2

Born in Poplar Bluff. Married 
with two children. University 
of MO–Columbia, bachelor’s 
in journalism, 1982; University 
of MO–Columbia School of 
Law, J.D., 1985. Bar Register of 
Preeminent Women Lawyers (Peer 
Review selected Top 5% of Women Lawyers: 2011–13); 
selected as “Super Lawyer” for MO, 2008–11; selected as 
“Super Lawyer” for KS, 2008–11; and board member for 
“Meritas Law Firms Worldwide,” 2000–03. Practiced at 
Swanson, Midgley LLC, 1985–2004; selected as the firm’s 
first woman partner in firm’s 112 year history; management 
committee, 1999–2003; founder and director of firm’s 
Volunteer Attorney Project; awarded Volunteer Service 
Award from Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Assoc. Member: 
Platte County Bar Assoc., Assoc. of Women Lawyers, MO 
Bar Assoc. and board of directors member of MO Assoc. 
of Probate and Assoc. Circuit Judges. Appointed by Gov. 
Jay Nixon, (2014). Elected 2016. Term expires Dec. 2020. 
Nonpartisan. 

In the News:

“Hansbrough ... ‘My ... philosophy is to be respectful to 
every individual who appears before you,” she said. “I don’t 
care if they’ve been charged with the most heinous crime ever. 
They are somebody’s child, and they could be somebody’s 
parent. They deserve my respect’.”8 
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Columbia. Served five years as a Probate Court Commissioner 
in Division 19. Prior to her appointment, was an attorney with 
the Jackson County Counselor’s Office where she prosecuted 
petitions for involuntary detention and represented Jackson 
County in civil litigation. Served as legal counsel for the 
Jackson County Public Administrator where she managed 
the estates of incapacitated and disabled individuals, 
minor conservatorships, and decedent estates. Worked 
as legal counsel for the Missouri Administrative Hearing 
Commission and as Coordinator of Diversity Programs and 
Academic Success at the University of Missouri-Columbia 
School of Law.  Active member in the legal community 
through The Missouri Bar, Kansas City Metropolitan Bar 
Association, Asian American Bar Association of Kansas City, 
Association of Women Lawyers of Greater Kansas City, and 
the American Bar Association. Appointed as Circuit Judge to 
Division 3, September 2021 by Gov. Mike Parson.

J. Dale Youngs

Division 6

Born in Kansas City. Graduate of 
University of Missouri–Columbia, 
B.J.; University of Missouri–
Kansas City, J.D. Married with 
two children. Engaged in private 
practice of law, 1989–1996 and, 
2002–2009. Served as assistant 
Missouri attorney general, 1996–
2002. Served on Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association 
board of directors and as president of Missouri Institute 
for Justice. Served as adjunct professor of trial advocacy, 
University of Missouri–Kansas City School of Law. Member 
of board of directors, Sherwood Center. Appointed circuit 
judge, April 2009 by Gov. Jay Nixon. Retained in 2010 and 
2016. Term expires Dec. 2022. Nonpartisan.

Margene 
Burnett

Division 7

Born in Warrensburg, MO. 
Graduate of Univ. of MO–
Columbia; B.J. in journalism and 
B.A. in political science; Univ. 
of MO–Kansas City School of 
Law, J.D. Served for ten years as 
deputy probate commissioner in 
Division 19 and was in private practice, 1987–2003. Past 
president of the following boards: The Missouri Assoc. 
of Probate and Associate Circuit Judges, The Alumni 
Assoc. for the Univ. of MO–Kansas City School of Law 
and Sheffield Place, a transitional residential facility for 
homeless women and children. Member: Joint Commission 
on Women in the Profession, Univ. of MO–Kansas City 
Alumni Assoc. Governing Board, Univ. of MO–Kansas 
City Law Foundation, Sheffield Place Counsel of Advisors, 
Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Assoc. and the Assoc. of 
Women Lawyers. Appointed circuit judge, by Gov. Jay 
Nixon (2013). Retained in 2016. Term expires Dec. 2022. 
Nonpartisan.

Bryan E. 
Round

Division 8
Graduate of Rockhurst H.S., 
Kansas City, 1979; Univ. of 
Kansas, B.A., 1984; University 
of Missouri–Kansas City, J.D., 
1987. Served as assistant Jackson 
County prosecutor, 1988–1997. 

Appointed to serve as secretary/attorney and later as business 
manager for the Kansas City Board of Police Commissioners, 
1997–2005. Counsel to the Jackson County Combat 
Commission. Served as municipal judge, City of Peculiar, 
2004–2014. Served as Workers’ Compensation Panel 
attorney for the Kansas City area after appointment by the 
National Football League Players Association. At the time 
of his appointment, he was an attorney in private practice 
with the law firm of Mitchell, Kristl & Lieber specializing in 
workers’ compensation, criminal law and business litigation 
matters. Appointed circuit judge by Gov. Jay Nixon, 
Feb. 2014. Elected in 2016. Term expires Dec. 2022. 
Nonpartisan.

Joel P. 
Fhanstock

Division 9

Born in Marshall, MO. Graduate 
of William Woods College, 
B.S., English communications; 
University of Missouri–Kansas 
City, J.D., 1994. Juris Doctorate 
from the UMKC School of Law, 
where she competed on the trial team and served as a 
Note Editor for the UMKC Law Review. Member of the 
Missouri Bar and several professional associations. Received 
recognition for her outstanding work and contributions to 
the United States Attorney’s Office in both 2007 and 2008. 
Received the UMKC Outstanding Academic Achievement 
Award; the National Association of Women Lawyers Award; 
the ABA National Trial Competition Award; the Clark 
Boardman Callaghan Award for Exemplary Third Year 
Student; and several American Jurisprudence Awards. Serves 
on several statewide committees including the Missouri 
Court Automation Committee, the Implementation 
Planning Task Team (Chair), the Trial Judge’s Focus 
Group, and the Case Management Oversight Team. Prior 
to appointment, practiced at the United States Attorney’s 
Office–civil division. Served as law clerk to the Hon. Scott 
O. Wright, 1994–1996. Joined the law firm of Rouse, 
Hendricks, German, May and Shank. Worked nine months 
in the Drug Unit of the Jackson County Prosecutor’s Office. 
Nonpartisan. Appointed by Gov. Matt Blunt January 2009. 
Retained in 2010 and 2016. Term expires Dec. 2022.

In the News: 

State ex rel. Pinkerton v. Honorable Joel P. Fahnestock: 
Justia Opinion Summary: Steven Pinkerton sought a writ 
of mandamus or prohibition requiring the circuit court to 
overrule a motion to compel arbitration filed by the Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance (the school). After Pinkerton 
graduated from the school and received his temporary 
airman certificate from the federal aviation administration 
and was still unable to find employment in the aviation field, 
Pinkerton sued the school. The circuit court sustained the 
school’s motion to compel arbitration. On appeal, Pinkerton 
argued that the circuit court erred in sustaining the school’s 
motion to compel arbitration due to issues surrounding the 
provision that the parties agreed to delegate threshold issues 
of arbitrability to the arbitrator. The Supreme Court ruled 
that the circuit court properly sustained the school’s motion 
to compel arbitration, holding (1) the arbitration agreement 
clear and unmistakably evidenced the parties’ intent to 
delegate threshold issues of arbitrability to the arbitrator; 
and (2) because Pinkerton’s only specific challenge to the 
delegation provision was without merit, the delegation 
provision was valid and enforceable.9

Adam L. Caine

Division 11

Native of Eldon, MO Served as an 
Assistant United States Attorney 
in the United States Attorney’s 
Office for the Western District 
of Missouri. Graduate of the 
University of Missouri–Kansas 
City School of Law where he was 
a member of the National Moot 
Court Team and an Articles and Symposia Editor of the Law 
Review. Received his undergraduate degree from Missouri 
State University, and a Master of Public Administration 
from the University of Missouri–Kansas City. Following law 
school, began his career as a law clerk to the Honorable J. 
Dale Youngs. Served as an Assistant Prosecuting Attorney in 
the Jackson County Prosecutor’s Office. During his tenure 
at the Jackson County Prosecutor’s Office, served as a trial 
team leader and was recognized as the Patrick B. Hall Trial 
Attorney of the Year. Received the Lon O. Hocker Award 
from the Missouri Bar Foundation in 2015. Appointed by 
Gov. Mike L. Parson April 2020.

Jennifer M. 
Phillips

Division 12

Raised in Milan, MO. Received her 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Speech 
Communication from University 
of Missouri in Columbia, as 
well as her J.D. degree. Worked 
in the General Counsel’s office 
at the Missouri Department of 

Revenue. Joined the Jackson County Prosecutor’s Office 
as an Assistant Prosecuting Attorney. Was the Chief Trial 
Assistant of the Violent Crimes Unit, supervising attorneys 
and support staff. Was voted as the Victim Advocate of the 
Year. She received the Patrick B. Hall Trial Attorney of the 
Year Award from the Jackson County Prosecutor’s Office. 
Honored with the Lon O. Hocker Award from the Missouri 
Bar Association in 2011. Appointed by Gov. Jay Nixon 
(2015). Retained in 2016. 

In the News: 

State ex rel. Halsey v. Honorable Jennifer M. Phillips: 
Justia Opinion Summary: The Supreme Court made 
permanent in part and quashed in part a preliminary writ 
it issued in response to Brad Halsey’s petition seeking to 
direct Respondent, the Honorable Jennifer M. Phillips, to 
dismiss Jennifer Dachenhausen’s claims against him, holding 
that Dachenhausen’s assault and battery claims were time-
barred but her emotional distress counts properly alleged 
claims independent from traditional common law actions. 
Dachenhausen filed suit against Halsey for assault, battery, 
intentional infliction of emotional distress, and negligent 
infliction of emotional distress. Halsey filed a motion to 
dismiss, arguing that Dachenhausen’s claims were time-
barred. Respondent overruled Halsey’s motion to dismiss. 
Halsey then petitioned the Supreme Court for a writ of 
prohibition. The Supreme Court granted it in part, holding 
(1) the face of Dachenhausen’s petition demonstrated that 
the statute of limitations had run on her assault and battery 
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Private practice from 2004–2011 and handled civil litigation 
matters, criminal law matters, civil rights litigation and Federal 
Indian Law. Received the West Publishing Company Award 
for Outstanding Scholarly Accomplishment, the UMKC Law 
Alumni Association Harry S. Truman Leadership Award, and 
served as the Note and Comment Editor on the UMKC Law 
Review. Served as an Adjunct Professor of Federal Indian Law 
at the UMKC Law School, and served on the Kansas City 
Metropolitan Bar Association’s Diversity Section. Assumed 
office in 2020 at the appointment to the court Gov. Mike 
Parson (R) to replace Cory Atkins upon Atkins’ appointment 
to Circuit Judge.

Kea S.
Bird-Riley

Division 27

Graduate of the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City Law School 
(2007). Earned her B.S. degree in 
1998 in Communications, with 
an emphasis in Public Relations 
and a minor in Business, from 
Mississippi College in Clinton, 

MS. Worked as a marketing and public relations executive 
prior to attending law school. Served as Family Court 
Commissioner of Division 41, having been appointed to 
the position by the judges of the Jackson County Circuit 
Court (2018). Oversaw the Family Drug Court in addition 
to other dockets related to juvenile matters. Attorney with 
the law firm of Krigel & Krigel, P.C., representing clients 
in matters involving dissolutions, custody modifications, 
adoptions, child abuse and neglect, paternity, and protective 
orders. Mediator in family law matters, and was a presenter 
for Guardian ad Litem training seminars. Member of the 
Jackson County Bar Association, Kansas City Metropolitan 
Bar Association, and the Missouri Bar Association. Appointed 
by Gov. Mike Parson (2020).

Twila Rigby

Division 30
Born in Urbana, MO. Earned 
Bachelor’s Degree in Education 
from Southwest Missouri State 
in 1975. Taught school for nine 
years; attended law school at the 
University of Missouri–Kansas 
City. Received her Juris Doctor 
in 1987. Appointed by Gov. Mel 
Carnahan (1997).

Mary Weir

Division 31

Received a J.D. degree from 
Washburn University Law School 
in Topeka, Kansas (1995). B.A. 
degree in Political Science from 
UMKC (1991). Worked as 
a contract attorney with Hope 
House, Inc. (2001), and provided 
legal representation to victims of 

domestic violence and their children.  Represented juveniles 
and their parents in cases heard before the Jackson County 
Family Court as “of counsel” with the Raith Law Firm. 
Served as an Assistant Missouri Public Defender from 1998 
until 2001. Law clerk to the Honorable Christine Sill-Rogers 
of Division 31 from 1995-1998. Taught at the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City Law School as an Adjunct Professor 
since 2004. Current chair of the Missouri Supreme Court’s 
Human Trafficking and Domestic Violence Commission. 
Member of the Independence Coordinated Community 
Council, the Lee’s Summit Coordinated Community 

Council and Lawyers Encouraging Academic Performance 
(LEAP). Appointed as an Associate Circuit Judge by Gov. 
Jay Nixon (2013). 

Jeffrey 
Bushur

Division 33

Earned Juris Doctor 1986, and 
Bachelor’s degree in Philosophy 
and Communication Studies in 
1983, both from the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City. Worked in 
the Jackson County Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Office from 1985 until 
his appointment to the Court. Law intern in the Prosecutor’s 
Office; tenure with that office culminated in serving as 
Senior Trial Attorney. Named Jackson County Prosecutor 
of the Year in 1995 and 1991. He served in the U.S. Army 
from 1975-1978. Received the ASTAR Award by Supreme 
Court Judge Zel Fischer (2010). Appointed to the Associate 
Circuit Bench by Gov. Mel Carnahan (2000).

Susan Long

Division 34

B.A. degree in 1987 in English 
from UMKC; law degree in 1989 
from the University of Missouri-
Kansas City Law School. Practicing 
law since 1989, with an emphasis 
on family law since 1991. Most 
recently with the firm of Blessing 
& Long, L.L.C., including serving 

as a Guardian ad Litem, representing parents in parental 
rights cases, and representing minors in juvenile proceedings. 
Served as a mediator and arbitrator in domestic relations 
cases. Served as a Family Court Commissioner from 2013-
2015. Selected by the Missouri Supreme Court to serve on 
its Regional Disciplinary Committee for Region IV. Also 
served as a facilitator for the Missouri Bar Association in 
its Complaint Resolution Program since 2002, and on its 
Lawyer-to-Lawyer Dispute Resolution Program Committee 
as facilitator and arbitrator since 2008. Active member of 
the community, donating her time to the Salvation Army, 
Eastern Jackson County Youth Court, Court Appointed 
Special Advocates (CASA), judging speech tournaments 
and speaking on career days at local schools. Volunteer and 
supporter of the Community of Services League. Appointed 
as the first Associate Circuit Judge of Division 34 by Gov. 
Jay Nixon (2015).

Circuit Judge
21st Judicial Circuit

St. Louis County

Jason D. 
Dodson

Division 10
Received Bachelor of Arts with 
honors in philosophy from 
Bates College in Lewiston, ME 
(1992), and his law degree from 
Washington University School of 
Law (1996), where he received 
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claims; and (2) the petition did not affirmatively show 
that Dachenhausen’s claims for negligent and intentional 
infliction of emotional distress were time-barred.10

Associate
Circuit Judge
16 Judicial Circuit

Jackson County 

Jessica 
Agnelly 
Krawczyk

Division 25

Born in Raymore, MO. Received 
her Juris Doctor from the 
University of Missouri-Kansas 
City School of Law and her 
Bachelor’s Degree from Avila 
University. Partner at Wendt Law 

Firm, P.C. Holds a Bachelor of Arts in political science from 
Avila University and a Juris Doctor from the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City School of Law. Partner at the Wendt 
Law Firm, P.C. in Kansas City. While in private practice 
from 2007 to 2020, handled a wide-ranging variety of legal 
matters, primary emphasis was in personal injury litigation. 
Also handled product liability and civil rights litigation. 
Started her legal career in the nation’s capital as a judicial 
law clerk for the Hon. Michael W. Farrell in the District of 
Columbia Court of Appeals. Clerked for the Hon. Ronald 
R. Holliger at the Missouri Court of Appeals, Western 
District in Kansas City. Recognized with multiple awards, 
including the Women’s Justice Award in Litigation as 
well as the Rising Star Women’s Justice Award and one of 
Missouri’s Up & Coming Attorneys by Missouri Lawyers 
Weekly. Named Best of the Bar by the Kansas City Business 
Journal, a Missouri-Kansas Super Lawyer, and recognized 
by the National Trial Lawyers Top 40 Under 40 attorneys 
in Missouri. Also recognized several years as one of the Top 
50 Women Lawyers in Missouri and Kansas by Thompson 
Reuters/Super Lawyers. Served as a Member of the Board of 
Directors for the Association for Women Lawyers of Greater 
Kansas City since 2014 and serves as a mentor in Association 
for Women Lawyers of Greater Kansas City Foundation’s 
Denise Henning Connections Program. Appointed by Gov. 
Mike Parson (2020) to fill the Associate Circuit Judge 
vacancy created by the retirement of the Honorable Richard 
T. Standridge.

R. Travis 
Willingham

Division 26

Grew up in Wright City, MO. 
Received bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Missouri-Columbia 
and his J.D. from the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City School of Law. 
Served as Chief Deputy County 
Counselor for Jackson County, MO 

from 2011-2020, in charge of all of Jackson County’s litigation, 
overseeing the office and the attorneys handling litigation. 
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The Order of Barristers and Pro Bono Bronze Medal 
commendations. Appointed to the position of Administrative 
Judge of the Family Court of St. Louis County, (2022). 
The Family Court consists of four Juvenile Divisions and 
ten Domestic Relations Divisions. It also includes the 
Domestic Violence Court which the U.S. Department of 
Justice currently recognizes as a national model to serve as 
a mentor court. Presides over cases in juvenile court and 
a domestic violence contempt docket. In second term of 
service on the Missouri Supreme Court’s Family Court 
Committee. Member of the Supreme Court’s Committee 
on Access to Family Courts and has been a member of the 
standing Child Support Guidelines Review Subcommittee 
for over ten years. Serves on the board of directors for 
the St. Louis Bar Foundation and belongs to several legal 
associations including the Missouri Bar, the Bar Association 
of Metropolitan St. Louis (“BAMSL”), the St. Louis County 
Bar Association and the American Bar Association. Lives in 
St. Louis County with his family. Appointed associate circuit 
judge (2016) by Gov. Jay Nixon. Appointed circuit judge 
by Gov. Mike Parson (2020).

Ellen Sue Levy

Division 11

B.A. and J.D. degrees from 
Washington University in St. Louis 
in 1985 and 1988, respectively. 
Magister of the Phi Delta Phi 
legal fraternity and was Articles 
Editor for the Journal of Urban 
and Contemporary Law. Served 
as a Family Court Commissioner 
from 1999-2002. Prior to appointment as a Family Court 
Commissioner, was engaged in private practice with the firm 
of Rosenblum, Goldenhersh, Silverstein & Zafft, specializing 
in commercial, civil and domestic litigation. Served as 
President of the Missouri Circuit Judges Association from 
2017-2018, President of the Missouri Association of Probate 
and Associate Circuit Judges from 2006-2007, and President 
of the St. Louis County Bar Association in 2005. Member of 
the Board of Directors of the National Association of Women 
Judges from 2006-2008 and 2014-2016 and served on the 
Washington University Alumni Board of Governors from 
2014-2020. Currently serves on the Missouri Supreme Court 
Trial Judge Education Committee and the Coordinating 
Commission for Judicial Education. Elected a Fellow in the 
Advanced Science and Technology Adjudication Resource 
Center (ASTAR), Washington, DC, in 2013. Served as the 
United States Delegate for the International Association of 
Women Judges at the United Nations Commission on the 
Status of Women in 2018. Served as Chair of the Domestic 
and Family Violence Council of St. Louis County and 
serves on numerous Court committees. Member of the 
faculty of the Missouri State Judicial College. Member of 
the Missouri Bar, Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis, 
St. Louis County Bar Association, Missouri Association of 
Probate and Associate Circuit Judges, National Association 
of Women Judges, Lawyers Association of St. Louis and 
Women Lawyers’ Association. Received the Ladue Local 
Heroes Award. Received the Washington University 
Outstanding Young Alumni Award and in 2012 Received 
the Public Official Women’s Justice Award from Missouri 
Lawyers Media. Lives in St. Louis County with her family. 
Appointed Associate Circuit Judge by Gov. Bob Holden 
(2002), retained by voters (2004). Appointed Circuit Judge 
on January 2008 by Gov. Matt Blunt and retained by St. 
Louis County voters in 2010 and 2016.

William M. 
Corrigan, Jr.

Division 15

Law degree from the University 
of Missouri School of Law 
and Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree from 
the University of Notre Dame. 
Was a partner in the law firm 
of Armstrong Teasdale LLP, 
and served on its Executive Committee for twelve years. 
Litigation experience includes serving as lead trial counsel 
and representing both individuals and businesses in cases 
involving personal injuries; breach of contract; noncompete 
agreements; trade secrets; complex fiduciary duty matters; 
shareholder disputes; complex tort and employment matters. 
Served as lead trial counsel in courts in Missouri, Illinois, 
Iowa, Nebraska and Texas. In addition to trial experience, 
served as outside general counsel to many small and 
large privately held businesses headquartered in St. Louis, 
including family owned and closely held businesses. For 
over a decade, listed in The Best Lawyers in America. 
Also featured in Chambers USA and has been named as 
a Missouri/Kansas Super Lawyer. Served as one of the 
youngest presidents of The Missouri Bar. Former president 
of The Missouri Bar Board of Trustees, and a former delegate 
in the ABA House of Delegates for The Missouri Bar. Also 
served on the Executive Council of the National Conference 
of Bar Presidents. Earned a number of recognitions from 
the University of Missouri School of Law, including the 
Faculty-Alumni Award, the Citation of Merit Award and 
the Distinguished Recent Graduate Award. Served as a 
commencement speaker in 2004, and was a past president of 
the Board of Trustees for the University of Missouri School 
of Law Foundation. Past recipient of the Outstanding Young 
Lawyer Award from the St. Louis County Bar Association and 
the 40 Under 40 Award from the St. Louis Business Journal. 
Recipient of the Mentor Award from Missouri Lawyers 
Media. Active in and has a long history of involvement with 
local professional and charitable organizations. Currently 
serves on the Board of Governors for the SSM Health 
Cardinal Glennon Children’s Foundation; the Board of 
the Today and Tomorrow Educational Foundation; and 
on the Advisory Board of Directors for the White House 
Jesuit Retreat. A past volunteer for the Kids in Motion 
program. Served for seven years on the Board of the Old 
Newsboys Day Children’s Charities, and has also held prior 
roles with the Make-A-Wish Foundation and the Edgewood 
Children’s Center. Appointed Circuit Court Judge by Gov. 
Mike Parson (2020).

Thomas Albus

Division 19

Native of St. Louis County and a 
graduate of Georgetown University 
and the University of Missouri-
Columbia. Following law school, 
clerked for the late Lawrence G. 
Crahan on the Missouri Court 
of Appeals and for Judge John C. 
Holstein on the Missouri Supreme 

Court. Worked in the litigation department of the St. Louis 
law firm now known as Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner 
before joining the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern 
District of Missouri in 2002 prosecuting criminal cases for 
17 years with an emphasis in white collar, tax and public 
corruption. In 2019, joined the administration of Missouri 
Attorney General Eric Schmitt as First Assistant. Resides in 
St. Louis County with his family. Active in many church, 
community and professional organizations including Mary 

Queen of Peace Church, School and Athletic Association, 
The Missouri Bar, The St. Louis Chapter of the Federal Bar 
Association, the St. Louis University High School Alumni 
Board and Fathers’ Club and the Missouri Athletic Club. 
Adjunct professor at Washington University School of Law. 
Appointed Circuit Judge by Gov. Mike Parson (2020).

Associate 
Circuit Judge

21st Judicial Circuit
St. Louis County

Julia Pusateri 
Lasater

Division 32

Graduated from McCluer North 
High School (1988), Maryville 
University (1992) and St. Louis 
University School of Law in (1995). 
Worked as an assistant prosecuting 
attorney in St. Louis County from 
2005 until appointment to the bench. In private practice in 
St. Louis County from 1995 until 2005, practicing the areas 
of both civil and family law. Past president of the St. Louis 
County Bar Association, member of the Bar Association of 
Metropolitan St. Louis, the Women Lawyers’ Association of 
Greater St. Louis and the Lawyers Association of St. Louis. 
Registered adult leader with the Boy Scouts of America 
since 2010. Lives in St. Louis County with her spouse and 
children. Appointed Associate Circuit Judge by Gov. Mike 
Parson (2020).

Amanda 
Bundren 
McNelley

Division 34

Bachelor of Science in business 
administration from Saint Louis 
University and a Juris Doctorate 
from Washburn University School 
of Law in Topeka, KS. Currently a 

family law team leader and counsel at Sandberg Phoenix & 
von Gontard P.C. Fills the Associate Circuit Judge vacancy 
created by the appointment of the Honorable Renee Hardin-
Tammons to Circuit Judge. Very active within her church 
and community and serves as a Girl Scout troop leader. 
Gov. Parson, said: “Since becoming Governor, our office 
has made more than 300 appointments, but appointing Ms. 
Amanda Bundren McNelley as the new Associate Circuit 
Judge for the 21st Judicial Circuit in front of her Girl Scout 
Troop was a highlight.”  Nonpartisan. Appointed by Gov. 
Mike Parson (2019).

SHORT LINES
COVID Vaccine: The only vaccine that people take 
three times, then wear masks, close businesses, stay 
home, and still get the disease, only to turn around 

and blame the unvaccinated for their troubles
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Ellen W. Dunne

Division 39

Received Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University of 
MO-Columbia (1983). Worked as 
a legislative intern in the Missouri 
House of Representatives. Began 
legal career before attending law 
school, while working as a clerk-
typist for the summer law school 
interns at Coburn, Croft & Putzel. Became a legal secretary, 
and then a paralegal, before attending St. Louis University 
School of Law, graduating cum laude from the Saint Louis 
University School of Law (1990). Engaged in the private 
practice of law, concentrating primarily in general civil, 
commercial and employment litigation. Worked at Riezman 
& Blitz, P.C. (1985-1998), then Padberg Law Firm and 
Lowenbaum Partnership (1998-2000). Worked at Blitz, 
Bardgett & Deutsch, L.C. (2000-2017). Member of The 
Missouri Bar, the Missouri Assoc. of Probate and Assoc. 
Circuit Judges, the Bar Assoc. of Metropolitan St. Louis, the 
St. Louis County Bar Assoc., Women Lawyers of Greater 
St. Louis. Board member of the Guardian Angel Settlement 
Assoc. and volunteers with USO of Missouri and Join Hands 
ESL. Serves as member of several St. Louis County Court 
Committees including the Rules Committee, The Diversity 
Committee and the Community Outreach Committee. 
Co-chair of the Commissioner Review Committee. Lives 
in St. Louis County with her family. Judge Dunne finds 
being a judge to be “a tremendous honor,” and that “it 
is a privilege to serve the citizens of the state.” Appointed 
associate circuit judge in December (2016) by Gov. Jay 
Nixon and retained by voters in 2018.

Mondonna L. 
Ghasedi

Division 43
Born in St. Louis County. 
Graduate of Southern Methodist 
University, B.A. English and B.A. 
political science with distinction, 
1996; University of Missouri–
Columbia School of Law, J.D., 
1999. Engaged in private practice, 
1999–2016. Member: Missouri Bar; Mound City Bar 
Association; St. Louis County Bar Association and Women 
Lawyer’s Association. Engaged in the private practice of law 
from 1999 to 2016 in St. Louis. Member of the Missouri 
Bar, St. Louis County Bar Association, Women Lawyer’s 
Association and serves on the Executive Committee of the 
Missouri Association of Probate & Associate Circuit Judges 
as Historian. Appointed by Chief Justice Zel Fischer to the 
Task Force for the Preparation of a Circuit Realignment 
Plan. Accepted into the Missouri Court Management 
Institute for 2021-2022. Serves on the board of directors 
of Girls on the Run. Lives in St. Louis County. Appointed 
associate circuit judge by Gov. Jay Nixon (2016). Retained 
in 2018. Term expires Dec. 2022. Nonpartisan.

Circuit Judge
22st Judicial 

Circuit
St. Louis City

Bryan L. 
Hettenbach

Division 11

Born in St. Louis. Graduate: Univ 
of MO–Columbia, B.A.; Univ. 
of Michigan, M.A. and Univ. of 
MO–Columbia School of Law, 
J.D. Presided over hundreds of 
circuit court trials. Handles a 
docket of criminal and civil jury 
trials. Has handled dockets of equity non-jury trials and 
motions and of probate cases. During two-year stint as 
circuit felony docket controller, the criminal case backlog 
was reduced to its lowest level in twenty years. Work history: 
staff attorney, Missouri Supreme Court; lawyer; news editor 
and adjunct professor. Certified as a civil law/family court 
mediator, was a contributor to continuing legal education 
programs. Did recurring service as guardian ad litem 
representing children in family and juvenile court cases, 
including several years as a contract attorney for the juvenile 
court. Member: Missouri Bar; Bar Assoc. of Metropolitan 
St. Louis; Lawyers Assoc. of St. Louis. Asst. presiding 
judge, 2013–2014. Presiding judge, 2015–2016. Appointed 
Circuit Judge by Gov. Matt Blunt (2008). Retained in 2010 
and 2016. Term expires Dec. 2022. Nonpartisan.

Michael K. 
Mullen

Division 12

Born in St. Louis. Graduate of 
University of Missouri–Columbia, 
A.B.; University of Missouri–
Columbia, J.D. Married with 
four children. Law clerk to James 
A. Pudlowski, Court of Appeals 
Eastern District, 1989–1990; 
assistant circuit attorney, City of St. Louis, 1990–1995; 
associate, Charles M. Shaw Law Firm, 1995–1996; Partner, 
Mullen and Fernandez, 1996–2000 and solo practitioner, 
2000–2001. Member: St. Gabriel Catholic Church; Bar 
Association of Missouri (St. Louis) and Lawyers Association. 
Appointed associate circuit judge, May 2001. Retained 
in 2002 and 2006. Appointed Circuit Judge, July 2008, 
Appointed by Gov. Matt Blunt. Retained in 2010 and 
2016. Term expires Dec. 2022. Nonpartisan.

John T. Bird

Division 14

Born in St. Louis. University of 
Missouri–Columbia, B.S.M.E. 
University of Missouri– 
Columbia, J.D. Worked in private 
practice from 1990-1994. From 
1994-2012, served as an Assistant 
Circuit Attorney for the City of St. 
Louis, and additionally supervised 
the Career Criminal (2006-2012) and Homicide (2010-
2012) units. From 2012-2021, served as an Assistant 
United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Missouri, 
and was assigned to the Violent Crime Unit. Member of 
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Joseph L. 
Green

Division 36

Born in St. Louis County. Truman 
State University, B.S., 1982; St. 
Louis University School of Law, 
J.D., 1989. Married with four 
children, three grandchildren. 
Served as assistant public defender, 
Buchanan County, 1988–1989; 

chief trial attorney, St. Louis County, 1990–1991; capital 
litigation, Eastern Division, 1991–1993. Associate of 
Wittner, Poger, Rosenblum and Spewak, LLC, 1993–
1996. Partner of Bearveldt, Bagsby, Lee & Green, LLC, 
1996–2004. Principal of Leritz, Plunkert & Bruning, 
P.C., 2004–2011. Sole proprietor, Joseph L. Green, LLC, 
2011–2016. Member: Catholic Church, St. Louis County 
Bar Assoc. and Bar Assoc. of Metropolitan St. Louis. Guest 
speaker/lecturer on various topics, including, but not limited 
to, handling expert witnesses, litigation strategies, forensic 
evidence, gang evidence and voir dire. He participates in 
the USO of Missouri, the Catholic Youth Council/Catholic 
Youth Association and the Masons Webster Groves Lodge. 
Appointed associate circuit judge by Gov. Jay Nixon (2016). 
Retained in 2018. Term expires Dec. 2022. Nonpartisan.

Jeffrey P. 
Medler

Division 37

B.A. in Economics and Philosophy 
from Boston College (1991); law 
degree from St. Louis University 
School of Law (1994). Founding 
partner of his law firm, Medler 
& Roither, LLC, then Medler, 
Karsten & Bridges LLC. The 
firm handled many different areas of the law including 
domestic, criminal, civil litigation and estate planning. 
Frequently appointed by the Court to be a Guardian ad 
Litem representing children in domestic/family law matters. 
Awarded the Outstanding Young Lawyer of the Year (2004) 
by the St. Louis County Bar Association. Lives in St. Louis 
County with his family. Appointed Associate Circuit Court 
Judge by Gov. Mike Parson (2020).

John R. 
Lasater

Division 38

Born in St. Louis County. Bachelor 
of science degree in economics 
from the University of Wisconsin 
in Madison. Law degree from 
Washington University School of 
Law (1991). Married with two 
children. Law clerk to the Hon. 

Carl R. Gaertner of the Missouri Court of Appeals, Eastern 
District, 1991–93. Served as assistant prosecuting attorney, 
St. Louis County, 1993–2017. Member: The Missouri Bar 
(board of governors: 2010–present); St. Louis County Bar 
Association (president: 2007) and Lawyers Association of 
St. Louis (president: 2015–16). Served in judicial clerkship 
for the Missouri Court of Appeals from 1991 until 1993. 
Appointed associate circuit judge by Gov. Eric Greitens 
(2017) and in 2018. Term expires Dec. 2022. Nonpartisan.

SHORT LINES

If your college degree doesn’t produce enought value 
for you to pay it off, it certainly doesn’t have enough 
value for your neighbor to pay it off.

From Prager U
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Missouri Bar and the Bar Association of Metropolitan St. 
Louis. Member of St. Gabriel’s Catholic Church. Currently 
serves as an Assistant United States Attorney for the Eastern 
District of Missouri. To fill the Circuit Judge vacancy 
created by the appointment of the Honorable Thomas C. 
Clark II to the Missouri Court of Appeals, Eastern District, 
appointed Circuit Judge by Gov. Mike Parson (2021).

David C. 
Mason

Division17

Born in Nashville, TN. Graduate, 
Austin Peay State Univ., B.S., 1980. 
Washington Univ., J.D., 1983. 
Married with two children. Asst. 
AG; general. counsel, Corrections; 
adjunct professor of law. Member: 
American Law Institute, elected; 
visiting faculty–Intensive Trial Advocacy Program, affordable 
housing committee.; catholic church; Natlional Institute 
for Trial Advocacy; board of directors, Regional Housing 
& Comm. Dev. Alliance & St. Patrick Center. Honorary 
member: American Board of trial Advocates & Order of 
the Coif. Awards: Lifetime Achievement for Excellence in 
Teaching Advocacy, 2019; “Outstanding Young Alumnus,” 
Washington Univ. & Austin Peay State Univ.; Habitat for 
Humanity “Homecoming Award,” civic work. Recognized, 
Missouri Lawyer’s Weekly, “The Best Circuit Judge-Eastern 
Dist. of MO”; received second place honors, “Best Circuit 
Judge in State.” Coach, Washington University trial 
competition program. Frequent CLE lecturer, Trial Advocacy 
locally/nationally. Appointed circuit judge by Gov. John 
Ashcroft (1991). Retained in 1992–2016. Term expires Dec. 
2022. Nonpartisan.

Christopher 
McGraugh

Division 19

Born in St. Louis. Graduate of 
DeSmet Jesuit High School, 1979; 
St. Louis University, B.A., history, 
1983; St. Louis University School 
of Law, J.D., 1987. Married 
with two children. Admitted to 
Missouri Bar Association, 1987. 
Assistant public defender, St. Louis County Trial Division, 
1987–1990, Lead Counsel for Capital Litigation Unit, 
Missouri Public Defender Office the Eastern District, 
1990–1992. From 1992 to appointment, principal in the 
law firm of Leritz, Plunkert and Bruning, P.C. Adjunct 
Professor of Law at St. Louis University School of Law and 
Washington University School of Law. Member of Missouri 
Bar Association, Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis 
and St. Louis Lawyer Association. Appointed associate 
circuit judge by Gov. Jay Nixon (2012). Retained in 2014. 
Appointed circuit court judge by Gov. Jay Nixon (2015). 
Retained in 2016. Term expires Dec. 2022. Nonpartisan.

Associate
Circuit Judge

22nd Judicial Circuit
St. Louis City

Barbara 
Peebles

Division 30
Born in St. Louis. Graduate of 
Washington University, B.A, 
1982; American University 
Washington College of Law, 
J.D., 1986. Previously an assistant 
city counselor, City of St. Louis; 
assistant circuit attorney. Member: 
St. Alphonsus Liguori Rock Catholic Church; National 
Association of Women Judges; Women Lawyers’ Association 
of Greater St. Louis and Mound City Bar Association. 
Appointed Drug Court Commissioner, 22nd Judicial 
Circuit Court in 1998. Associate City Counselor, City 
of St. Louis, 1987-1993, Assistant Circuit Attorney, City 
of St. Louis Circuit Attorney’s Office, 1993-1998; Drug 
Court Commissioner, 22nd Judicial Circuit Court, 1998-
2000. Active in Alpha Kappa Alpha, Inc., Gamma Omega 
Chapter, St. Louis, MO. Appointed associate circuit judge 
by Gov. Mel Carnahan (2000). Elected in 2002. Retained 
in 2014–2018. Term expires Dec. 2022. Nonpartisan.

Associate
Circuit Judge

31st Judicial Circuit
Greene County

Jerry A 
Harmison, Jr.

Division 21

Graduate University of Central 
Missouri, B.S., B.A., 1984; Drake 
University, J.D., 1987. Engaged 
in the practice of law, 1987–2017, 
most recently with Harmison and 
Pearman, P.C. Served as president 
of the boards of directors for 
Springfield Public Schools, 2003 
and 2004, Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce, 2011, 
Rotary Club of Springfield Sunrise, 1996, Care to Learn, 
2017, Big Brothers and Big Sisters of the Ozarks, 1995 
and King’s Way United Methodist Church, 1997 and 
2014. Appointed associate circuit judge by Gov. Eric 
Greitens (2017). Retained in 2018. Term expires Dec. 
2022. Nonpartisan.

Margaret 
Palmietto

Division 22

Born in Rolla. Graduate of 
Missouri State University, B.A., 
history, 1984; University of 
Missouri–Columbia School of 
Law, 1988. Private practice of law, 
1988–1990. Served as assistant 
prosecuting attorney in Greene 

County, 1990–1994; administrative law judge, Missouri 
Division of Workers’ Compensation, 1994–2015, chief 
administrative law judge, 1994–2005 and 2009–2015. 
Member: Springfield Metropolitan Bar Assoc.; Southern 
Missouri Women Lawyers Assoc. and Saint Elizabeth Ann 
Seaton Church. Appointed associate circuit court judge by 
Gov. Jay Nixon (2015). Retained in 2018. Term expires 
Dec. 2022. Nonpartisan.

Mark A. 
Powell

Division 24

Born in Springfield. Graduate 
of MO State University, B.A., 
Psychology, cum laude, 1982; 
Drake University, J.D., with 
honors (1985). Practiced law with 
Miller and Sanford P.C. (1985–
2000). Established Truancy Court 
Program at Reed Middle School. Recipient: Red Cross 
Everyday Hero Award; Council of Churches Gift of Time 
Award; O. Franklin Kenworthy Award for Outstanding 
Leadership. Member Circuit Court Budget Committee, 
(2007–present). Appt associate circuit judge by Gov. Mel 
Carnahan (2000). Elected 2000–2006. Retained in 2010–
2018. Term expires Dec. 2022. Nonpartisan.

T. Todd Myers

Division 25

B.A. in Government from 
Evangel University, 1994; J.D. 
from the University of Kansas, 
1997; Assistant City Attorney, 
Witchita, Kansas, 1997-1998; 
Greene County Assistant 
Prosecuting Attorney, 1999-
2020. Filling the Associate Circuit 
Judge vacancy created by the appointment of the Honorable 
Becky Borthwick to Circuit Judge, appointed Associate 
Circuit Court Judge by Gov. Mike Parson (2020). 
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Card # _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ Exp. date __ __ / __ __ CVS Code _ _ _

Name_____________________________________Phone__________________

Address___________________________________________________________

City__________________________________State__________Zip___________

E-mail____________________________________________________________

I want to help FRONT LINE continue the work of this important publication
   with a donation of $___________.

(UPS does not deliver to PO Box addresses.)

RETURN COUPON

Send to: FRONT LINE, PO Box 37054, St. Louis, MO 63141

Please use this form to take with you to the 
polling place to assist you as you vote.

My Choices on November 8, 2022My Choices on November 8, 2022

Judges
Supreme Court judge selection is on all Missouri ballots. Each county’s ballot will have different judges 
on it for the Court of Appeals and Circuit Courts. Look in the introductory paragraphs of Court Watch 
on page 22 to determine which ones are in your county and will be on your individual ballot.

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

Missouri Court of Appeals Judges

YES NO

Circuit Judges

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

Associate Circuit JudgesMissouri Supreme Court Judges

State Auditor

U.S. Representative

U.S. Senator

Candidates
Amendment 3

Amendment 4

Amendment 5

MO Constitutional Convention

YES NO

YES NO

Missouri Ballot Issues

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO


